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One thing that the coronavirus pandemic made 
evident is that people still value life, at least their 
earthly life. For once the government made it 
mandatory to wear face masks for safety when 
in public, people not only wore them, some even 
made them at home for their loved ones. 

As people value their physical life, I pray that 
they also value, at least in equal measure, their 
spiritual life. And as people see the value of 
wearing face mask, I pray that most of Catholics 
would also rediscover to appreciate the value of 
receiving the sacraments, especially these days. 

When the public celebration of the Mass was 
suspended, I was really worried. “How will the 
faithful be fed and nourished with the sacra-
ments?” This I kept asking myself. I felt like a 
parent dealing with my child who stopped eat-
ing and drinking. To me, it is clearly a given that 
as we feed and nourish our body, so must we, as 
Christians, do the same for our soul. As priest, I 
still had to celebrate Mass daily. But what about 
the rest? Well… while we could not gather pub-
licly, people could be given opportunities to 
receive Holy Communion privately (and safely) 
– like after the daily and weekend Masses, during 
Confessions, and during Eucharistic Adoration. 
Indeed, I was glad that some Catholics picked up 
on this and availed themselves of Holy Commu-
nion at these daily opportunities. It was alarm-
ing, however, that very few did. 

Prior to the pandemic, the reception of the 
sacraments had already been on progressive 
decline. The pandemic made it further clear the 
disjoint between the importance of sacraments 
and their appreciation by the “faithful.” In the 
age of selfie, the Christian faith professed by 
many has sadly become too individualistic and 
subjective that Jesus and his Church have noth-
ing to do with it. For example, every year, I have 
to address with some parents about their choice 
of godparents and sponsors who are not prac-
ticing Catholics and others not even Catholic! 
Some parents understand; others, rather opt to 
not receive the sacrament. 

In our day, every single sacrament suffers from 
misconceptions, some innocent and others 
plainly malicious. We certainly need to do some-
thing to rediscover and recover their beauty and 
true significance.

Baptism. We need to recover it from being a pri-
vate family affair, and from parents and godpar-
ents who make empty promises. We need par-
ents and godparents who discern God in their 
lives and desire for their child and godchild, by 
their faithful Catholic witness, to encounter the 
same God and follow His Son, Jesus. We need 
parents and godparents who not only share 
their personal faith, more importantly, who share 
precisely the faith of Jesus and His Church. As 
Christians, we are not simply born in the world, 
we are reborn in Jesus Christ.  

The Face Mask and the Sacraments
By Father Edison
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Eucharist. We need to recover the Sunday ob-
ligation from mis-prioritizations during the 
weekends. We need to relearn giving God the 
first fruit of our weekend time and not just 
leftover, if any. From this source and summit of 
the Christian life, there is so much that Jesus 
himself teaches us – love, self-giving, generosity, 
sacrifice, family, community, service, and thanks-
giving. It should sink in that we are destined to 
death from the moment we were born, so that 
we become more wanting and thankful to God 
who offers us divine life through His Word and 
the Body and Blood of His Son, at every celebra-
tion of the Mass. As Christians, we do not simply 
eat and drink in the world, we are fed and nour-
ished with Jesus Christ. 

Confirmation. We need to recover “growing to 
maturity in Christ” as a respectable personal 
goal in life. We stand on the shoulders of the 
giants of the faith, who poured out blood and 
sweat that we may enjoy as well as defend the 
clarity, the beauty and the truth of our Catholic 
faith. We need teens who are willing to fall in 
love with Jesus Christ for the rest of their lives 
because their parents and sponsors themselves 
are in love with Jesus and his Church. As Chris-
tians, we cannot merely accumulate years in life; 
in the Spirit, we must grow to full maturity in 
Jesus Christ.

Marriage. We need to recover the sacrament 
from couples who claim they want to love like 
Jesus, but done without knowing who he is, and 
his bride, the Church. We need to rediscover 
divine and human love whose glorious image is 
Christ crucified on the Cross and the disciples at 
its foot, receiving and sharing his very love. We 
need grooms and brides who welcome God in 
their lives, and who precisely see in themselves 
Jesus and his Church, respectively. As Christians, 
we do not simply fall in love in the world, we 
make love in Jesus Christ.

Holy Orders. We need to recover the importance 
of prayer and listen once more to God who ever 
calls us to holiness. We need to rediscover Je-
sus Christ as our only High Priest, and our only 
Good Shepherd. We need to help our sons hear 
and respond to the call of Jesus. Because Jesus 
lived a simple life, the ordained must live simply. 
Because Jesus was obedient to the Father, the 
ordained must be obedient to Christ. Because 
Jesus was chaste, the ordained must love the 

Church exclusively. As Christians, we are not 
called to be served in the world, we are called to 
serve and offer holy sacrifice in Jesus Christ. 

Penance and Reconciliation. We need to stop 
hiding like Adam and Eve, who, at times, think 
we are and know better than God. We need to 
rediscover our covenantal relationship with God 
and one another, and safeguard this relationship 
by doing what God established as good and by 
avoiding what God has established as evil. We 
need to seek mercy and forgiveness that we may 
live in justice and reconciliation. Sin is real – it 
can destroy our relationship with God and one 
another. Grace, too, is real – God offers it to us to 
restore us to Himself and one another. As Chris-
tians, we cannot be mere sinners, we are forgiv-
en and reconciled in Jesus Christ.

Anointing of the Sick. We need to recover the 
sacrament from the foolish fear of suffering and 
death, from behaving as though the resurrection 
of Jesus had not happened. Can we really add a 
single breath to our earthly life? And if we did, 
could this single breath outweigh eternal life in 
heaven? We need to rediscover God as the One 
Divine Physician who can heal both the body 
and the soul. As Christians, we will find ourselves 
wounded in the world, yet we are healed in Je-
sus Christ.

Forgive me that I used the face mask and com-
pared it with the sacraments. Using ‘less to more 
argument,’ I am merely making an appeal for 
us to really open our eyes to the priceless gifts, 
that are the sacraments. It is not my intent to 
make anyone believe that as we can throw away 
a disposable face mask after use, we can do the 
same with the sacraments. To throw away the 
sacraments could only mean that God has given 
up on us. But such is not our God. As long as the 
sacraments are offered to us, God offers Himself 
to us. Before this God, I pray that we ever find 
ourselves encountering and welcoming, receiv-
ing and accepting Him though His sacraments. 

Father Edison, Pastor
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“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit.” - Acts 2:38

Thank God for Baptism! We mean this sincerely. 
If not for our Baptism in the Catholic Church, we 
are not sure what the state of our lives would 
be. In an incredibly round-about way, we are 
convinced that the Holy Spirit brought us home. 
Thanks to this very sacrament.         

You see, we were both baptized as babies, but 
received no catechesis. Our parents had us 
baptized because “that’s what you do,” but our 
upbringing was similarly secular. Carolyn’s family 
started off going to various non-denominational 
churches, and then settled into a pattern of a 
family bible reading on Sunday. Julian sampled 
a Methodist church in Middle and High School, 
but never really integrated into any particular 
church.

As young adults, we both found ourselves firmly 
in the “nones” camp - we believed in God, but 
didn’t affiliate with any religious organization. 
After meeting in college and getting married 
by a judge in 2010, we began to discuss what 
we wanted for our lives and those of our future 
children. You could say we didn’t quite have the 

right order down on this whole marriage thing. 
In those days, we looked forward to when we 
would have all the things the world promised: 
well-paying jobs, a beautiful home, a well-mani-
cured lawn, a satisfying career, and a nice car. If 
and when we checked those things off our list, 
we would achieve ‘happiness.’ We’re not sure 
we ever questioned what happiness was, or how 
these material things could help us to get there. 
After getting good jobs in teaching and pharma-
cy, buying an historic home and having a beau-
tiful little girl in 2012, we considered ourselves 
well on our way to our destination - ‘happiness.’ 

Instead something happened; each milestone 
didn’t lead us to a happy existence! Our feel-
ings were succinctly summed up in St. Augus-
tine’s words: “Our hearts are restless until they 
rest in You, O Lord.” We began to feel more and 
more stressed. We weren’t connecting well as a 
couple. Being far from family and friends, we felt 
lonely and disconnected. The jobs, although nec-
essary, didn’t satisfy the longing in our hearts. 
We began to question the notion that the world 
had handed us: if only you achieve enough, then 
you would be satisfied. We had this feeling in 
the back of our minds (or was it a desire in our 
souls?) that there was more to life than this pur-
suit. We wanted more for us and our new daugh-

Brought Home by the Holy Spirit
By Julian and Carolyn Robinson
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ter. At this point, we began to see religion as an 
answer rather than an obstacle to happiness.

However, this created a new quandary. We 
wanted to join an actual church to show us how 
to do this “religion thing.” We looked into vari-
ous denominations, but we couldn’t understand 
why so many existed. It became overwhelming 
to decipher the differences and figure out which 
one aligned with our values. What if we picked 
the wrong one? What if we liked the ideals of the 
church, but didn’t like the practice? It seemed 
like such a huge decision to make and one 
which had pretty big consequences for getting 
wrong. Then, Carolyn’s brother, who was taking 
RCIA classes (the process through which one 
becomes a full member of the Catholic Church), 
came for a visit at Eastertime, and invited us to 
Mass at St. Mary’s Church in Canandaigua. We 
were nervous. We hadn’t been to Mass since 
we were children. We didn’t know any of the 
responses or gestures. We knew we couldn’t 
receive Communion, but we didn’t really under-
stand why. Yet we kept coming back. At those 
first few Masses, we began to feel a peace wash-
ing over us and a desire to receive the Eucharist 
(thank you, Holy Spirit!). We also began to look 
into what the Church teaches and to watch You-
Tube videos like “Why Do Catholics Confess to 
a Priest” and “What Is Purgatory?” We realized 
that every question we had about the Catholic 
Church had an answer. Fellow Catholics like St. 
Thomas Aquinas and St. Augustine had wrestled 
with hard questions and used faith and reason to 
come to a credible answer. Even when we didn’t 
particularly like the answer to a question, we 
could see the answers’ attentiveness to objective 
natural law. We could deny the faith aspect, but 
the reason aspect still held us accountable to the 
answer. We became convinced that the Catholic 
Church contained the fullness of truth and we 
resolved to follow her teachings in matters both 
big and small.

So what does all of this have to do with our Bap-
tisms as infants? According to the Catechism, 
(CCC, 1265) “Baptism not only purifies from all 
sins, but also makes the neophyte ‘a new crea-
ture,’ an adopted son or daughter of God, who 
has become a ‘partaker of the divine nature,’ 
member of Christ and co-heir with Him, and a 
temple of the Holy Spirit.” At Baptism, we are 
given the gift of the Holy Spirit to dwell within 
us. We are enabled to notice the promptings 
that lead us to do God’s will. Each time we felt 
uneasy about a decision or when we felt a long-
ing for something missing in our lives, it was the 

Holy Spirit working in us to bring us back home 
to Christ’s bride - the Church. 

To be Baptized is to be inserted into the mysti-
cal Body of Christ, the Church. Just as a body 
does not function fully when missing a member, 
the Church desires to have all its members. And 
there are responsibilities inherent in the Sacra-
ment. “Having become a member of the Church, 
the person baptized belongs no longer to him-
self, but to him who died and rose for us” (CCC, 
1269). Our duty is to love and serve God. When 
we are not fulfilling those duties, we can feel 
a restlessness, a desire to look for something 
more. We are continually called by Jesus to fol-
low Him, and when we are not attentive to His 
call, the world can easily distract us. 

To be inserted in Christ is to be changed forever. 
Our life is in Christ. Our life is given to Christ. In 
exchange, we are given a share in Christ’s inheri-
tance - we are made sons & daughters of God. 
In Christ, we are able to call God and pray, “Our 
Father.” In Christ, we are indelibly marked for 
God.  “Baptism seals the Christian with the indel-
ible spiritual mark (character) of his/her belong-
ing to Christ. No sin can erase this mark, even if 
sin prevents Baptism from bearing the fruits of 
salvation” (CCC, 1272).

So, thank God for Baptism. As parents and god-
parents, we now have the privilege and duty of 
passing on the gift of faith in Jesus to our chil-
dren and godchildren.

Julian and Carolyn are a mentor 
couple, serving through the Baptism 
Preparation Team. They live in Victor 
with their 3 daughters.

BUYING OR SELLING?  
Give me a call!

Pittsford Office
33 South Main St,
Pittsford, NY 14534

JAMIE SEIBOLD
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

C: 585.752.1764
O: 585.381.4770

jamieseibold@howardhanna.com
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“I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the 
life of the world.” The Jews quarreled among 
themselves, saying, “How can this man give us 
his flesh to eat?” Jesus said to them, “Amen, 
amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not 
have life within you. Whoever eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise 
him on the last day. For my flesh is true food, 
and my blood is true drink.”  - John. 6:51-55

I am a cradle Catholic, born into the faith, bap-
tized as an infant and started my life in Catholic 
school, taught by the nuns at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel in Pennsylvania. I remember distinctly 
the day that I made my First Holy Communion. I 
was in second grade, the same year as my eldest 
son is now, and my parents, grandparents and 
family all packed into the back of the church 
as the entire class processed one by one to the 
priest to receive our Lord. I remember being 
taught by the nuns that I was receiving Jesus, 
and that I needed to show my reverence to him 
when receiving him. I can recall them telling us 
to genuflect before we were given the host and 
to make sure we said “Amen” afterwards. But at 
that age, I just couldn’t grasp the unbelievable 
gift that I was being given. After my first recep-
tion of the Eucharist, Holy Communion became 
just a routine and remained that way for many 
years. 

I went away to college and during that time and 
for several years later, I fell into the trap of moral 
relativism and strayed away from the Church. I 
told myself, “You don’t need to go to a Church 
and follow rules to make you a good disciple of 
the Lord, all you need is a personal relationship 
with God and to be a good person.” To say that I 
wish I could go back in time and slap the back of 
my head would be an understatement. It pains 
me to even write and admit that I thought this 
way. At the same time, I was searching for things 
that I thought would made me happy. Yet, I al-
ways felt a void and I didn’t know what would fill 

it. In retrospect, it was this void that Jesus was 
addressing with his words “Amen, amen I say to 
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you do not have life within 
you.” (John 6:54)

Then something amazing happened during the 
most stressful, painful and trying time of my life. 
My youngest son was born with a serious kidney 
condition. From his birth to the first few weeks 
of his life, he was at a NICU. I was so distraught. 
I didn’t know what to do. Instinctively, I found 
myself going back to my faith, and began pray-
ing non-stop to Our Lady. In the NICU, I would 
hold my son, rock him in my arms, sit and pray 
until we were both asleep. Then one day, while 
drifting in and out of consciousness, I saw an 
outline of a beautiful woman all dressed in white 
standing over the crib of my son! I knew instant-
ly who she was, the Blessed Virgin Mary! She 
heard my prayers. She was consoling my son. 
She was letting me know that she was watching 
over him. And I felt this overwhelming sense of 
peace. That moment changed my life forever! 
I was back in Confession the next week, and 
then to Mass. I literally cannot read enough and 
learn enough about the faith, or pray enough to 
celebrate my newly found relationship with my 
faith.

So how does this all relate back to the Eucharist, 
and the true presence of Christ? Well, remem-
ber that void I spoke about earlier, only Christ 
could fill it. I needed to know him and about 
him through the Eucharist, the writings of the 
Church Fathers, the magisterial teachings of the 
Church, through podcasts and YouTube videos. 
The more I learned, the more I saw. During this 
time, my eldest son was starting his foray into 
Faith Formation, and my wife, born and raised a 
Methodist began her journey in the Rite of Chris-

Yeah, Dad. 
That’s Jesus!
By John Ahern
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tian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) Program. They 
were turning to me as the head of my domestic 
church to lead and teach them, for example, 
about transubstantiation. I distinctly remember 
my wife asking me, “So if you Catholics believed 
that the host is really the Body, Blood, Soul and 
Divinity of Jesus, why are so many people just 
walking up there and so cavalierly receiving 
him?” And not to be out done, my son piped in 
with “Yeah, dad. That’s Jesus!” Alleluia! So sim-
ple, yet so profound. 

How we approach Jesus in the Eucharist and 
in the other sacraments matter. The earliest of 
Christians sought to understand this too: “That 
in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
those that are in heaven, on earth, and under 
the earth.” (Philippians 2:10). That it is the Cre-
ator of the heavens and the earth who stands 
before us at Holy Communion, do we seek to 
encounter him, do we recognize him as God, 
do give him our respect and reverence? While 
manners of reception of Holy Communion can 
be a sore subject, it is important for us to reflect 
how we receive Jesus in the Eucharist – walk up 
casually or reverently; bow or kneel; grab him 
or receive him; by mouth or hand. How do our 
actions precisely express our true faith in Jesus 
in the Eucharist? To me personally, this is where 

my journey to the Lord and my reception of his 
Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity culminate. As 
I walk to the altar for Holy Communion, there are 
times when my knees actually shake in holy fear 
of God and regret for all of my sins. As I come 
before the priest, who stands in the person of 
Christ, and hear the words “The Body of Christ”, 
I drop to my knees in awe of the unbelievable 
gift that I am being offered - God is offering 
Himself to me!

Where I am now in my faith journey did not 
come to me overnight. I know that I have been 
given a gift and I will be judged on what I do 
with this gift. I hope to evangelize as many 
people as I can, not disparaging or forcing 
anyone to do things a certain way, but by my 
own witness as a disciple of Jesus Christ. I hope 
you find a smile on your face when you see my 
youngest boy, our miracle baby, now two years 
of age, kneeling next to me before the altar at 
Holy Communion. 

John Ahern is currently the Deputy 
Grand Knight for the local council of 
the Knights of Columbus, and also 
serves in the Parish Pastoral Council.

St. Patrick’s Parishioners,

20% OFF
Printing Services

Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with any other offers. Restrictions 
apply. Valid and redeemable only when presented at a participating location.  
The UPS Store centers are independently owned and operated. 

Offer expires 1/31/2021.

The UPS Store
Cobblestone Court Plaza

(across from Eastview Mall, near Pier 1)
154 Cobblestone Court

585-223-7010
www.theupsstorelocal.com/1030

Open 7 days
Parishioner owned and operated.

Printing, notarizing, faxing, shredding, mailboxing, 
passport photoing, freighting, returning, creating, 
copying, designing and more - all in one place.

If you think all we do is shipping, 
you have another ing coming.
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“Baptism, the Eucharist, and the sacrament of 
Confirmation together constitute the ‘sacra-
ments of Christian initiation,’ whose unity must 
be safeguarded… Confirmation is necessary for 
the completion of baptismal grace. For “by the 
sacrament of Confirmation, [the baptized] are 
more perfectly bound to the Church and are en-
riched with a special strength of the Holy Spirit. 
Hence, they are, as true witnesses of Christ, 
more strictly obliged to spread and defend the 
faith by word and deed.” - Catechism, 1285.

How’s that for God’s perfect plan for each of 
us! God never just gives us a little but equips us 
with all we need, precisely when we need it, to 
become the missionary disciples we are called 
to be. Confirmation is necessary for the comple-
tion of baptismal grace. What began on the day 
of our baptism will, in the sacrament of Confir-
mation, be completed and intentional disciple-
ship begins. Just reflect on the life of Jesus. He 
began his public ministry after his full identifica-
tion with the Trinity through the Father’s iden-
tification of Jesus as His Beloved Son and with 
the Holy Spirit resting upon him at his baptism 
by John the Baptist in the waters of the Jordan. 
The Holy Spirit is the “key”. Working with the 
Holy Spirit, the gifts that we inherit as children of 
God on the day of our baptism are consciously 

opened and put to use. You might ask, “Why not 
just give all what we need all at once?” Well, we 
need time to understand what we are called to 
do. Think. You weren’t given car keys just be-
cause you turned 16. You first need to learn the 
rules of the road, how to drive, and then pass a 
driving test to receive your driving license. Only 
then were you able to properly use your key to 
begin new adventures in the open road of life.

With the spiritual gifts of wisdom, knowledge, 
understanding, right judgement, courage, piety 
or reverence, and awe and wonder in God, “un-
locked” by the Spirit for us, we are ready for the 
mature journey with Christ. These gifts give us 
what we need, to “Go, therefore, and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.” (Mt 28:19-20) These gifts are 
essential to living a life of virtue that is pleasing 
to God. They help us become the best version of 
ourselves, as mature other Christs in the world. 

There is so much meaning, symbolism and ac-
tion in the sacrament and the rite of Confirma-
tion that I really encourage you to explore in the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, paragraphs 
1285-1321. To understand that Confirmation is a 

Becoming Mature Christian Disciples 
in the Holy Spirit
By Elizabeth Johnston
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“new beginning” and not a finality is very impor-
tant. In my 20+ years of experience and ministry 
in Christian Formation, I have personally experi-
enced and seen the ongoing formation of Chris-
tian disciples, myself included. The Holy Spirit 
builds us from our previous experiences. I cer-
tainly feel this way, as the Holy Spirit leads me 
to a new journey with you here at St. Patrick’s. 
At this point in my life, I can see better how the 
Holy Spirit and the spiritual gifts have guided my 
journey of faith, sustained my relationship with 
Christ, and helped me as a disciple in bringing 
others to Christ. I especially love to share about 
the gift of understanding and awe and wonder 
God. In my life, God is simply spectacular, and 
his timing, pure perfection. With the Holy Spirit 
and the spiritual gifts, I could never doubt the 
presence of God’s hands in every moment of my 
existence.

Many young people and adults whom I have 
had the joy of accompanying in their journey 
toward and through the sacrament of Confirma-
tion have left imprints in my own life. However, 
two persons always come to mind. One was a 
young man named Ed, who was 13 years old at 
that time. During the preparation process, the 
Confirmands are asked to choose the name of a 
saint whose life they would like to imitate. This 
saint would be like their “cheerleader” in heaven 
and whose life example will guide and help them 
on the way to heaven. Ed chose St. Andrew the 
Apostle, who was the brother of St. Peter. On 
the day of the presentation of the Confirmation 
names to the parents, sponsors and the rest of 
the class, the Confirmands were asked “Why 
did you choose this saint?” Ed answered, “St. 
Andrew was the first of Jesus’ apostles and he 
brought his brother, Simon Peter, to meet Jesus. 
I want to do the same thing; I want to bring oth-
ers to Jesus.” Needless to say, I had to hold back 
tears of pride and joy because Ed truly under-
stood not just his Confirmation name but more 
importantly what it means to be a Christian 
disciple. The other was Daneisha, who was 15 
years old at the time. During the final interview, 
she was asked, “What do you intend to do with 
what you learned during your preparation for 
the sacrament of Confirmation?” She answered, 
“I want to sit where you are sitting right now.” I 
had to hold back tears then, too. 

Jesus invited us to follow him, that eventually, 
he may send us out to the world to carry out the 
mission that he shares with us. The sacrament of 
Confirmation helps us deepen our relationship 
with Jesus and his Church, and under the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit, with encouragement and 
assurance, we go forth to bring the Good News 
of Jesus to others whom we encounter along the 
way. 

Elizabeth Johnston is our new Youth 
Minister and Confirmation Coordinator. 
She was born in the Dominican Repub-
lic but moved to the U.S. at the age of 
3. She lived in NYC for part of my life 
before moving to Rochester. She is hap-
pily married, going on 18 years to her 

husband, Jim and they have a son, Christian who is 
13 years old (going on 20).

Call (585) 546-1400IsaacHeating.com

Isaac has been a part of the local community for 
75 years. We’re proud to stand behind our heating and  

air conditioning products and our work!

We understand that you’re buying more than a furnace 
or air conditioner—you’re looking for a company and a 

customer service team with integrity.  Whatever your  
situation, Isaac’s highly trained professionals will educate 

you about your options and help you decide which  
solution is best for your needs and budget.

HVAC   |   Healthy Home Assessments   |   Plumbing   |   Electrical
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Love is patient, love is kind. It is not jealous, love 
is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not rude, 
it does not seek its own interests, it is not quick-
tempered, it does not brood over injury, it does 
not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with 
the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 
fails… - 1 Cor 13:4-8

There are many labels out there for marriage. 
Regardless of what you choose to call it, mar-
riage is a bond between two people that sur-
passes all other human connections in terms 
of commitment, intensity, and love. And as we 
celebrate our 20th wedding anniversary this 
summer, we are reminded of how blessed we are 
to be with each other; with unwavering com-
mitment, growing intensity, and ever-expanding 
love. In the paragraphs ahead, we will share 
a little bit about ourselves and then turn the 
conversation back to you for your own personal 
reflection about the beautiful Sacrament of Mar-
riage. 

When we met as young professionals twenty-
five years ago at a volleyball game, who could 
have guessed that we’d be sitting here in 2020 
writing for our parish magazine about mar-
riage…OUR marriage. Crazy. But an unexplain-
able power swept over us that summer day in 
1995. And in the next few years that power was 
at work aligning the moon and the stars so that 
we would one day meet at the altar of marriage 
to profess our commitment and love. From a 
long-distance relationship between California 
and Maine, to us each being called back to work 
at our family businesses in Boston and Victor, to 
Brian being accepted to graduate school in Bos-
ton, there were countless challenges that may 
have prevented us from finding our way to each 
other. But the power at work was determined 
to bring us together. It was deep at work in our 
hearts and minds driving us to find a way to be 
at each other’s side. The power prevailed. And 

we believe it was the power of God at work. How 
else could we jump through so many hoops to 
make our way to Boston to ultimately start our 
marriage?

August 5, 2000 was our big day. The wedding. 
With Gayle from Boston and Brian from Victor, 
trying to plan a wedding location that would 
please all sides of the family was a challenge. 
Thus enters our first bout of relationship team-
work to find compromise that optimized happi-
ness for us and those we love. Our next big test 
came when we decided a year later to move 
from Boston to Victor for Brian to join his family 
business. This was a big loss as our closeness to 
Gayle’s family was so strong; while at the same 
time there was excitement to be near Brian’s 
family and move into our first home in Fairport. 
With this decision we made a conscious choice 
to budget time and income to visit Boston 
regularly which still holds true to this day. Again, 

Love, the Power of God 
Ever at Work
By Gayle and Brian Reh
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compromise was found that optimized happi-
ness for us and those we love. Then came the 
family planning stage in our marriage where the 
emotional whirlwind had many chapters. From 
numerous losses, to Gayle leaving her career 
to care for our kids full time, to the highs and 
lows that come with running a business. Yet we 
were a team that pulled together to find our 
way through the challenges and to celebrate the 
wins. As we now reflect on these chapters in our 
lives, it’s clear to us that the power of God was 
at work. How else could we grow even closer to-
gether through thick and thin? God walked with 
us over those mountains. God has been helping 
us to live out our vows. 

Brian grew up in the Lutheran Church albeit with 
very little engagement. Gayle grew up in the 
Catholic Church and was much more involved 
and committed to her faith. So when it came 
time to define what our wedding day would 
look like, there were some decisions to be made. 
Given that Gayle’s faith was so important to 
her, we agreed that we would take the steps to 
be married in the Catholic Church. Celebrating 
the Sacrament of Matrimony is a sign of Jesus’s 
presence in our lives, an act of receiving God’s 
divine grace. It’s meant to draw a couple into 
a deeper understanding of God’s love.  Look-
ing back, neither of us truly had a grasp on 
what that meant. With time and reflection and 
prayer and witness, we get a little closer to that 
understanding…knowing that we will always be 
in wonder of God’s unwavering love for us. Of 
the many great gifts that came with this deci-
sion to marry in the Catholic Church, one that 
stands out was our participation in Pre-Cana. 
We gained so much wisdom from the volunteer 
couples; practical lessons like how to manage 
finances to deeper testimony of how God was 
ever present in their marriages to help them 
navigate obstacles. The boost from Pre-Cana 
carried into our marriage around the conversa-
tion of what faith would look like for our chil-
dren. We agreed that the Catholic Church was 
where we wanted to raise our kids, so Brian 
entered the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults) which Gayle attended as well. Together 
we learned and recharged our faith though the 
RCIA process which concluded with Brian being 
confirmed in the Catholic Church.

It was our own Pre-Cana experience that even-
tually served as a calling for us to get involved 
with the Marriage Preparation Ministry at St 

Patrick’s in 2010. We wanted to get involved. We 
believed that God had given us a gift and it was 
intended to be shared. We didn’t have a perfect 
marriage (if there were such a thing), but we 
did have the willingness to be open and honest 
and vulnerable in the hopes that something we 
shared would help the engaged couples prepar-
ing for the Sacrament of Marriage. And what we 
have found is something we didn’t expect. We 
expected this to be a “giving” exercise, yet what 
actually happens each February is that we RE-
CEIVE immeasurable value. Pre-Cana serves as a 
refresh to our own marriage where we are able 
to step back and examine our lives, our faith, our 
family, our dreams, our struggles. We are blessed 
to be able to see one another through the eyes 
of numerous starry-eyed couples. We learn 
wisdom from both the engaged couples and 
the married couples, each in different seasons 
of their relationship with each other and with 
Christ. We get to think about our own children 
(now ages 9, 12, and 16) and how our marital 
behaviors will influence them for a lifetime to 
come. In short, the gifts we receive from leading 
marriage prep far outweigh the energy we invest 
in it, every year.

So you’ve heard a little bit about us. How about 
you? What are these words stimulating in your 
minds? When is the last time you sat back and 
reflected on your marriage - on its health, on its 
trajectory, on how it influences others who are 
watching, on its beauty, and on its sacredness? 
Marriage is a sacrament: in the love between 
husband and wife the love between God and His 
People, the love between Jesus and His Church 
is made visible. It is a commitment to a lifelong 
partnership to love one another, to nurture a 
family, and to live out the teachings of Jesus. 
Marriage also takes work. Our experience is that 
the more that you invest in it, the more that you 
(and others!) receive from it. If you told us that 
we would have the capacity to love each other 
more today than on our blissful wedding day, 
we would have said you were crazy. Yet, by the 
grace of God our love has, in fact, grown stron-
ger. And as future challenges will inevitably 
come, so too will our faith be there to help us 
through. 

Gayle and Brian Reh, blessed with  
Nolan, Adam, and Anna, now  
coordinate our Parish Pre-Cana Team.  
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According to the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, the sacraments of Baptism, Confirma-
tion and Eucharist, are the sacraments of initia-
tion to our Faith. They are grounded in the com-
mon vocation of all Christ’s disciples... namely a 
vocation to holiness and to the mission of evan-
gelizing the world. (Catechism, 1533) 

Two other sacraments, Holy Orders and Mat-
rimony, are directed towards the salvation of 
others, as well as to one’s personal salvation, 
through service to others. These two sacraments 
confer a particular consecration on those receiv-
ing them, to assist them in their duties and their 
new dignity. (Catechism, 1534)

Oddly enough, we find these sacraments un-
der particular attack and questioned by today’s 
secular world... namely same sex marriage; 
couples living together without the benefits of 
the sacrament of marriage; why not married or 
women priests/deacons... these are issues that 
challenge us as a church and may be cause for 
our personal angst. This article will not address 
these questions, so for now…

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 
called you by name: you are mine. When you 
pass through waters, I will be with you; through 
rivers, you shall not be swept away. When you 
walk through fire, you shall not be burned, nor 
will flames consume you. For I, the LORD, am 
your God, the Holy One of Israel, your savior. 
Because you are precious in my eyes and hon-
ored, and I love you...Fear not, for I am with you. 
- Isaiah 43:1-5

The sacrament of Holy Orders remains on the 
back burner for many of us. I would venture a 
guess that most of us have never attended an 
ordination liturgy. If you’re a bucket list person, I 
would recommend that you add it. Holy Orders 
is the sacrament through which the mission en-
trusted by Christ to his apostles continues to be 
exercised in the Church. Holy Orders has three 
degrees: the episcopate (bishops), the presby-
terate (priests), and the diaconate (deacons). 
(Catechism, 1536)

What is unusual about the sacraments of Mar-
riage and Holy Orders is that an individual can-
not choose by themselves to receive either 
sacrament. We may have learned that we can-
not force someone to love us. So it means that 
to get married we have to have someone who 
wants to marry us also.  It’s part of the cer-
emony, that the couple is asked if they have 
come freely to marry their spouse and intend on 
marrying them for all the days that they will live. 
They must answer individually and in the singu-
lar, “I have. I will.”

It is somewhat different for Holy Orders.  No one 
has the right to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders. Indeed no one claims this office for him-
self; God has to call him. (Catechism, 1577) So a 

Called by God into Service of Holiness
By Deacon John Payne
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man is called to orders. Vocare, the Latin word, 
which means ‘to call’ is root of the word voca-
tion. During the ordination right, the names of 
the ordinands are called by the Bishop, and they 
answer, “Present”. It is then that the ordinand is 
confirmed in his vocation by the Church.

The symbol of ordination is an action common 
to the rites of ordination to all three degrees of 
orders of ministry. The symbol is the imposition 
of hands on the head of the ordinand. It is a sign 
of blessing and an epicletic gesture, wherein 
the Holy Spirit is called upon the person be-
ing ordained. It is done in silence, immediately 
before the words of consecration. Pope Pius XII 
declared that the imposition of hands was the 
sacramental matter of ordination and that the 
epicletic section of each prayer of consecration 
was the sacramental form of ordination. The sac-
rament confers an indelible spiritual character, 
like Baptism and Confirmation, and cannot be 
repeated or conferred temporarily. 

The grace of the Holy Spirit proper to this sacra-
ment is a configuration to Christ as Priest, Teach-
er, and Pastor, of whom the ordained is made a 
minister. The words of these prayers are found in 
the Catechism, paragraphs 1586-88. 

Holy Orders is a very humbling call to those who 
have received it. The Catechism in paragraph 
1589, reminds them: “Before the grandeur of the 
priestly grace and office, the holy doctors felt 
an urgent call to conversion in order to conform 
their whole lives to him whose sacrament had 
made them ministers. Thus St. Gregory of Na-
zianzus, as a very young priest, exclaimed: We 
must begin by purifying ourselves before purify-
ing others; we must be instructed to be able to 
instruct, become light to illuminate, draw close 
to God to bring him close to others, be sancti-
fied to sanctify, lead by the hand and counsel 
prudently. I know whose ministers we are, where 
we find ourselves and to where we strive. I know 
God’s greatness and man’s weakness, but also 
his potential.” 

Who then is the priest? He is the defender of 
truth, who stands with angels, gives glory with 
archangels, causes sacrifices to rise to the altar 
on high, shares Christ’s priesthood, refashions 
creation, restores it in God’s image, recreates it 
for the world on high and, even greater, is divin-
ized and divinizes.

My personal journey to the diaconate actually 
began with an interest in becoming a priest. My 
uncle was a priest and when he baptized me he 
declared that I would become a priest. My moth-
er took that to heart and guided my early life 
towards that end... no girls, no dating.  I entered 
the seminary in the ninth grade and continued 
my studies through high school and college, 
After graduation I decided that I wasn’t holy 
enough or perfect enough to be a priest, so I left 
the seminary.

I was soon married and had five children and 
was very happy, but something was nagging at 
my spirit. One day after mass, the pastor asked 
me if I had ever considered becoming a deacon. 
We talked about my seminary journey and it 
finally hit me that as a dad I was not perfect, but 
I was a good dad and husband. In looking at the 
early disciples, Jesus didn’t pick perfect men - 
one denied him, one betrayed him, and all but 
one ran away when he was arrested after prom-
ising to defend him to their death. 

Five months later, I began my studies and con-
tinued my discernment to be deacon. I reminded 
myself that I didn’t have to be perfect but had to 
live a life of Christian prayer and example. I was 
ordained on June 12, 1999.

Today the Diaconate Program is a five-year 
process and is a decision that is made with your 
spouse. You must lead a life of prayer and be 
dedicated to the service of your faith commu-
nity. The root of the word deacon is diakonia, 
meaning service. Speaking from experience it is 
a life that is very humbling and very exciting, and 
yes, sometimes scary but you will never walk 
alone.

May we continue to pray for vocations to the 
orders of the episcopate (bishops), presbyterate 
(priests), and diaconate (deacons), and encour-
age our sons and brothers and husbands to con-
sider their calling to orders. May we especially 
pray for those who are discerning their vocation 
and especially those who are ordained. May we 
help them as we share a common vocation to 
holiness and to the mission of evangelizing the 
world.

Deacon John Payne had been gener-
ously serving our parish through the 
Pre-Cana Program, RCIA, the Liturgy 
and Stewardship Committees, and the 
Pastoral Council.
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So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; 
as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And 
when He had said this, He breathed on them and 
said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you for-
give the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven 
them; if you retain the sins of any, they have 
been retained.” - John 20:21-23

My husband and I pull into the church parking 
lot before Mass for Penance and Reconciliation 
on Saturdays. We have made celebrating the 
sacrament our weekly ritual for years now, evolv-
ing as our family and faith grow. 

As a child, my family did not attend weekly 
Mass. I went to Sunday School and received my 
First Penance and First Eucharist but my journey 
in faith and deeper experience of the sacraments 
did not evolve until my 20’s, when I met my hus-
band. He was raised in a home where Mass was 
celebrated weekly, and the other sacraments, 
regularly.  I always had a yearning to know more 
about my Catholic faith throughout my life, but 
never knew where to begin. 

I experienced my second reconciliation nearly 
20 years after I had first received it.  Youth and 
innocence had played a part in my absence. I 
have been celebrating the sacrament of Penance 
and Reconciliation for the past fifteen years, and 
having experienced the mercy, love, and for-
giveness of Jesus, I do not want to be without 
it again. I desire to be in God’s good graces. For 
when I am reconciled with Him, I feel worthy to 
receive the Body and Blood of Christ and to join 
Him, one day, in His kingdom.  

During the initial stages of the pandemic when 
the public celebration of the Mass and the other 
sacraments were suspended, we were saddened 
and there was an absence and loss in our lives. 
The freedom we had to practice our faith and 
celebrate the sacraments was such a blessing. 
The pandemic changed all these and we were 
faced without the ability to celebrate that as 

a community. Right now, we, as a society, look 
very different. COVID-19 has brought such sud-
den and unexpected changes in the lives of all 
of us. We have been quarantined, some have 
lost jobs, we have been isolated at times. During 
this time, our family has felt the longing to find 
and experience the presence of God not only in 
church but also at home, not only on Sundays 
but throughout the days of the week. 

Now that my family and I have returned to cel-
ebrating the sacraments again, we find ourselves 
cherishing them even more. Our lives may have 
been turned upside down but our blessings from 
Jesus, like the Sacrament of Penance and Rec-
onciliation, are unwavering and always here for 
us despite the changes all around us.

When we receive Penance and Reconciliation, 
we go together as a family. My husband and I 
take turns staying with our three children in the 
car. Often, one of the kids is crying, they are 
hungry, and the timing is even possibly inconve-
nient. But these are distractions, and we do not 
want to risk the reconciliation of our souls with 
Jesus. Our children have seen us pull up each 
week to church for Reconciliation throughout 
their young lives.  Now that our 8 year old has 
recently received her First Penance, she has a 
much different perspective of our Saturday rit-
ual. She is now a participant and has embraced 
the sacrament whole heartedly. It has been really 
impactful to see how she has chosen the sacra-
ments to be a part of her life.  

The sacraments have been important to my fam-
ily and to me now more than ever. We have been 
reminded of what a blessing it is to be able to 
practice our faith as Catholics.

My name is Joelle Nugent and my hus-
band and I reside here in Victor with 
our 3 children ages 8, 6 and 3. We have 
been married for almost 14 years.

Jesus is Here for Us 
through Forgiveness 
and Reconciliation
By Joelle Nugent
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Celebrating the Faith
You may submit photos with captions to vstpatrick@dor.org.

Children’s Choir practice via Zoom

Bringing the Mass at Home Corpus Christi Procession

Giovanna and Audriana, among our First 
Communicants

Harvests from the Giving Garden Newly installed HVAC units
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Newly refinished front church doors

Parish Retreat with Fr. McAlear

Photographs of parishioners occupy the pews

Preschoolers receiving activity packets

Seal-coating of the new parking lot Spring planting at the Mary’s Grotto

Ushers prepare for resumption of Mass
Weeding at the parish gardens
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“Is any sick among you? Let him call for the 
elders of the church; and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: 
the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him up; and if he has committed 
sins, they shall be forgiven him.” – James 5:14-15

I have taken many opportunities to lower my 
head and open my hands for the Sacrament of 
the Anointing of the Sick, not merely for myself, 
but in the conviction this sacrament has become 
in me through the years.  

My Dad went home on October 8, 1994.

Dad fell when he was visiting in Pennsylvania, a 
blood clot lodged in his brain. At midnight, my 
brother and I were driving down for his surgery. 
Shortly after we arrived, the surgeon came out 
to let us know that all went well. What the doc-
tor didn’t know, however, is that dad had been ill 
for many years. 

I knew that Dad was going to die and I was wor-
ried about his soul, not his earthly life. I found 
the chapel in the hospital early that morning. 
In the chapel was this this sweet lady who hap-
pened to be there to say prayers of thanksgiv-
ing. That angel held my hands while we prayed 
together. As we talked. I told her my Dad’s story, 
including he hadn’t been to church in years, and 
she told me hers. She had beaten cancer here, 
and came back to the chapel often.

She told me she would pray for Dad and would 
leave something for me at the nurse’s station. 
She left for me the “Piety Book of Prayers.” I 
can’t tell you the comfort I found in its pages, 
like specific prayers for the dying, that are to be 
prayed as a spiritual act of mercy.  

After 48 hours, we learned that Dad was brain 
dead. Once the ventilator was removed, he was 
expected to stop breathing, within a few min-
utes. To prepare, we requested a priest through 
the social worker. He came and spoke to us 
about letting Dad go.  He anointed him as we 

stayed by Dad’s side. With the ventilator out, 
hours passed and Dad was breathing on his own. 
Brain dead, but Dad was alive. For nine days, 
Dad took breath. All the while I was praying for 
him with the trust that our Lord would bring him 
home. Nine days of prayer were offered for my 
dying father.  

Each time I hold my hands out for the Anoint-
ing of the Sick, I remember the promises Jesus 
gave us should we choose to believe, should we 
choose to partake, should we choose to share.  
To grant a peaceful death. To provide physical 
and spiritual strength during the time of illness. 
I need the grace of the sacrament for the death 
of my father and for the strength I needed as I 
continued to care for my mother.  

In 2015, my Mom was in the hospital thirteen 
times. Each month, we dealt with a serious ill-
ness. Each month, the doctor cautioned us that 
it could be her last month. Mom resided in a 
memory care unit and was not easily mobile. 
Each month, I placed my hands before Father 
Edison to celebrate the Anointing of the Sick 
for her and strength for me.  Mom’s demen-
tia was bad enough that she didn’t remember 
those hospital stays. I gave that burden to Jesus 
through the Anointing of the Sick.

Shortly after Dad died, I started saying the 
Fifteen Prayers of St. Bridget from the “Piety 
Book of Prayer”. I remember showing my Mom 
the prayer book and she too started this nightly 
ritual of prayer. The promises Jesus gives us for 
reciting these prayers came true. Mom had a 
vision of the Blessed Virgin Mary shortly before 
she died.  I was with her at the time.  I could 
not see the Blessed Mother, but Mom could and 
pointed to me the corner where she was. She 
told me that Mary was speaking and motion-
ing to her that it was time to come home. Mom 
had been suffering from a fall, broke her neck 
and had a stroke. The day after her vision of the 
Blessed Mother, Mom asked if I held her hands 
while she slept the previous evening. I had not, 

Held by the Hand from Sickness 
and Death to Eternal Life
By Cheryl Avery
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as it was the first night I’d gone home in a week. I 
asked her who she thought it was, she said it was 
Jesus. “Jesus held my hands last night.” 

Mom received the Sacrament of Anointing of the 
Sick before she went into hospice. I knew she 
would die peacefully. I knew I could be at her side 
without worry or pain. Mom was going home; she 
was free from any sin.  She was happy and I was 
at peace. It was through the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick that I found a closer rela-
tionship with Jesus.

I will continue to put my hands out for the Sacra-
ment of the Anointing of the Sick, for myself, my 
family and friends. I will continue to give our Lord 
my burdens, as the Lord will bring me strength, 
healing and peace. 

Cheryl Avery and her 
husband David have 
been married 35 years. 
They have two amaz-
ing sons, a wonderful 
daughter-in-law and 
two beautiful grand-
children.

2020-21 Year of the Sacraments 
Monthly Focus

September: Introduction
  The Church as a Sacrament
October: What is a Sacrament?
November: Baptism
December: Confirmation
January: Eucharist
February: Penance and Reconciliation
March:  Anointing of the Sick
April:  Holy Orders
May:  Matrimony 

Be attentive to the weekly bulletin, the 
website, the Face Book page, and weekly 
emails for follow-up information. The  
Sunday homilies will focus on the  
sacraments and topics proper to each 
sacrament.  
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Many students would love to hear the words - 
ALL LEARNING HAS CEASED. But what would 
our world become if this were the case? All 
research would stop. We would stop developing 
new concepts and easier ways of living. Medi-
cal cures would cease to be developed. No one 
wants progress to become stagnant or come to 
a complete halt.  The same goes for our Catholic 
faith. We are called to be lifelong learners, not 
just in the classroom or workplace but in our 
faith and church as well.  Knowing that we are a 
people of continual learning, St. Patrick’s Chris-
tian Formation has a fantastic year of learning 
scheduled! We offer something for everyone!  

In addition to the web-based Formed.org, which 
is a phenomenal free resource of movies, books, 
audio books, bible studies, videos, kid “stuff”, 
homilies, and more, we offer in-person oppor-
tunities! In light of COVID-19 restrictions, there 
are strategies in place to gather both virtually or 
outside where social distancing is better main-
tained. Here is what is happening this Fall and 
registration is now open.

Christian Formation for All Grades.  
This year, coinciding with our parish theme, we 
focus on the sacraments. The Parent-led Cat-
echesis meets once a month on EITHER Sunday 
or Tuesday. Parents attend to learn the material 
and then teach students at home.  During the 
parent session, students attend a fun review here 
at Church. Each family in the program are pro-
vided with a Parent Book, Student Workbook, 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, and a Journal. 
To complete the formation experience, fami-
lies must participate in the Sunday Masses, and 
engage in community service. In addition to the 
once a month class, families attend Family Day 
potluck once a month. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.  
This program is for children ages 3-5. There are 
two sessions from which to choose: Thursday 

afternoon from 12:45 PM to 2:45 PM, or Sunday 
mornings from 8:30 AM to 10:15 AM. Birth certifi-
cates and immunization records are required. 

First Reconciliation & First Communion.  
This preparation will take place in June AFTER 
completion of second grade. In June, we will be 
offering ‘Sacraments Camp,’ which will run from 
8:15 AM until 5 PM, Monday to Friday, for one 
week. Parents are required to attend a parent-
only retreat in the Spring prior to registering for 
the Sacraments Camp. At the weekend Masses, 
following Sacraments Camp, students will re-
ceive their First Communion. Baptismal certifi-
cates are required. 

Confirmation. (Beginning – 8th grade)  
The sacramental preparation is for anyone, 8th 
grade through high school, who has not yet 
started Confirmation preparation.  Confirmands 
meets two times per month, one Sunday and 
one Tuesday evening.  Confirmands must at-
tend both sessions with an adult partner (parent, 
sponsor, grandparent, etc).  Each session is 2 
hours.  All participants must have completed 7th 
grade Christian Formation. Baptismal certificates 
are required. 

Confirmation. (Level 2)  
This is for 9th grade students or older who have 
already completed Year 1 Confirmation prepara-
tion.  This class meets usually once a week for an 
hour.  For those who are interested in the new 
format, you may attend Confirmation Prep that 
meets two times per month.  Baptismal certifi-
cates are required and should have already been 
received. 

Edge.  
Edge is a Middle School youth ministry program 
for grades 6-8. This program focuses on fun 
within a spiritual setting. A team of adults ac-
companies our middle school students during 
their monthly meetings. This program does not 

Learning, Preparing and 
Celebrating the Sacraments
By Donna DeJoode



Fall 2020    St. Patrick’s Magazine   21

replace Christian Formation but rather 
enhances it within community life. 

LifeTeen.  
LifeTeen is a High School youth min-
istry program for grades 9-12. This 
young church meets on Sunday eve-
nings, beginning with the 5:00 PM 
Mass and continues with large group 
gathering. LifeTeen participation is 
a component of our Confirmation 
preparation.

Continue your lifelong learning and 
engage the young church in their 
lifelong faith journey with Jesus Christ 
and his Church!

If you have any question, 
please contact Donna De-
Joode, our Christian For-
mation Program Director 
through (585) 924-2800 or 

donna.dejoode@dor.org. 

Schedule of Events
Parent-Led Catechesis  
Sunday Option   
 
Sept 13   Class 
Sept 20  Both Session Potluck 
Oct 4    Class 
Oct 18    Potluck  
Nov 1     Class   
Nov 8     Both Session Potluck 
Dec 6    Class 
Dec 13    Potluck 
Jan 10    Class 
Jan 19    Both Session Potluck 
Feb 7    Class 
Feb 23    Both Session Potluck 
Mar 7    Class 
Mar 14    Potluck 
Apr 11    Class 
Apr 18    Potluck  
May 2     Class   
May 16    Potluck

Parent-Led Catechesis 
Tuesday Option 
 
Sept 15    Class 
Sept 20   Both Session Potluck 
Oct 6       Class 
Oct 20     Potluck 
Nov 2      Class 
Nov 8     Both Session Potluck 
Dec 1     Class 
Dec 15     Potluck 
Jan 5     Class 
Jan 19     Both Session Potluck 
Feb 2     Class 
Feb 23     Both Session Potluck 
Mar 2     Class 
Mar 16     Potluck 
Apr 6     Class 
Apr 20    Potluck 
May 4     Class 
May 18     Potluck 

Life Teen (High School)  
Sept 27 - Kickoff 
Oct 4, 18, 25 
November 1, 8, 15, 22 
Dec 6, 13, 20 
Jan 10, 24, 31 
Feb 7, 28 
Mar 7, 14, 21 
Apr 11, 18, 25 
May 2, 16, 23 
June 6 - Last Session

EDGE (Middle School) 
Sept 29 
Oct 27 
Nov 24 
Dec 22 
Jan 26 
Feb 17 Ash Wednesday Mass 
Together 
March 23 
Apr 27 
May 25
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2021 Spring Issue

Street Date: March 27
Ad Deadline: March 13
Editorial Deadline: March 6

Be a part of a 
future issue of Saint 
Patrick’s Magazine. 
See below for editorial 
and advertising 
deadlines. 

Business 
Card Size Ad 

for the 
Next Issue … 

only $95!

Contact 
Rich O’Donnell at 

richard.odonnell@dor.org 
to book your space.

Actual Size



SAINT PATRICK’S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Saint Patrick’s Church Stewardship Covenant 
The Saint Patrick’s Church commitment to parishioners: 
Liturgy and Sacramental Life: We will strive to celebrate liturgy and sacra-

ments in ways that acknowledge God’s presence in your life, nurture your 
spirituality, and promote your active and conscious participation in wor-
ship. 

Membership and Parish Life: We will create for you a family of faith that is 
both welcoming and engaging. 

Ongoing Christian Formation: We will help you continue to grow in your 
relationship with Jesus and His Church through ongoing Christian 
formation for adults and the family. 

Social Ministry and Outreach: We will provide you with concrete opportunities 
      to encounter and serve our brothers and sisters in need, face to face. 
Stewardship: We will be good stewards of your God-given gifts and will help 

you make positive difference in others’ lives through engagement in parish 
ministries and service to the local community. 

Parishioner commitment to Saint Patrick's Church: 

Liturgy and Sacramental Life: I will nurture my relationship with God through 
personal prayer, family prayer and the ongoing celebration of the sacra-
ments, particularly the weekly obligation to Sunday Mass. 

Membership and Parish Life: I will be intentional at nurturing my relationship 
with fellow parishioners and at being present at parish social events. 

Ongoing Christian Formation: I will continue to grow in my discipleship in 
Christ and to be intentional witness to others of my Catholic faith. 
Social Ministry and Outreach: I will seek to encounter and serve my 
brothers and sisters in need. 
Stewardship: I will share my God-given gifts of time, talent and treasure with 

Saint Patrick’s Church and with the community-at-large. Prayerfully,  I will 
strive to tithe: 

 5% to Saint Patrick’s Church
 2% to a local charitable institution
 2% to a charitable intuition of your choice
 1% to Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA).

On behalf of Saint Patrick’s Church:   Father Edison Tayag, Pastor 

____________________________________________________________________ 
Parishioner's Name and Signature 

____________________________________________________________________ 
Parishioner's Name and Signature 

Under the patronage  
of Saint Patrick, we seek 
to give intentional  
and joyful witness  
to the Gospel  
of Jesus Christ by— 

growing in Authentic faith 
which we whole-heartedly 
receive from God, who 
inspires and guides us; 

being Welcoming, 
believing that each person 
has the right to encounter 
and come to know Jesus 
Christ; and 

being Engaging because 
Jesus personally calls  
each of us to actively take 
part in the building  
of the kingdom of God.  

Pentecost 2018 



THE MEMORARE 

 
Remember,  

O most gracious Virgin Mary,  

that never was it known  

that anyone who fled to thy protection,  

implored thy help,  

or sought thine intercession  

was left unaided. 

 

Inspired by this confidence,  

I fly unto thee,  

O Virgin of virgins, my mother;  

to thee do I come,  

before thee I stand,  

sinful and sorrowful.  

O Mother of the Word Incarnate,  

despise not my petitions,  

but in thy mercy hear and answer me. 

Amen.


