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Authentic faith, Welcoming and Engaging 

+  +  +  Be holier today than yesterday. The only and truly sad thing in life is not to become a saint.  +  +  + 

Catholic Church 

 October 5-6, 2019   Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Year of Our Parish 
July 2019 - June 2020 

Celebrating our life in Christ  
at home and in the parish 

 

     This October, we focus our 
attention on the vocations in the 
Church: the married life, the 
ordained (deaconate and priest-
hood), and the religious life. 

During the Sunday homilies, Deacon John and Father Edison will help 
us reflect on these holy ways of life. In the parish, we have three sets of 
traveling chalice and paten. You are invited to host them in your home 
for a week. See Father Edison after Mass, to host a set. We ask you to 
place the chalice and the paten on your dining table. At a meal, pray this 
Prayer for Vocations with your family. Return the set to the Sacristy.  
 

Prayer for Vocations 
 

Heavenly Father, Creator of the Universe, 
your people are longing to hear your word. 

Send laborers into your harvest - 
women and men on fire with your love: 

 

Dedicated single people - 
who incarnate your presence in their daily lives, 

whose availability enables them 
to respond to a diversity of needs. 

 

Married couples - 
whose relationships serve as a sign 

of your fidelity to your people, 
whose love overflows to their children and neighbors. 

 

Ordained Ministers - 
who gather the prayers and longing of your people 

who serve as a channel of your presence 
through the sacraments. 

 

Religious sisters, brothers, and priests - 
whose life in community foreshadows 

our eternal unity in Christ, 
whose service brings your life to the world. 

 

May each of us respond with courage and generosity 
to our particular vocations, and may the Church recognize 

the Spirit's call to men and women of good will, 
trusting in your grace and generosity to answer all our needs. 

 

Amen.  

Think of Sacraments. Think of Divine Life.  
 

Sacrament of Baptism. 
The sacrament through 
which God, in Jesus Christ, 
makes us His sons and 
daughters. To prepare for 
reception, call Fr. Edison 
@ 924-7111. 

Sacrament of the Eucharist. The sacrament through which 
God, like a responsible parent, feeds us, with food from heav-
en: His Word, and the Body and Blood of Jesus.  

 Weekend Masses: Saturday at 4:30 PM, Sunday at 
8:30 and 10:30 AM, and 5:00 PM 

 Weekday Masses: Monday - Wednesday, Friday at 8:30 
AM, Thursday Communion Service at 8:30 AM 

 For First Holy Communion, call Donna DeJoode at 924-
2800 for more info. 

 Holy Communion may be brought to the sick, the home-
bound, and those in nursing homes and in hospitals. Call 
the Parish Office @ 924-7111 for more info. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. The sacrament through which 
God by the gift of the Holy Spirit strengthens us to give faith-
ful witness to our Catholic Faith. To prepare for reception, 
call Mrs. Janet Zazulak @ 924-2800. 

 Children, older than 7 y/o, and adults who needs to be 
baptized, receive Communion and/or be Confirmed, call 
Deacon John @ 924-7111.    

Sacrament of Reconciliation. The sacrament through which 
God’s mercy and love, justice and truth heals the wound of 
human sin. Generally offered an hour before each Mass. Please give 
the priest fifteen minutes before Mass to prepare for Mass. 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  The sacrament 
through which Jesus continues to heal the sick among us. 
Anointing is offered at each Mass on the first weekend of the 
month. Or call Fr. Edison @ 924-7111 to schedule an anoint-
ing.  
Sacrament of Marriage. The sacrament through which God 
calls a man and woman to become visible signs of His Love. 
Call Fr. Edison or Deacon John @ 924-7111 for more info. 
Sacrament of Holy Orders. The sacrament through which 
the mission Jesus entrusted to the apostles is continued in the 
Church. To learn more about vocations to the ordained min-
istry, please call Fr. Edison or Deacon John @ 924-7111. 

Never miss an opportunity to celebrate a sacrament.   
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Daily 3 PM Prayer Intentions 
    Please include any of these intentions 
at your daily 3 PM prayer: 

 For greater presence of families in 
Christian Formation at Sunday Mass, 

 For our Preschool—families and 
teachers—and its share in our 
parish’ mission, 

 For the members of the Children’s Choir: Nathan & 
Melanie Didas, Anna Eilertsen, Alina Johnson, Eryn 
O’Brien, Elise Reidy, Isabella Robinson, Veronica Rodri-
guez, & Heather Santarone, 

 For members of the parish who are ill, and those who are 
dying. 

Let us be known by our praying for each other. 

Liturgy & Sacramental Life 

because Jesus taught us to pray 

Liturgical Ministers for the Weekend of October 12 – 13 

Ministry Saturday 4:30 PM Sunday 8:30 AM Sunday 10:30 AM Sunday 5:00 PM 

Sacristan Ena Gill Cindy Chung Fransia Aguila Benny Malijian 

Lector One Cheryl Avery Julie Knapp Charles Callari Jack Marren 

Lector Two Malania Mammano Sandra Brannigan Carol Callari Ellie Hamilton 

Holy Body (3) Robert Belleville, Patty Hart,  
Linda Sandburg 

Kathy Barry, Ryan Didas,  
Thomas Gormel 

Michelle Amadio, 
Jennifer Demo, Marge Jacobs 

Cynthia Barron,  
Louis Barron, Collette Brien 

Precious Blood (2)  Dave Avery, 
Cheryl Avery 

Julie Knapp, 
Ken Reasoner 

Margie Rafferty,  
Thom Rafferty 

Sante DiCarlo, 
Paul Dumas        

Altar Servers (3) Gianluca Mammano, 
Alessio Mammano 

Hannah Flemming Dasha Aguila, Jane Marino 
Sarah Chrusicki 

Kelton Everett, 
Neo Passion 

Head Usher (Front Doors) Pat Bolger Dennis O’Dea John O’Brien John Butler 

Ushers / Greeters 
(1) Parish Center, (2) Family 

Room, (3) Front Doors 

(1) Jerre Ryan 
(2) David Mammano  
(3) Mike Manikowski 

(1) Bob Kolb 
(2) Mark Weigert 
(3) Mark Shea 

(1) David O’Hare 
(2) Ken Trotta  

(3) G. Heissenberger 

(1) Sante DiCarlo 
(2) Norm Ainsworth 

(3) Nick Ward 

Note: Ushers/Greeters, we appreciate you welcoming parishioners at your assigned station. 
If interested in serving as liturgical minister during the weekend Masses, please give the coordinators a call. See page 5 for contact info.  

Saturday        Oct. 5  

4:30pm - Ken & Ann Weigert by the Brodericks 

Sunday           Oct. 6 - Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  

8:30am - Eleanor Barry by Meg & Carlos CHaides 

10:30am - Dorothy Redding by Redding Family 

5pm - Richard Williams by Joanne Schuster   

Monday          Oct. 7 - Our Lady of the Rosary 

8:30am - Marie Sanders by Helen Barnes 

Tuesday          Oct. 8    

8:30am - Call the office for your mass intention 

Wednesday    Oct. 9 - St. Denis 

8:30am - Samuel by Helen Barnes 

Thursday       Oct. 10  

8:30am -  Communion Service 

Friday            Oct. 11 - St. John XXIII 

8:30am - Call the office for your mass intention 

Saturday        Oct. 12 

4:30pm -  Robert Przepiora Jr. by Family 

Sunday          Oct. 13 - Twenty–eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

8:30am - Eleanor Barry by Meg & Carlos CHaides 

10:30am - Dorothy Redding by Redding Family 

5pm - Richard Williams by Joanne Schuster  

A Rose for Mary 
A parish that prays together  

stays together! 
 

     Why are we here? To grow 
in our love for God and one 
another. And where do we best 
begin to carry out our mission? 
With God, in prayer! 

This October, commit to saying the rosary with a friend, 
your family, or as a group after the daily morning Mass. As a 
family, if praying the rosary is something new and appears 
daunting, then begin with the prayers used in this wonderful 
devotion, like the Hail Mary.  

See this devotion as growing our relationship not only 
with Jesus but also with his mother and our mother too. It is 
like offering Mary a flower.  

For every Hail Mary learned by heart, place a rose sticker 
on this board by the Guadalupe. For every rosary, pray, kindly 
do the same. In love, let us offer our Blessed Mother flowers.  

          October is the Month of the Rosary  
The Women’s Group  will be offering free rosaries and guides 

to Praying the Rosary for children and adults.  
Find these by the Image of the Guadalupe. 
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PARISH EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Sunday  Oct. 6 

All masses - Anointing of the Sick after all Masses 

9:30-10:30am - K of Columbus Breakfast - Parish Center 

10-10:30am - Children’s Choir Rehearsal - Music Room 

11:45-1pm - Christian Formation – Preschool 

11:45-1pm - Confirmation Class - Preschool/Music Rm 

11:45-1pm - 
First Penance & Communion Information-

al Meeting - Parish Center 

  3-5pm - Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage - Parish Center 

5- 8pm - Life Teen - Church / Parish Center 

Monday  Oct. 7 

4:30-5:45pm  - Christian Formation - Preschool 

4:30–5:45pm - 
First Penance & Communion Information-

al Meeting - Parish Center 

5:45-6:30pm - Children’s Choir Rehearsal - Music Room 

6:45-8pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal - Music Room 

7-8:30pm - Social Ministry - Library 

Tuesday  Oct. 8 

9:30-10:30pm - Women’s Group - Music Room 

10:30-12pm - Prayer Shawl  - Alcove 

4:30-7:45pm - 
First Penance &Communion Informational 

Meeting - Parish Center 

4:30-6pm - Christian Formation – Preschool 

6:30–8pm - Christian Formation - Preschool 

6:30–7:45pm - Confirmation Class - Preschool/Music Rm 

7-8:15pm - Chamber Ensemble Rehearsal 

Wednesday  Oct. 9 

10-11am - Senior Exercise - Alcove 
  6-8:30pm - Parish Pastoral Council  - Alcove 

Thursday  Oct. 10 

9:30-11:30am - Cate. of the Good Shepherd - Atrium  

6-8:30pm - Discovering Christ #3 - Parish Center 
Friday  Oct. 11 

9:30 -11:30am - Cate. Of the Good Shepherd - Atrium 

Membership & Parish Life 

because Jesus called a community 

Homily Series in October: 
Vocations in the Church 

     This month, Deacon 
John and Father Edison 
will be preaching on the 
Vocations in the Church. 

 Oct 5-6: On the Diac-
onate 

 Oct 12-13: On the 
Ordained Priesthood 

 Oct 19-20: On Married Life 

 Oct 26-27: On religious Life 
As a parish, let us make it a common responsibility to 

raise and nurture vocations in the Church. The universal call 
to holiness must be translated through these specific voca-
tions in the Church. 

Take the time to host the traveling chalice and paten for a 
week. See Father Edison after a weekend Mass to receive one 
of the three sets. Thank you. 

Roamin’ Catholics Welcome! 

 Become part of our family of faith.  
To register online, visit 

www.stpatricksvictor.org,  
or complete a green registration form 

found at the Welcome Tables. 

St. Patrick’s Women’s Group 
The Women’s Group meets on the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the 
month, 9:30 AM, in the Music Room. Come join us to grow 
in our Catholic faith, and to journey and support one another. 
All are welcome! To learn more about this ministry, please 
contact Judy Klein at 924-7022. 

The Vine & the Branches 
Outreach 

     Dear parishioners, we need 
your help to reach out to all 
members of our parish. On this 
Year of Our Parish, it is im-
portant to rediscover and cele-
brate community life. What can 
you do? 
1. Take an envelope from the 
Vine and the Branches display. 
2. Read the instruction sheet. 
3. Follow the script to call a 
parishioner and see if he/she has 

a prayer intention. 
4. Return the completed script in the envelope. 
5. Return the envelope in the basket by the display. 
6. Thank you.  

Parish Concert Series  
Save the dates, 

and bring a friend. 

 Sunday October 27, 3:30 to 
4:45 PM. Benefit Concert 1. New 
York Chamber Ensemble featuring 
classical solos and chamber music. 

 Sunday November 3, 4:00 to 4:45 PM. All Saints Sacred 
and Classical Music Concert.  St. Patrick’s Chamber Ensemble 
featuring sacred and classical chamber music.  

 Saturday November 23, 6:00 to 7:15 PM. Benefit Concert 
2. New York Chamber Ensemble with Guests Performances from 
St. Patrick’s Chamber Ensemble featuring classical solos and 
chamber music. 

 Sunday December 10, 3:30 to 4:30 PM. Advent Lessons 
and Carols Festival. St. Patrick’s Adult Choir, Children’s 
Choir, Last Chance Choir, and Chamber Ensemble presenting 
Scriptural Advent lessons and narrative choral selections. 

All events take place in the church. Save the dates. 
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Social Ministry & Outreach 

because Jesus called us to serve 

Formed.org 
1. It is easy and free! Go to Formed.org/register. 

2. Enter access code: 3KRJJK (capitalized). 

3. Enter your email and password (you need these to log in 
later). Enjoy and share the faith. 

  Featured Resources 
     From Nothing to Cos-
mos: God and Science. Fr. 
Robert Spitzer, S.J., PhD., 
dispenses with the contem-
porary statement, "Science 
has proven God does not 

exist," and then goes on to demonstrate God's existence from 
science, philosophy, medicine, the transcendentals, and meta-
physical proofs. Fr. Spitzer is at once, entertaining and over-
flowing with pertinent information. . 

Thank you for availing yourself  
and your family of these free resource. 

Baby Shower Drive 
Join us for a Baby Shower for 
Angel Care Ministry at the Octo-
ber 6 Coffee Hours after the 
8:30 AM and 10:30 AM Masses. 
Angel Care Ministry assists 
mothers in financial difficulty by 
providing new portable baby 

beds for their babies, and new or gently used baby items. Eve-
ry year, about 350 portable beds and 300 layettes are given 
out. 

Here is a wish list of items: 

 Baby clothes (new or gently used; sizes 0-12 mos; all sea-
sons): onesies, sleepers, socks, outerwear 

 Bibs 

 Diaper bags and disposable diapers 

 Diaper cream, shampoo, baby wash 

 Hand towels and wash cloths 

 Receiving / Crib blankets 
Deposit items in designated boxes at the church and pre-

school entrances. We are not accepting car seats. Thank you.      

Scripture Study Offerings in Our Parish 
 

     Adult Bible Study. The 
Fall Sessions of the Adult 
Bible Study will be held on 
Saturday,  October 5 from 
10 AM until Noon, in the 
Parish Library. We will con-
tinue studying the Prophets. 
We are using a video di-
rected study by Tim Gray. 

All are welcome. For info or to join us,  please give Anne a 
call at (585) 742-3417 or e-mail wleitner@rochester.rr.com. 
 

     Reading Genesis. Starting October 14, Monday, at 7 PM, 

Father Edison will be offering sessions on engaging with the 
Scriptures in the Alcove. We are going to start with the Book 
of Genesis. We will read and at the same time seek cues that 
the Bible itself offers us to guide our way of engaging with the 
Word of God, in human words. For our first session, please 
read Genesis 1-2:4 and 2:4-3:24, and Genesis 6-9. Bring your 
copy of the Bible. 

Ongoing Faith Formation 

because Jesus taught us his way of life 

Parish Facebook Page & App 
     In our parish, our Facebook page is one of the 
busiest and commonly used means to communicate 
among parishioners. Search: St. Patrick’s 

Church (@stpatricksvictor).  
For the parish app, text ‘App’ to 88202 to 

download. After download, select ‘Saint Patrick.’ 

Children’ Liturgy of the Word 
We offer Children's Liturgy of the Word for children 

grades kindergarten through 3rd grade on the 2nd, 4th, and 
5th Sundays of the month during the 10:30 AM Mass.   

If you have a child who will be attending Children's Litur-
gy of the Word this year, please come to a short Informational 
Meeting on Sunday, September 29, in the Parish Center im-
mediately following the 10:30 AM Mass.  

Encountering Jesus and 
Learning about Jesus 

     There is a big difference be-
tween learning about Jesus, and 
encountering him. Learning about 
Jesus may remain simply about 
information about him. As Chris-

tians, we are called to something more, that is, to encounter 
Jesus and to grow a personal relationship with him. 

Two years ago, we scheduled our monthly Eucharistic 
Adoration and Benediction during Christian Formation Clas-
ses so that our children gain the special and unique experience 
of encountering Jesus in the Eucharist (Blessed Sacrament), in 
addition to learning about him in the classroom and encoun-
tering him through the faithful witness of our catechists. 

This year, we continue offering our monthly Eucharistic 
devotion when Christian Formation is in session. Catechists 
and children are encouraged to spend a few minutes in prayer 
before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

This October, the Eucharistic devotion will be offered on 
the 28th, Monday, from 4:30 to 5:45 PM, and 29th, Tuesday, 
from 5 to 7 PM. All parishioners are invited to spend a few 
minutes or spend a holy hour in church.  

Jesus, you are Living Bread from heaven. 



Page 5                                              Pray and live your faith everyday.  

Gift of Time 
Weekend Mass Attendance 

Sept.28-29: 4:30:157 , 8:30:166, 
10:30:247,  5:00:175 

Total: 745  
(March 2019: 956) 

 

  Gift of Treasure  
Sept 28-29: $5,757.95 

  (weekly budget, no EFT: $6,886) 

 

2019 Building Fund Campaign 
     As of  October 1st, $92,495.00 (80%) from donors 184  

We are raising $115,000 to fund this years’ projects:  

 Repaving of the parking lot 

 Installation of new and additional parking lot lamps 

 Installation of new lighting in the nave 

 Refinishing of church doors 
Every cent donated to the Building Fund will be used 

solely for the parish building projects. To make your contribu-
tion online, go to www.stpatricksvictor.org or use the Build-
ing Fund envelopes on the Welcome Tables.  

Our Parish Ministries: Serving God and Neighbor 
Call. Ask. Discern. Serve like Jesus. 

I. Liturgy and Sacramental Life 
Altar Linen 
Altar Servers 
Baptism Preparation Team 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Church Cleaners 
Communion Ministers (EMHC) 
First Responders at Masses 
Funeral Liturgy Team 
Lectors 
Liturgy Committee 
Marriage Preparation Team 
Music Ministry (choirs, cantors) 
Sacristans 
Ushers & Greeters 
Visitation Ministry 
 

II. Membership and Parish Life 
Coffee Hour Team 
Funeral Brunch Team 
Knights of Columbus 
Membership Team 
Parish Life Committee 
Women’s Group 
 

III. Ongoing Faith Formation 
Adult Faith Formation Group 
Bible Study 
Catechists & Aides 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Confirmation Coordinator 
Faith Formation Advisory Board 
Parish Christ Life Team 
Preschool 
RCIA Team 
Youth Ministry 
 

IV. Social Ministry and Outreach 
Assisi Ministry 
Community Dinner 
Giving Garden 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Prison Ministry 
Social Ministry Committee 
Veterans’ Dinner 
Family Promise of Ontario County 
 

V. Stewardship 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Cemetery Board 
CASE Review Board 
Finance Council 
Parish Bakers 
Parish Gardens 
Parish Magazine 
Parish Office Volunteers 
Pastoral Council 
Money Counters 
Stewardship Committee 

 
Sue Stehling / 924-3409 

Pat Bolger / 924-9351  
Judy & James Miller / 924-8158 

Lynn Foley / 259-3823 
Lei Dalupang / 224-6091 
Liz  Gartland / 329-3168 

Coordinator Needed 
Jackie Lafferty / 924-3898 

Duane Pancoast / 924-8104  
Judy Klein / 924-7022  

Gayle & Brian Reh / 924-4804  
Carl Galland / 924-7111 

Ena Gill / 733-6650  
Sante DiCarlo / 742-3118 
Helen Barnes / 298-2247 

 

  
John Shields / 615-5765  
Kelly Mason / 924-3532 

Wayne Brotsch / 924-3855  
Ken Reasoner / 924-2029 

Sam Samoriski / 802-6755  
Judy Klein / 924-7022  

 

 
Sam & Tina Condo / 678-4472 

Anne Leitner / 742-3417 
Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 

Lynn Foley / 259-3823 
Janet Zazulak / 924-7111 

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Sam Condo / 678-4472  

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Deacon John Payne / 924-7111  

Christine & Pat Di Novo/ 924-7111   
 

 
Marcie Hamilton / 924-1528 
Jean Acquilano / 645-7998  

Dan & Karen Lynch / 314-5098 
Mary E 742-2949/Mary S 924-7724 

Helen Barnes / 298-2247  
Joan Muto / 924-2501 
Bob Kelly / 924-5792 

Joan Trost / 924-3092 
 

 
Joan Oliphant /  742-3452   

John Butler / 924-7111 
Cathy Fafone / 924-7111 

Suzanne McCaffrey / 398-8219  
Coordinator Needed 

Becky Fountain / 281-8004  
Editor Needed 

Ev DeVelder / 924-2903 
Bob Muto / 924-2501  

Marge Gawronski / 398-7802 
Dave Keebler / 208-6923  

We are grateful 

 To Mr. Chris Padgett for lead-
ing the parent session. To par-
ents who took the time to be 
present at the session. To Don-
na DeJoode and Nancy Kolb 
for making the arrangements 
and necessary preparations. 

 To the Women’s Group for assembling and sending the 
care packages to our college children, and for setting up 
the rosary table by the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. 

 To Carolyn and Julian Robinson for the “A Rose for 
Mary” sticker board by the Guadalupe. 

 To Wayne Sweet and John Butler for reinstalling the re-
finished church door.  

 To parishioners who are assuming coordinating roles for 
parish ministries: Jackie Lafferty, Gayle and Brian Reh, 
Ken Reasoner, and Joan Trost. 

Thank you for the good that you do! 

Stewardship 

because Jesus gave us gifts to share 

Building A Parish Archive 
The Stewardship Committee would like to establish a 

parish archive. We invite parishioners that if you have items 
or materials about Saint Patrick’s Church that you wish to 
donate and become part of the archive, please bring them to 
the Parish Office.   

Please note - donations will not be returned to donors, as 
these will become permanent part of the parish archive. 

If any question, please contact Dave Keebler at 208-6923. 



 

Our Parish Staff 
Father Edison Tayag, Pastor                                                fr.edison.tayag@dor.org 

Deacon John Payne, Deacon                                                    john.payne@dor.org  
John Butler                                                                                                                           john.butler@dor.org 
Cemetery Caretaker 
Christine and Pat DiNovo               christine.dinovo@dor.org / 

Youth Ministers                                                 pat.dinovo@dor.org 
Cathy Fafone                                                                          catherine.fafone@dor.org 
Parish Secretary 
Carl Galland                                                       carl.galland@dor.org 

Director of Sacred Music 
Donna DeJoode                                        donna.dejoode@dor.org 

Coordinator of Christian Formation and Preschool        

Nancy Kolb                                                                                                                                    nancy.kolb@dor.org 
Christian Formation & Preschool Secretary 
Benny Malijan                                         benny.malijan@dor.org  

Housekeeping 
Rich O’Donnell                                                                                    richard.odonnell@dor.org 
Finance Director 
Wayne Sweet                                                                                             wayne.sweet@dor.org 

Building Maintenance 
Janet Zazulak                                           janet.zazulak@dor.org 
Confirmation Coordinator                              

Keep you parish staff in your daily prayers. 

 

Parish Office & Preschool Information 
 

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM  
(lunch time: 12:30 PM - 1 PM) 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   

Parish Office Phone: (585) 924-7111 
Parish Office Fax: (585) 742-3296 

Faith Formation & Preschool: (585) 924-2800 

Stay Connected 

 Parish Website: www.stpatricksvictor.org 

 Parish Facebook Pages:  
                  St. Patrick’s Church /  
                  Saint Patrick’s Victor Youth Ministry 

 Parish Youtube Channel:  
                  St Patricks of Victor NY 

 Parish App: Text ‘App’ to 88202 

A disciple has to be attentive to the faith he or she must 
place in Jesus. Equally, a disciples has to be attentive to the 
faith that Jesus places in him or her.  

This Sunday, we focus on a special ministry of service in 
the Catholic Church, which is the deaconate. Deacons are to 
become sacramental signs to the Church and to the world of 
Jesus Christ who came “to serve and not to be served.” As 
ministers of the Word, deacons proclaim the Gospel, preach 
and teach in the name of the Church. As ministers of Sacra-
ment, deacons baptize, lead in prayer, witness marriages and 
conduct aspects of the funeral rites. And as ministers of Char-
ity, deacons help identify needs in the community and seek to 
address these needs through works of charity. 

In previous years, the deaconate was limited as a transition-
al stage for those seeking ordination to the priesthood. But 
the Second Vatican Council authorized the restoration of the 
deaconate as a permanent order of ministry. 

Please pray for men in our parish that they may consider 
serving in the Church as permanent deacons. 

                                                                                                   - Father Edison  

Let there be light… 
 

Christian Service and the Power of Faith 
  

 How long, O Lord? I cry for help 
 but you do not listen! 
 I cry out to you, “Violence!” 
 but you do not intervene. 
 Why do you let me see ruin; 
 why must I look at misery? 
 Then the Lord answered me and said:... 
 For the vision still has its time, 
 presses on to fulfillment, and will not disappoint; 
 if it delays, wait for it, 
 it will surely come, it will not be late. 
 The rash one has no integrity; 
 but the just one, because of his faith, shall live.  
                                                                                                        - Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4  

What is faith? From Hebrews 11:1, “Faith is the realiza-
tion of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen.” In 
other words, faith is the fulfillment of true and good yearn-
ings and the proof provided by God because of our trust in 
Him. Faith is God’s way of seeing to which we are invited to 
share and take ownership of. 

In this reading from Habakkuk, the prophet brings to 
God’s attention his need for divine intervention which seems 
to not come. There is violence, ruin and misery and they per-
sist. The prophet Habakkuk is essentially affirming the good-
ness and the power of God but questions why does it take so 
much time to see it come. That God is the God of goodness, 
violence, ruin and misery must come to an end, for God must 
not allow these to persist and He can bring these to an end. 

In response, God affirms that the end of violence, ruin 
and misery is coming. That even if it seemed delayed, it will 
still surely come at the right time. Why? Because the just de-
serves justice, and justice meant the restoration of peace, re-
birth and happiness. And because the just are willing to put 
their faith in God, they will see divine justice come. 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.” The Lord re-
plied, “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you would say to this 
mulberry tree, 'Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it would obey 
you.”                                                                                                                         - Luke 17:5-6 

In the Gospel reading, we again encounter faith. This 
time, the disciples asked Jesus to increase their faith. In re-
sponse, Jesus told them about the power of faith. Were one to 
have faith even the size of a mustard seed, one would have 
such power that commanding a tree, by word, to be uprooted, 
one would actually see the tree uprooting itself!  

And Jesus did more. Using the relationship between mas-
ter and servant, Jesus posed a challenge on every one of his 
disciples, that is, to carry out his word through and in acts of 
service. In a subtle way, every disciple is challenged to become 
like the mulberry tree. As a mulberry tree is commanded to be 
uprooted, a disciple is commanded to serve. 

Is he grateful to that servant because he did what was commanded? 
So should it be with you. When you have done all you have been com-
manded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants; we have done what we were 
obliged to do.’                                                                                       - Luke 17:9-10 
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