
Jesus washes 

the feet  

of his disciples 

Reader: 

 
So when Jesus  
had washed their feet 
and put his garments 
back on  
and reclined  
at table again, 
he said to them,  
“Do you realize  
what I have done for you? 
You call me ‘teacher’  
and ‘master,’   
and rightly so,  
for indeed I am. 
If I, therefore,  
the master and teacher, 
have washed your feet, 
you ought to wash  
one another’s feet. 
I have given you  
a model to follow,  
so that as I have done  
for you,  
you should also do.”  

                 - John 13:12-15 
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Gather your family in front of your altar at home. Prepare a pitcher of warm 
water, a basin, and a towel (per person). You may use your dining room 
chairs to sit on.  

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen 

Leader: Today is Holy Thursday. Today, on this evening, Jesus celebrated 
his Last Supper, in which he instituted the Eucharist and the Priesthood. On 
the same evening, Jesus gave us, his disciples, a new commandment: “Love 
one another as I have loved you.” The giving of the new commandment 
was preceded by the washing of the disciples’ feet. Let us listen to the 
reading from the Gospel according to John. 
Reader: (Please read the text on the left.)  
 

Leader: Following Jesus’ example, let us wash each other’s feet as an 
expression of our love for Jesus and our love and service for one another. 
All: Jesus, you are our master and teacher. We are your disciples. 
 

(The leader pours water of the feet of the family member to his right, and 
then dries them. That family member does the same to the person to her 
right. Do this until all present had their feet washed.) 
 

Leader: Let us take this time to offer Jesus our prayer intentions. 
(Encourage family members to offer their personal intentions. And once 
everybody has offered prayer…) And now, we gather our intentions in the 
prayer that Jesus taught us…  
All: Our Father, who art in heaven... 
 
Leader: Peace be with you. 
 All: And with your spirit. 

 


