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Authentic faith, Welcoming and Engaging 

+  +  +  Be holier today than yesterday. The only and truly sad thing in life is not to become a saint.  +  +  + 

Catholic Church 

 November 14-15, 2020    Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time   

Year of the Sacraments 
Christ, Catechesis, Celebration 

 

XI. The Baptismal Vows  
To the parents. In asking   for Baptism for your child, you are 

undertaking the responsibility of raising him (her) in the faith, so that, 
keeping God’s commandments, he (she) may love the Lord and his (her) 
neighbor as Christ has taught us. Do you understand this responsibility?  

To the godparents. Are you ready to help the parents of this 
child in their duty?                                                                         

The essence of the Baptismal Vows or Promises is to 
raise the Baptized so as to live according to the way of Jesus, 
according to how he formed his disciples after his way of life. 
We may be two thousand year distant from the time of Jesus’ 
public ministry, but we only need to read the gospels and the 
New Testament letters to gain a clear sense about the Chris-
tian way of life -  

• It is the way of prayer. Jesus regularly communicated with 
the Father, and through prayer, Jesus discerned the will of 
the Father. He taught his disciples to pray. He even com-
manded us to remember him specifically through the 
prayerful remembrance of his Last Supper and his Sacri-
fice at Calvary. Jesus left us the sacraments that we may 
we prayerfully and concretely participate in his life. 

• The way of the community. Jesus called individual disciples 
and formed them into the community of disciples, the 
Church. In community, we remember how we are mem-
bers of His One Body and therefore, how we are mem-
bers of one another.  

• The way of faith. Jesus showed us how to have faith in 
God, even when we do not fully know His plan for us. 
Jesus also taught us how to express our faith by his teach-
ings and actions, that is, through his own life.  

• The way of service. Jesus showed us that service is both 
pointing others to God as well as helping those in need to 
live a life that promotes and upholds their human dignity.  

• The way of stewardship. Jesus empowered his disciples with 
gifts (talents) for the mission. The diversity of gifts ena-
bles the Church to effectively and timely respond to the 
diversity of needs.   
These five ‘pillars’ are good reminders of the way of Je-

sus. This week, re-read the Precepts of the Catholic Church, 
and make the connection between these five pillars and the 
precepts of the Catholic Church.  

 

The Precepts of the Catholic Church 
     The context of our 
faith as Catholic Chris-
tians is the relationship 
that God offers us 
through His Son Jesus, 

and the same relationship that we enter into mediated through 
the One High Priest, Jesus.   

     From the Catechism, paragraphs 2041ff, The precepts 
of the Church are set in the context of a moral life bound to and 
nourished by liturgical life. The obligatory character of these posi-
tive laws decreed by the pastoral authorities is meant to guar-
antee to the faithful the very necessary minimum in the spirit of pray-
er and moral effort, in the growth in love of God and neighbor: 
1. You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation and 

rest from servile labor. To observe the Sabbath has two-fold 
effect: using our God-given freedom, we worship God 
and sanctify the world. In other words, Sunday reminds 
us of our task to recognize the holiness of God and sa-
cred work that God has shared with us. From a relational 
perspective, we nurture your relationship with Jesus by 
regularly spending time with him.  

2. You shall confess your sins at least once a year. Through the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation, we recognize that our relation-
ship with Jesus entails ongoing conversion and for-
giveness - as disciples, we seek to continue making our-
selves better. From a relational perspective, we recognize 
our faults and move on through reconciliation. 

3. You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the 
Easter season. The Easter season is so important that it 
requires a minimum encounter with Jesus. His resurrec-
tion is a singular event that has brought defeat to sin and 
death. From a relational perspective, our life revolves 
around Jesus; we the Body celebrate the important mile-
stones in the life of Jesus our Head.  

4. You shall observe the days of fasting and abstinence established by 
the Church. Our practice of fasting and abstinence shows 
our mastery over our instincts and desires, our capacity to 
see and value God the Giver over His gifts. From a rela-
tional perspective, we make self-sacrifices for loved ones - 
we forego some good so that we benefit from more good.    

5. You shall help to provide for the needs of the Church. Jesus en-
trusted us his mission. This is why we exist as his Church: 
to do his work. From a relational perspective, our love for 
Jesus leads to love our neighbor.    
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Daily 3 PM Prayer Intentions 
    Please include any of these inten-
tions in your daily 3 PM prayer: 

• In this Year of the Sacraments, for 
our meaningful and worthy cele-
brations of the sacraments, 

• For our sense of community, that 
we may find safe and creative ways 
to celebrate our spiritual family in God,  

• For those who are COVID +, and those on quarantine, 
for their safety and return to good health, 

• For the success of our parish events and endeavors: St. 
Pat’s Got Talent, 2020-21 CMA, and the Christian For-
mation and Youth Program. 

Let us be known by our praying for each other. 

Liturgy & Sacramental Life 
because Jesus taught us to pray 

Saturday        Nov 14   

4:30pm - Bud Sherman by Helen Sherman 

Sunday          Nov 15 - Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am - Ken and Ann Weigert 

10:30am - Bill Stehling by Sue Stehling and family 

5pm - Richard O’Donnell Sr. 

Monday         Nov 16  - St. Margaret of Scotland 

8:30am - Bill Stehling by Sue Stehling 

Tuesday         Nov 17 - St. Elizabeth of Hungry 

8:30am - Alice Rizzo by Helen Barnes 

Wednesday   Nov 18   

8:30am - Giu Se 

Thursday       Nov 19   

8:30am - No Mass 

Friday            Nov 20 - St. Francis Xavier 

8:30am - William J. Turner by Derena Turner 

Saturday        Nov 21 - The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

4:30pm - Ronald Gouldrick by Maureen & Pat Bolger 

Sunday          Nov 22-Our Lord Jesus Christ, King Of The Universe 

8:30am - Byron Colaizzi by Eileen Mountan 

10:30am - Don & Betty Butler by Family 

5pm - Ken and Ann Weigert 

For Mass intentions, please  
email catherine.fafone@dor.org 

Liturgical Ministers for the Weekend of November 21 –22 

Ministry Saturday 4:30 PM Sunday 8:30 AM Sunday 10:30 AM Sunday 5:00 PM 

Sacristan (1) Teresa Shaffer Nancy Kolb Ena Gill Mike Aguila 

Lector (1-2) Bob Muto Thom Rafferty  Jack Marren 

Communion Minister (1) Teresa Shaffer Mark Geiser Dave Avery  

Ushers (2) 
 

Pat Bolger, 
Bob Pirrello 

Mark Weigert, Bob Kolb,  
Wayne Brotsch 

David O’Hare, 
Adline Nwugwo 

Phim Dalupang,  
Jack Miller, Rob Heiler 

Cantor (1) Karen Bodine Darlene Butler, Joan Morrissey, 
JoAnne Caputo 

Amy Kotlarz, Charles Nwugwo, 
Kate Avery, Maureen Bolger 

 Eva Moore, Lula Dalupang,  
Rob & Ruby Sokolowski 

Note: Ushers/Greeters, we appreciate you helping parishioners to their pews during this time. 
If interested in serving as liturgical minister during the weekend Masses, please give the coordinators a call. See page 5 for contact info.  

Catechism 101  
• How was the sacrament of Baptism celebrated in the 

first centuries? (CCC 1230) The sacrament of Baptism 
was celebrated in the first centuries after a long period of 
catechumenate, with preparatory rites that culminated in 

Baptism, Confirmation and the 
Eucharist.  

• What does the sign of the 
cross at the beginning of Bap-
tism do? (CCC 1235) The sign 
of the cross at the beginning of 
Baptism: (1) marks the candidate 

with the imprint of Christ, and (2) signifies the grace of 
the Redemption.  

• What is the essential rite of Baptism? (CCC 1239) 
The essential rite of Baptism is the triple immersion of 
the candidate in the baptismal water, or the pouring of 
water three times over the candidate’s head, accompanied 
by the baptismal formula.  

• What is the baptismal formula in the Latin Church? 
(CCC 1240) The baptismal formula in the Latin Church 
is: N., I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 
After the Masses on November 21-22 

Prior to the pandemic, we offered the Sacrament of the 
Anointing of the Sick after the weekend Masses, every month. 
To those who wish to receive the sacrament, please stay after 
Mass and remain seated in your pew. 

Father Edison will go to you to administer the sacrament. 
Please keep you mask on. Q tips will be used to avoid skin-to-
skin contact. 

Jesus, heal us!   
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Instructions for the Weekend Masses 

• Sign Up! Signing-up ensures accommodation as well as 
serves as help as a tracking system. Links are found on 
the parish website, and on the parish app. No internet or 
smart phone? Please call the Parish Office at 924-7111 to 
sign-up. If you fail to sign-up and we are expecting a full-house, 
you may be asked to wait until signees are seated, and will be admit-
ted only if there is an available seat. 

• Be Safe! At all times, please observe: (i) proper wearing 
of face mask by covering both nose and mouth, (ii) hand 
sanitizing before entering the premises, and (iii) observing 
the 6ft social distancing with people not of your house-
hold, especially during Holy Communion and Dismissal. 

• Watch the Numbers!  

 If signees are mostly in small groups of 1 or 2, we can 
accommodate ~100 per Mass. If coming as a small 
group, please occupy the outside section of the pew. 

 If a good number of signees are in groups of 3 or 4, 
we can accommodate ~140 per Mass. If coming as a 
bigger group of three or more, please use the inside 
section of the pew. 

• Be Charitable! Consider it an act of charity to occupy the 
front pews first. You will make it easier for the ushers to 
locate pews for those who arrive after you.  

• Better Stay at Home. If you require for yourself more 
than 6 feet of social distancing from others, for health 
reasons, it is better that you stay at home during this time. 
If you participate in the celebration of Holy Mass via live 
stream and wish to receive Holy Communion, email Fa-
ther Edison (fr.edison.tayag@dor.org), to set-up a time 
when you can come over during the weekday. 

• Ushers, Help! With the safety protocols currently in 
place, it is clear that ushers do play a crucial role at every 
weekend Mass. We need additional help. If you can assist, 
please email Father Edison and let him know at which 
Mass you can help and how often. We are truly grateful to 
ushers who serve during this time. Also much appreciated 
are volunteers who help with the camera for live stream-
ing. Thank you for your help! 

Year of the Sacraments 
July 2020-June 2021 

November: On the Sacrament of Baptism 
November 14-15: The Baptismal Vows 

November 21-22: Carrying Out the Mission 
November 28-29: Journeying in Christ   

   

In the upcoming months, we will be devoting time both 
on catechesis and on celebration of the sac-
raments.  

• December: Confirmation 

• January: Eucharist 

• February: Penance and Reconciliation 

• March: Anointing of the Sick 

• April: Holy Orders  

• May: Matrimony  

Membership & Parish Life 
because Jesus called a community 

Christmas Eve Masses 
Dec 24th, Thursday 

4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, 11:00 PM 
Christmas Day Mass 

Dec 25th, Friday: 10:00 AM 
(Please note, NO WALK-INS at the Christmas Masses.) 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 
Nov 26th, Thursday: 10:00 AM 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
January 1st, Friday: 10:00 AM 

St. Patrick’s Got Talent! 
     Do you have a special 
talent or funny family 
video you would like to 
share with our parish 
community? Parishioners 
are welcome to share 
videos using OneDrive 

You may request the download information from John Ei-
lertsen at jceilertsen@hotmail.com, and it will be emailed to 
you. The deadline to submit videos will be November 15th.  

All entries should be of good taste that do not incorpo-
rate any offensive comedy, or do not risk the health and safe-
ty of the applicant. The members of Parish Life Committee 
have full discretion on which entries will be selected. Videos 
need to be 3 minutes or shorter in length. 

A pre-recorded show will be created and available for 
viewing for one week on the parish’s YouTube Channel and 
Facebook page. Voting on the most entertaining videos will 
be available through the parish Facebook page. Prizes will be 
awarded!  This is a chance for us to laugh and relax together! 

1st place  - $100 Amazon gift card 
2nd place - $50 gift card 
3rd place - $25 gift card 

We Lift Each Other in Prayer 
     Louise Therrien, Carol Estes,  Jim & Kathy Heilmann, Bill 
& Marlene Goodermote, Frank Acquilano, Samantha Halde-
man, Joseph Felice, Helen White, Jerry Martin, Ann Amico, 
Dick Ashlaw, Michael Keane, Carole Annesi, Martin Neenan, 
Ann Spadaro, Caroline Gillen, John Becker, Randy Bishop, 
Christine Palmer, Bev Henehan, Stephen Melenric, Karen 
Wicks, Linda Gensiejewski, Pat Cargnoni, Betty Lynch and 
Alice Rizzo 
Note: This list of parishioners who are ill appears once a month in the bulletin.  
Please help keep this list up-to-date by informing the Parish Office at the end of 
the month if you want your name to be kept. 
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Ongoing Christian Formation 
because Jesus taught us his way of life 

Social Ministry & Outreach 
because Jesus called us to serve 

     The Fruits of Baptism 
~ Our sins are forgiven and we are freed from the 
stain of Original Sin. 
~ We receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

~ We are made partakers of the divine nature—God actually 
wants us to share in His nature! 
~ We are made members of the Church and as such, we are 
allowed access to all the other Sacraments. We are also tasked 
in the mission of the Church. The mission of the Church is to 
spread the Gospel, share the Good News. 
~ An indelible mark is placed on our souls—we are marked 
for Christ and we belong to Him!  No sin we ever commit can 
remove this mark. 

Formed.org 
1. It is easy and free! Go to Formed.org/register. 

2. Enter access code: 3KRJJK (capitalized). 

3. Enter your email and password (you need these to log in 
later). Enjoy and share the faith. 

 

  Featured Resource 

Born Into the Kingdom: The Miracle of Bap-
tism. In this happy presentation, Brother Francis invites us 
to share in the realities of the Sacrament of Baptism and the 
union it provides us with God's 
big family! Filled with instruction 
and inspiration, "Born into the 
Kingdom" is a great reminder of 
God's wonderful grace!  

Advent Wreath Blessing 

     Bring your completed Advent Wreath to 
 Mass on Nov 22.  Father Edison will bless 
 all the wreaths at each Mass.  You will also 
 receive your first purple candle so that you 
 are ready for the start of Advent. 

Preschool Christmas Pageants 
St. Patrick’s Preschool will host their Christmas Pag-
eants on December 16-18 in Church. You are invited! 

Desert Days in Advent 
     This Advent, Notre Dame Re-
treat House will be offering single 
day retreats in silence, reflection and 
prayer. All are invited to join us.  
There will be four dates available to 
spend time alone with God in order 

to prepare our hearts and mind for the Birth of Christ in us.  
Space is limited, so registration is required.  
     In order to address social distancing requirements and 
needs, at this time we are limiting attendance on each Advent 
Day  to fifteen (15) people. For specifics on dates, retreat for-
mat, cost and how to register, please visit: 
www.notredameretreat.org  Other inquiries, please contact us 
at 585-394-5700 or ndretreat@rochester.rr.com 

Social Ministry Coat Drive  
     This is the 7th year of collection and 
we usually collect 300 coats!  Thank 
you, St. Patrick’s Church, for supplying 
your laundered used and new coats for 
families in need.  Please deposit your 
laundered coat in the bins at Church 

entrance near the ramp.  The coats are distributed by the De-
partment of Social Services Staff to those in need.  Often re-
cipients of the coats have no coat and need to walk every-
where in the cold.  All sizes, including adult sizes, are needed.  
Children’s coats and snow pants are especially welcomed.  
Thank you for sharing a warm hug, and God bless you!  

Happenings This Week 

 Confirmation II: Sun 11:45a-12:45p, Tue 6:30p-7:30p 

 LifeTeen: Sun 5p Mass & 6p Gathering 

 Beginning Confirmation: Sun 11/22 12:30p-2:30p 

 OFFICES CLOSED– Thurs & Fri 11/26 & 11/27 

St. Catherine of Alexandria 
Born in 287 AD in Alexandria, Egypt, 
Catherine had a vision of Jesus and 
Mary.  She became a 
Christian as a result, 
even though being a 

Christian was illegal with a penalty of tor-
ture and death.  She was able to convert 
well over 200 people including members 
of the Emperor’s own family. St. Cathe-
rine is a great example of courage.  She is 
the patron saint of philosophers, preachers, and young female 
students.  Her feast day is November 25. 

Thank You! 
Special Thank You to Donna and Dick Walkley for helping 
prepare Advent Family Activities for Christian Formation! 

Consoling the Heart of Jesus 
Join the Women’s Group in a retreat, “Consoling the 

Heart of Jesus” led by Fr. Michael Gaitley, via Formed.org. 
We meeting every Wednesday, alternating discussion and 

prayer, at 10 AM, via Zoom 
For more information,  contact either Linda Martin thru 

737-3617 or lindapetotemartin@icloud.com or Judy Klein 
thru 261-7022 or j28klein@gmail.com.   

All are welcome!  
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Our Parish Ministries: Serving God and Neighbor 
Call. Ask. Discern. Serve like Jesus. 

I. Liturgy and Sacramental Life 
Altar Linen 
Altar Servers 
Baptism Preparation Team 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Church Cleaners 
Communion Ministers (EMHC) 
First Responders at Masses 
Funeral Liturgy Team 
Lectors 
Liturgy Committee 
Marriage Preparation Team 
Music Ministry (choirs, cantors) 
Sacristans 
Ushers & Greeters 
Visitation Ministry 
 
 

II. Membership and Parish Life 
Coffee Hour Team 
Funeral Brunch Team 
Knights of Columbus 
Membership Team 
Parish Life Committee 
Women’s Group 
 
 

III. Ongoing Faith Formation 
Adult Faith Formation Group 
Bible Study 
Catechists & Aides 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Confirmation Coordinator 
Faith Formation Advisory Board 
Parish Christ Life Team 
Preschool 
RCIA Team 
Youth Ministry 
 

 

IV. Social Ministry and Outreach 
Assisi Ministry 
Community Dinner 
Giving Garden 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Prison Ministry 
Social Ministry Committee 
Family Promise of Ontario County 
 
 

V. Stewardship 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Cemetery Board 
CASE Review Board 
Finance Council 
Parish Gardens 
Parish Magazine 
Pastoral Council 
Money Counters 
Stewardship Committee 

 
Sue Stehling / 924-3409 

Pat Bolger / 924-9351  
Judy & James Miller / 924-8158 

Lynn Foley / 259-3823 
Lei Dalupang / 224-6091 
Liz  Gartland / 329-3168 

Coordinator Needed 
Jackie Lafferty / 924-3898 

Thom & Margie Rafferty / 734-2818 
Nerina Bellinger / 742-8023   

Gayle & Brian Reh / 924-4804  
 Carl Galland / 924-7111 

Ena Gill / 733-6650  
Sante DiCarlo / 742-3118 
Helen Barnes / 298-2247 

 
 

  
Patty Weigert / 924-7393  
Kelly Mason / 924-3532 

Wayne Brotsch / 924-3855  
Coordinator Needed 
Coordinator Needed 

Judy Klein / 924-7022  
 
 

 
Sam & Tina Condo / 678-4472 

Anne Leitner / 742-3417 
Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 

Carolyn Robinson/ 924-2800 
Elizabeth Johnston/ 924-2800 

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Sam Condo / 678-4472  

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Deacon John Payne / 924-7111  

Elizabeth Johnston / 924-2800   
 

 

 
Marcie Hamilton / 924-1528 
Jean Acquilano / 645-7998  

Dan & Karen Lynch / 314-5098 
Mary E 742-2949/Mary S 924-7724 

Helen Barnes / 298-2247  
Joan Muto / 924-2501 
Joan Trost / 924-3092 

 
 

 
Joan Oliphant /  742-3452   

John Butler / 924-7111 
Cathy Fafone / 924-7111 

Richard VanKuren/ 742-2317  
Becky Fountain / 281-8004  

Father Edison / 924-7111 
Thomas Kolb / 662-7126  

Marge Gawronski / 398-7802 
Dave Keebler / 208-6923  

 Gift of Presence  
November 7-8:  Sat 4:30: 44 

Sun 8:30: 110; 10:30: 89; and 5:00: 53 
 

 Gift of Treasure  
November 7-8: $5,143.00 

       Budgeted, without EFT: $3,980.00  

 

Next Second Collection: Nov.28-29 
Catholic University & Other American  
Catholic Higher Education Institutions 

Looking for second collection envelopes? Please find them  
at the entrance tables a week before the collection weekend. 

 

INCREASED GIVING CAMPAIGN 
When was the last time to revisited you gift-giving to our par-
ish? Need help? Contact Rich O’Donnell, our finance director 

through rich.odonnell@dor.org or 924-7111. 

Stewardship 
because Jesus gave us gifts to share 

2020-21 CMA Update 
As of November 10, 

95 Donors have raised 
$25,252 or 22% 

of our $113,885 goal. 
We need the help of every 

household to make our goal.  
To make your donation online, 

visit stpatricksvictor.org. 

2020-21 Building Projects 
Dear parishioners, 

The peace of Christ be with you! 
With the replacement of the church boiler, we had com-

pleted the last of our 2019-20 building projects. On this third 
year of our building projects, we had not solicited for dona-
tions because we were able to use our budget surplus and 
some of our stable patrimony. 

As we now plan for the 2020-21 building projects, we 
have on our proposed list the following and the estimate cost: 

• Exterior of the Church: $93,290 

• Exterior of the Parish Office: $44,140 

• Exterior of the Parish Center: $64,127 
Of these three projects, the exteriors of the Church and 

the Parish Office are considered a priority. We currently have 
$70K in our Building Fund. 

Kindly share your thoughts with me, Rich O’Donnell or 
members of the Finance Council about our capacity to raise 
$131,557 to tackle all three projects or to raise $67,430 for the  
church and parish office projects for next year. 

We appreciate your input. 
Thank you, and God bless you. 
                                         - Father Edison 



 

 

Parish Office & Preschool Information 
 

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM  
(lunch time: 12:30 PM - 1 PM) 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   

Parish Office Phone: (585) 924-7111 
Parish Office Fax: (585) 742-3296 

Faith Formation & Preschool: (585) 924-2800 

Stay Connected 

• Parish Website: www.stpatricksvictor.org 

• Parish Facebook Pages:  
                  St. Patrick’s Church /  
                  Saint Patrick’s Victor Youth Ministry 

• Parish Youtube Channel:  
                  St Patricks of Victor NY 

• Parish App: Text ‘App’ to 88202 

Our Parish Staff 
Father Edison Tayag, Pastor                                                fr.edison.tayag@dor.org 

Deacon John Payne, Deacon                                                    john.payne@dor.org  
John Butler                                                                                                                           john.butler@dor.org 
Cemetery Manager 
Cathy Fafone                                                                          catherine.fafone@dor.org 

Parish Secretary 
Dr. Carl Galland                                                 carl.galland@dor.org                                     
Director of Sacred Music 
Donna DeJoode                                        donna.dejoode@dor.org 

Director of Christian Formation and Preschool        

Elizabeth Johnston                              elizabeth.johnston@dor.org 

Youth Ministry/Confirmation Coordinator                              
Nancy Kolb                                                                                                                                    nancy.kolb@dor.org 
Christian Formation & Preschool Secretary 
Benny Malijan                                         benny.malijan@dor.org  

Housekeeping 
Rich O’Donnell                                                                                    richard.odonnell@dor.org 
Finance Director 
Wayne Sweet                                                                                             wayne.sweet@dor.org 
Building Maintenance 

Keep your parish staff in your daily prayers. 

Let there be light… 
 

Awe and Wonder, and Worth 

 

Charm is deceptive and beauty fleeting; 
the woman who fears the LORD is to be praised. 
Give her a reward for her labors, 
and let her works praise her at the city gates.                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                  - Proverbs 31:30-31   

These verses form the conclusion of the section in the 
Book of Wisdom entitled “Poem on the Woman of Worth.”  
The preceding verses, from verse 10, concretely spell out the 
ways as to how the woman, more specifically, the wife, lives a 
commendable life. Why is this wife commendable and wor-
thy? Because of her fear of the Lord, which is precisely referred 
to as the beginning of wisdom.  

The fear of the Lord is a dominant theme in Wisdom Lit-
erature. In the Book of Proverbs, the theme opens and closes 
the book. Found in 1:7 and 31:30, the theme bookends the 
book. 

The word “fear” comes from the Hebrew yr’ which is 
often translated in English as fear. As noted, fear in English 
has some negative connotation. But when identified with 
God, how must one properly understand fear, as in “fear of 
the Lord”? 

One may fear as in be filled with dread in an encounter with 
God, with God properly understood as the Totally Other, the 
Ultimate Mystery. 

One may also fear as in be filled with sense of awe and wonder 
in an encounter with God, as the saving and merciful God. 
One may fear as in be filled with dread as one offends this saving 
and merciful God with sin. 

“Fear of the Lord,” properly understood may truly lead a 
faithful to the fear of offending God because this God loves 
and is worthy of one’s love, and because this God is good and 
is worthy of one’s gratitude. 

Because of her fear of the Lord, the wife is commendable 
and worthy.  

In the Parable of the Talents, a man went on a journey, 
leaving three servants with five, two and one talents, accord-
ing to their ability. After long gone, he came back and settled 
account with his servants. 

As the first and second servants brought back a doubled 
amount of the initial talents, their master responded to them 
with, “Well done, my good and faithful servant. Since you were faithful 
in small matters, I will give you great responsibilities. Come, share your 
master's joy” (Matthew 25:21, 23). 

As the third servant brought back the one talent that he 
buried in the ground, his master responded to him with, “You 
wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I did not plant 
and gather where I did not scatter? Should you not then have put my 
money in the bank so that I could have got it back with interest on my 
return? Now then! Take the talent from him and give it to the one with 
ten. For to everyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; 
but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And 
throw this useless servant into the darkness outside, where there will be 
wailing and grinding of teeth” (Matthew 25:26-30). 

While all three servants have certain regard for their mas-
ter, the first two certainly understood their master’s trust in 
them and sought to live according to that trust (responding 

positively in awe and wonder) and the third servant misunder-
stood his master trust in him and cowered from living up to 
that trust (responding negatively in paralyzing dread). 

Let us now apply the Gospel to our own lives. 

• How do I live my life now in view of Jesus’ return, his 
second coming? 

• Who is Jesus to me? Do I fear Jesus in a positive way - in 
awe and wonder - that this God-man, in his love for me, 
willingly suffered and died to save me, and therefore, I 
willingly give my all to him? Or do I not fear Jesus - that 
this God-man does not really matter in my life? 

• What are my God-entrusted talents? Do I see God’s 
sense of fairness in Him giving us talents according to our 
ability? How do I use and multiply these talents? 

• Re-read the Poem on the Woman of Worth, Proverbs 
31:10-31. Identify the good that comes from a good fear 
of the Lord. Without false humility, identify the good that 
comes from your good fear of the Lord. 
May proper fear of the Lord keep us on the right track– 

knowing good and multiplying it through our good works. 
                                             - Father Edison 
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