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Authentic faith, Welcoming and Engaging 

+  +  +  Be holier today than yesterday. The only and truly sad thing in life is not to become a saint.  +  +  + 

Catholic Church 

 January 18-19, 2020    Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

 

Year of Our Parish 
July 2019 - June 2020 

Celebrating our life in Christ  
at home and in the parish 

 

Assessing Parish Communications 
In our parish, we have several media by which we share 

information. In the next four weeks, we are taking the time to 
assess how you use them and what information you find help-
ful to have.  

We would love to hear from you. Know that we appreci-
ate you taking the time to respond. Kindly cut and return this 
portion in the collection basket at Mass from this weekend 
until February 1-2. 

 What is your preferred way of receiving parish communi-
cation? (Circle all that apply.) 
Weekly Bulletin / Announcements before Mass  
Parish Website / Facebook Posts / Parish App / Email  
Other:                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

 What kind of helpful information would you like to see 
and receive through these various media? 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

 How can we better our parish communication strategies? 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

 Additional comments and suggestions. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 

Thank you very much. 

Think of Sacraments. Think of Divine Life.  
 

Sacrament of Baptism. 
The sacrament through 
which God, in Jesus Christ, 
makes us His sons and 
daughters. To prepare for 
reception, call Deacon John 
@ 924-7111. 

Sacrament of the Eucharist. The sacrament through which 
God, like a responsible parent, feeds us, with food from heav-
en: His Word, and the Body and Blood of Jesus.  

 Weekend Masses: Saturday at 4:30 PM, Sunday at 
8:30 and 10:30 AM, and 5:00 PM 

 Weekday Masses: Monday - Wednesday, Friday at 8:30 
AM, Thursday Communion Service at 8:30 AM 

 For First Holy Communion, call Donna DeJoode at 924-
2800 for more info. 

 Holy Communion may be brought to the sick, the home-
bound, and those in nursing homes and in hospitals. Call 
the Parish Office @ 924-7111 for more info. 

Sacrament of Confirmation. The sacrament through which 
God by the gift of the Holy Spirit strengthens us to give faith-
ful witness to our Catholic Faith. To prepare for reception, 
call Mrs. Janet Zazulak @ 924-2800. 

 Children, older than 7 y/o, and adults who needs to be 
baptized, receive Communion and/or be Confirmed, call 
Deacon John @ 924-7111.    

Sacrament of Reconciliation. The sacrament through which 
God’s mercy and love, justice and truth heals the wound of 
human sin. Generally offered an hour before each Mass. Please give 
the priest fifteen minutes before Mass to prepare for Mass. 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  The sacrament 
through which Jesus continues to heal the sick among us. 
Anointing is offered at each Mass on the first weekend of the 
month. Or call Fr. Edison @ 924-7111 to schedule an anoint-
ing.  
Sacrament of Marriage. The sacrament through which God 
calls a man and woman to become visible signs of His Love. 
Call Fr. Edison or Deacon John @ 924-7111 for more info. 
Sacrament of Holy Orders. The sacrament through which 
the mission Jesus entrusted to the apostles is continued in the 
Church. To learn more about vocations to the ordained min-
istry, please call Fr. Edison or Deacon John @ 924-7111. 

Never miss an opportunity to celebrate a sacrament.   

The parish calendar is accessible 

through the parish website: 

www.stpatricksvictor.org 
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Daily 3 PM Prayer Intentions 
    Please include any of these intentions 
at your daily 3 PM prayer: 

 For a faithful living–out of our Bap-
tismal Call, 

 For the conversion of hearts to ro-
bust faith in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, 

 For stronger parental witness to their children in living 
out the faith as Christian disciples, 

 For vocations in the Church: married, ordained and reli-
gious life, for the vocation of the lay, 

 For the Confirmation candidates, 

 For the success of the 2019-20 CMA. 
Let us be known by our praying for each other. 

Liturgy & Sacramental Life 

because Jesus taught us to pray 

Encountering Jesus  
     There is a difference be-
tween learning and encoun-
tering Jesus. Learning about 
him may remain simply about 
information about him. As 

Christians, we are called to something more: to encounter 
Jesus and to grow a personal relationship with him. 

We offer our monthly Eucharistic devotion when Chris-
tian Formation is in session. Catechists and children are invit-
ed to pray before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 
     This February, the Eucharistic devotion will be offered on 
the 24th, Monday, from 4:30 to 5:45 PM, and 25th, Tuesday, 
from 5 to 7 PM. All parishioners are invited to spend a few 
minutes or spend a holy hour in church.  

Important Note: If you have requested the Mass intention and would 
like to bring up the gifts during the Offertory, please inform the ushers 
before Mass. We appreciate your help. 

Saturday        Jan. 18 

4:30pm - Don and Tom Brandisi by Joe and Cecile Brandisi 

Sunday           Jan. 19 - Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am - William and Anita Gormel by Tom and Joyce 

10:30am - Phero by Maria 

5pm - Dan McGorray by Cori Wyman and co-workers 

Monday          Jan. 20 -  St. Sebastian 

8:30am - Communion Service 

Tuesday          Jan. 21 - St. Agnes 

8:30am - Communion Service 

Wednesday    Jan. 22 -   

8:30am - Communion Service 

Thursday       Jan. 23 - St. Vincent 

8:30am - Communion Service 

Friday            Jan. 24 - St. Francis de Sales 

8:30am - Communion Service 

Saturday        Jan. 25 

4:30pm - Brayden Andrew Moore by Michael and Mary Rogan 

Sunday          Jan. 26 - Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am - Neil and Alice Muller by Tom and Joyce 

10:30am - Mo coi va thai nhi by Maria 

5pm - Kathleen Gall by Donna and Dick Walkley 

The Sanctuary Candle is lit  
in memory of  Pat Santoro  

by  Lucy Santoro. 

Liturgical Ministers for the Weekend of January 25 – 26 

Ministry Saturday 4:30 PM Sunday 8:30 AM Sunday 10:30 AM Sunday 5:00 PM 

Sacristan Benny Malijian Nancy Kolb Teresita Pasion Dee Ainsworth 

Lector One Joe O’Mara Sarah Parsons Jim Hood Ellie Hamilton 

Lector Two Melania Mammano Devin Barrett Dutton Hood Edward Hall 

Holy Body (3) Sam Condo, Tina Condo,  
Marcie Hamilton 

Ryan Didas, Teresa Sheffer,  
Kathy Barry 

Deacon John, Kathy Semmler,  
Bill  Semmler 

Brenda Ward, Nick Ward,  
Dee Ainsworth  

Precious Blood (2) Patty Hart, Tom Denninger Judy Knapp, Diane Gernert Marge Jacobs, Kristen Ruggerio Luis Barron, Cynthia Barron 

Altar Servers (3) Gianluca Mammano, Alessio 
Mammano 

Hannah Flemming Annie Porter, Emerson Hood, 
Griffin Garnot 

Ella Hall, Kelton Everett 

Head Usher (Front Doors) Pat Bolger Dan Weigert David O’Hare John Butler 

Ushers / Greeters 
(1) Parish Center, (2) Family 

Room, (3) Front Doors 

(1) Jerre Ryan 
(2) David Mammano 
(3) Mike Manikowski 

(1) Mark Weigert 
(2) Dennis O’Dea 

(3) Mark Shea  

(1) George Heissenberger 
(2) Adline Nwugwo 
(3)Philip Nwugwo 

(1) Sante DiCarlo 
(2) Nick Ward 

(3) Ben Gensiejewski   

Note: Ushers/Greeters, we appreciate you welcoming parishioners at your assigned station. 
If interested in serving as liturgical minister during the weekend Masses, please give the coordinators a call. See page 5 for contact info.  
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PARISH EVENTS THIS WEEK 

Membership & Parish Life 

because Jesus called a community 

Louise Therrien, Carol Estes, Becky 
& John Crowley, Jim & Kathy Heil-
mann, Bill & Marlene Goodermote, 
Rosa Cordaro, Maria Kluber, Lori 
Fisher, Dominic DiMarco, Frank 
Acquilano, Ed Wicks, Samantha 
Haldeman, Joseph Felice, Helen 
White, Jerry Martin, Ann Amico, 

Dick Ashlaw, Michael Keane, Carole Annesi, Martin Neenan, 
Ann Spadaro, Jim McMahon, Caroline Gillen, John Becker, 
Randy Bishop, Christine Palmer, Bev Henehan, Stephen 
Melenric, Jack Marren, John O’Brien, Karen Wicks 
Note: This list of parishioners who are ill appears once a month in the bulletin.  
Please help keep this list up-to-date by informing the Parish Office at the end of 
the month if you want your name to be kept. 

 
Red Cross Blood Drive 

     January 29, Wednesday 1:30 to 7:00 
PM in the Parish Center 

Sign-up know using the sheet on the 
Welcome Table by the Alcove. Thank 

you.  
St. Patrick's Men's Retreat  

Finding God in Life’s Transitions 
Let us look at: 

 How do we cope with the unex-
pected transitions? 

 How do we properly discern the ma-
jor decisions in our lives? 

 Who in the Bile went through transi-
tions and what was their process? 

 What strength and wisdom might we glean from various 
saints lives and their transitions? 
Please join fellow men in our parish for 40 hours of re-

flection, prayer, and quiet time with Jesus Christ, at Notre 
Dame Retreat House on January 31 to February 2.  

Contact Bill Clifford at 742-2358 or billbarbclif-
ford@aol.com or John Becker at 924-0568 or jabeck-
er58@aol.com for reservations or information."  

Visiting Priests this January 
With the decline in the number of active priests and when 

there is no assisting priest in parishes, it is a blessing to have 
other priests who have made it their ministry to come and 
help cover the weekend Masses when pastors take some time-
off. 

This month, two priests from Cross Catholic Outreach 
will be graciously covering the weekend: to hear Confessions 
an hour before each of the Masses and celebrate the weekend 
Masses. 

     On January 18-19, our visiting priest 
is Reverend Father John Fischer, a mem-
ber of the Comboni Missionaries, or-
dained on July 17, 1976 and has worked 
in Kenya. As a priest of the Archdiocese 
of Cincinnati, Fr. Fischer has served as 
Hospital Chaplain, Mission Director, 
Tribunal Judge and Pastor between 1989  

and 2011. Inspired by St. Daniel Comboni, the first bishop of 
Central Africa, whose fundamental mission was to the poorest 
of the poor, we are honored to have his during this weekend. 

      
 
On January 25-26, our visiting priest is 
Reverend Father John L. Longbucco, who 
was ordained a priest in 1990 in the Dio-
cese of Marquette. He is one of seven 
children and serves in the rural Diocese of 
Marquette where most recently served as 
Pastor at Holy Family. He previously 

served  as a US Army Chaplain and was deployed to Iraq.  
 
 
We are looking for families who could invite them to 

weekend breakfast, lunch and dinner. If you can help, please 
call Cathy Fafone at 924-7111. Thank you for welcoming our 
visiting priests. Your generous help is appreciated. 

Pray for church vocations  

Sunday  Jan. 19 

9:30am  - Coffee Hour - Parish Center 

10:00am - Children’s Choir Rehearsal - Music Room 

10:30am - Children’s Liturgy of the Word - Music Room 

11:45pm - No Christian Formation - Preschool 

11:45am - No Confirmation Class - Music Rm, Library, 

Monday  Jan. 20 The Parish Office is closed. 

4:30pm - No Christian Formation - Preschool 

5:45pm - No Children’s Choir Rehearsal - Music Room   

6:45pm - Adult Choir Rehearsal - Music Room 

Tuesday  Jan. 21   

4:30  pm  - No Christian Formation - Preschool 

6:30 pm - No Christian Formation - Preschool 

6:30 pm - No Confirmation Class - Music Rm, Library, 

7:00 pm - Pre-Cana Meeting - Music Room 

Wednesday  Jan. 22 

     10:00 am - Senior Exercise - Alcove 

      6:00 pm - Finance Council - Music Room 

7:00 pm - Knights of Columbus - Parish Center 

Thursday  Jan. 23    

9:00 am - March for Life 

     9:00 am - Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - Library 

10:00 am - Adult Faith Formation Enrichment - Alcove 

6:45 pm - Following Christ - Parish Center 

Friday  Jan. 24 

9:00 am - March for Life 

     9:00 am - Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - Library 

9:00 am  - March for Life 

mailto:billbarbclifford@aol.com
mailto:billbarbclifford@aol.com
mailto:jabecker58@aol.com
mailto:jabecker58@aol.com
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Formed.org 
1. It is easy and free! Go to Formed.org/register. 

2. Enter access code: 3KRJJK (capitalized). 

3. Enter your email and password (you need these to log in 
later). Enjoy and share the faith. 

  Featured Resources 
          Pass It On. This is a series 
of presentations for parents who 
want to equip their children well 
for their life’s journey. Through 15 
presentations, the authors, speak-
ers, and experts in their respective 

fields offer their wisdom and experience to encourage and 
challenge parents as they wrestle with what they should be 
putting into their children’s backpacks. Each episode is filled 
with practical suggestions and helpful insights for moms and 
dads who want to hand on the faith to their children. 
     These presentations are perfect for individuals to watch 
and listen to for daily encouragement. They are also great for 
couples who want to grow in clarity and unity as they embrace 
their parenting role together. These sessions also make an ex-
cellent springboard for group discussion and sharing, allowing 
parents to learn from the experiences of other parents. Each 
presentation can stand on its own with very little preparation. 
The Pass It On series can easily be used by moms or parent 
groups, in home or parish settings. A downloadable discus-
sion guide for the series is available. Each presentation is 
about 20 minutes in length.    

Thank you for using Formed.org resources. 

Ongoing Christian Formation 

because Jesus taught us his way of life 

Social Ministry & Outreach 

because Jesus called us to serve 

Why do we exist as a parish? 
In order to love God with all that we are, 

  to love our neighbor as ourselves, 
  to make more and better disciples, and 
  to learn and teach how to keep  
                         Jesus’ commandments. 

Our Mission is based on Matthew 22: 34-40, 28:16-20. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 Holy Land Pilgrimage 
     Have you thought about doing a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land? In 2020, Father Edison will be leading another group 
of pilgrims on November 9 - 20. 
     If interested, visit the website irondequoittravel.com to see 
the itinerary and additional information. Or you may call Zen-
ny Asis at (585) 288-7000. 
     Want to read the Sacred Scripture in a radically different 
way? Make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. Reserved Parking Space 

February - March 2020 
     The next drawing for the two-
month use of reserved parking for the 
Weekend Masses will be on January 
20th, Monday. Tickets and the raffle 

box to register are located outside the Alcove. Please remem-
ber to write on the ticket the weekend mass you participate in.  

Parish Facebook Page & Parish App 
     In our parish, our Facebook page is one of the 
busiest and commonly used means to communicate 
among parishioners. Search: St. Patrick’s 
Church (@stpatricksvictor).  

For the parish app, text ‘App’ to 88202 to 
download. After download, select ‘Saint Patrick.’  

Stay connected. 

We’re glad you’re here with us! 
     We warmly welcome a new member to 
our parish: Greg, Julie, Murphy and 
Reagan MacAnn.  We are glad you are here 
with us. Your presence is a blessing to us.               

A Christian does not follow a religion 

but a person, Jesus Christ. 

          - Father Robert Galea 

Niagara Chocolate Fundraiser for Preschool begins Mon-
day January 27th and ends on Tuesday February 18th.  Pick up 
your catalog/order form at the main entrance of the church, 
near the alcove or in the Preschool wing. Return completed 
order forms to either Nancy or Cathy. Thank you for your 
support of our Preschool! 

St. Patrick’s Preschool 
Register Now for 2020-2021 School Year! 

Will your child be 3, 4, or 5 by December 1st?  
Call or email to learn more about our enriching program 

offerings. 
Age 3: Monday, Wednesday and Friday or  

Tuesday and Thursday. 
Age 4/5: Monday-Friday (ideal for 5 year olds not attending 

kindergarten) 
Save the Date! Open House: 
Sunday, March 8, 2:00-4:00 PM 
115 Maple Avenue, Victor, NY 

585-924-2800 
stpatricksprek@dor.org 
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Our Parish Ministries: Serving God and Neighbor 
Call. Ask. Discern. Serve like Jesus. 

I. Liturgy and Sacramental Life 
Altar Linen 
Altar Servers 
Baptism Preparation Team 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Church Cleaners 
Communion Ministers (EMHC) 
First Responders at Masses 
Funeral Liturgy Team 
Lectors 
Liturgy Committee 
Marriage Preparation Team 
Music Ministry (choirs, cantors) 
Sacristans 
Ushers & Greeters 
Visitation Ministry 
 

II. Membership and Parish Life 
Coffee Hour Team 
Funeral Brunch Team 
Knights of Columbus 
Membership Team 
Parish Life Committee 
Women’s Group 
 

III. Ongoing Faith Formation 
Adult Faith Formation Group 
Bible Study 
Catechists & Aides 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Confirmation Coordinator 
Faith Formation Advisory Board 
Parish Christ Life Team 
Preschool 
RCIA Team 
Youth Ministry 
 

IV. Social Ministry and Outreach 
Assisi Ministry 
Community Dinner 
Giving Garden 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Prison Ministry 
Social Ministry Committee 
Veterans’ Dinner 
Family Promise of Ontario County 
 

V. Stewardship 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Cemetery Board 
CASE Review Board 
Finance Council 
Parish Bakers 
Parish Gardens 
Parish Magazine 
Parish Office Volunteers 
Pastoral Council 
Money Counters 
Stewardship Committee 

 
Sue Stehling / 924-3409 

Pat Bolger / 924-9351  
Judy & James Miller / 924-8158 

Lynn Foley / 259-3823 
Lei Dalupang / 224-6091 
Liz  Gartland / 329-3168 

Coordinator Needed 
Jackie Lafferty / 924-3898 

Duane Pancoast / 576-6588  
Judy Klein / 924-7022  

Gayle & Brian Reh / 924-4804  
 Carl Galland / 924-7111 

Ena Gill / 733-6650  
Sante DiCarlo / 742-3118 
Helen Barnes / 298-2247 

 

  
John Shields / 615-5765  
Kelly Mason / 924-3532 

Wayne Brotsch / 924-3855  
Ken Reasoner / 924-2029 

Sam Samoriski / 802-6755  
Judy Klein / 924-7022  

 

 
Sam & Tina Condo / 678-4472 

Anne Leitner / 742-3417 
Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 

Carolyn Robinson/ 924-2800 
Janet Zazulak / 924-7111 

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Sam Condo / 678-4472  

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Deacon John Payne / 924-7111  

Christine & Pat Di Novo/ 924-7111   
 

 
Marcie Hamilton / 924-1528 
Jean Acquilano / 645-7998  

Dan & Karen Lynch / 314-5098 
Mary E 742-2949/Mary S 924-7724 

Helen Barnes / 298-2247  
Joan Muto / 924-2501 
Bob Kelly / 924-5792 

Joan Trost / 924-3092 
 

 
Joan Oliphant /  742-3452   

John Butler / 924-7111 
Cathy Fafone / 924-7111 

Suzanne McCaffrey / 398-8219  
Coordinator Needed 

Becky Fountain / 281-8004  
Editor Needed 

Ev DeVelder / 924-2903 
Bob Muto / 924-2501  

Marge Gawronski / 398-7802 
Dave Keebler / 208-6923  

Stewardship 

because Jesus gave us gifts to share 

 

Parish Goal: 
$113,885 

 
 

As of Jan 13, Amount Raised: $71,716 or 62.97% 
Number of Donors: 232  Households Participating 

How does your CMA contribution support our parish? 
Information Technology Support / Staff Support  
Parish Governance Support / Ministry Support  

Cemetery Support / Buildings and Grounds Support   
Promotion of Cultural Diversity 

Did you know that when we do not make our CMA goal, 
we pay for the deficit from our parish funds? These past three 
years, your stewardship had been supporting two major cam-
paigns, the annual CMA and the parish capital projects. 

To contribute to the CMA, please use the envelopes in 
the pews, or visit www.dor.org to make an online donation. 

We are grateful 

 To Deacon John for having a Com-
munion Service daily while Father Edison is 
away. 

 To families who celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation together. Parents, 
you give great and faithful witness to your 

children by doing so. 

 To the Church Cleaners for taking down all the Christmas 
decorations. 

 To Wayne Sweet and Bob Kolb for transporting the visit-
ing Priests to and from the airport. 

 Thank to the parish families for  Holiday wishes and 
treats. 

 Thank you to the preschool teachers and catechist substi-
tute teachers for helping out at the last minute. 

 To the catechists and students, and parishioners who par-
ticipated in the Eucharistic Adoration and benediction 
last Monday and Tuesday. 

 Thank you for the volunteers who helped remove the  
       Advent and Christmas Introit from all the missalettes. 

Gift of Time 
Weekend Mass Attendance 
Jan. 11-12: 4:30: 178, 8:30: 152  

10:30: 253, 5:00: 152   
Total:735  

(March 2019: 956) 
 

  Gift of Treasure  
Jan. 11-12: $8,214.27 

(weekly budget, no EFT: $6,886) 

 

We are grateful for your generosity! 



 

Our Parish Staff 
Father Edison Tayag, Pastor                                                fr.edison.tayag@dor.org 

Deacon John Payne, Deacon                                                    john.payne@dor.org  
John Butler                                                                                                                           john.butler@dor.org 
Cemetery Manager 
Christine and Pat DiNovo               christine.dinovo@dor.org / 

Youth Ministers                                                 pat.dinovo@dor.org 
Cathy Fafone                                                                          catherine.fafone@dor.org 
Parish Secretary 
Dr. Carl Galland                                                 carl.galland@dor.org                                     

Director of Sacred Music 
Donna DeJoode                                        donna.dejoode@dor.org 

Coordinator of Christian Formation and Preschool        

Nancy Kolb                                                                                                                                    nancy.kolb@dor.org 
Christian Formation & Preschool Secretary 
Benny Malijan                                         benny.malijan@dor.org  

Housekeeping 
Rich O’Donnell                                                                                    richard.odonnell@dor.org 
Finance Director 
Wayne Sweet                                                                                             wayne.sweet@dor.org 

Building Maintenance 
Janet Zazulak                                           janet.zazulak@dor.org 
Confirmation Coordinator                              

Keep you parish staff in your daily prayers. 

 

Parish Office & Preschool Information 
 

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM  
(lunch time: 12:30 PM - 1 PM) 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   

Parish Office Phone: (585) 924-7111 
Parish Office Fax: (585) 742-3296 

Faith Formation & Preschool: (585) 924-2800 

Stay Connected 

 Parish Website: www.stpatricksvictor.org 

 Parish Facebook Pages:  
                  St. Patrick’s Church /  
                  Saint Patrick’s Victor Youth Ministry 

 Parish Youtube Channel:  
                  St Patricks of Victor NY 

 Parish App: Text ‘App’ to 88202 

World Day of Migrants and Refugees 

 

Back in 2014, on the second Sunday in ordinary time, we 

as a Universal Church celebrated the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 

His Holiness, Pope Francis wrote a message for the occasion entitled, 

“Migrants and Refugees: Towards a Better World.”  In it, he recognized that as a 

world we are learning in an unprecedented way, processes of mutual inter-

dependence and interaction on a global level, filled with problematic and 

negative elements. He states that “these processes are aimed at improving the living 

conditions of the human family, not only economically, but politically and culturally as 

well. Each individual is a part of humanity and … shares the hope of a better future.”   

In our first reading today, Isaiah says, “I will make you a light to the 

nations so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” And Paul’s Letter to 

the Corinthians addresses not only the church of Corinth, but also “all those 

everywhere who call upon the name of Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours.” Pope Francis 

went on to say, “From the Christian standpoint, the reality of immigration… points 

to the tension between the beauty of creation, marked by Grace and the Redemption, and 

the mystery of sin. Solidarity, acceptance, and signs of fraternity and understanding exist 

side by side with rejection, discrimination, trafficking and exploitation, suffering and 

death. …Yet despite the problems, risks, and difficulties to be faced, great numbers of 

immigrants and refugees continue to be inspired by confidence and hope; in their hearts 

they long for a better future, not only for themselves, but for their families and those closest 

to them.”   I have to ask; didn’t our ancestors do the same… don’t we have 

the same hopes for ourselves and our families and children? 

It happened that on the previous Saturday night that year, I spent 

a few hours with about twenty of our junior and senior high youth, who 

were on a retreat at Camp Stella Maris for the weekend.  Joining them were 

several refugees from Mary’s Place in the city around their same age.  These 

refugees were telling stories about leaving danger and war behind… and 

coming to a land where food just hung on trees, where we all have three 

cars, and we have TV’s in every room.  They came here to escape and to be 

safer, but they also left friends and family behind, with little hope of ever 

seeing them again… to start in a land filled with wonder… but also filled 

with new fears and a new language… yet filled with hope.  They came with 

very little… and were helped by people from the Catholic Family Center 

and Saints Place. I can tell you that the woman running Saints Place at the 

time would insist that every refugee would get at least a new pillow and new 

underwear… and hopefully a new mattress. Everything else could be used.  

She takes them “shopping” in their warehouse, making sure that they have 

warm clothes for our winters here, and proper clothing for school.  

Yet they still live in a city which has dangers and poverty.  What our 

youth group teens gave them was friendship… unprejudiced, a-

political, color-blind, and without an agenda... just someone to laugh 

with and sing and dance and play with… and to pray with... and our teens 

did it well. 

 

Pope Francis continued, “We ourselves need to see, and then enable 

others to see, that immigrants and refugees do not only represent a problem to be solved, 

but are also brothers and sisters to be welcomed, respected, and loved. They are an occa-

sion that God gives us to help build a more just society, a more perfect democracy, a more 

united country, a more fraternal world, and a more open Christian community. Immigra-

tion opens vistas for the growth of a new humanity foreshadowed in the paschal mystery: a 

humanity for which every foreign country is a homeland and every homeland is a foreign 

country.”  This vision of universal human solidarity is rooted in the recogni-

tion that “each person bears the mark of the face of Christ.” The human dignity of 

each individual flows from this recognition… the fact of being created in God’s 

own image and likeness and, even more so, being children of God.   

I think our children figured it out… we need to follow their lead. 

mailto:Benny.Malijan@dor.org

