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+  +  +  Be holier today than yesterday. The only and truly sad thing in life is not to become a saint.  +  +  + 

Catholic Church 

 June 6-7, 2020    The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity  

 

Important Lessons from the Visitation 
Last Sunday was May 31, the Feast of the Visitation, when 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, pregnant with the baby Jesus, visited 
her cousin, Elizabeth, pregnant with John the Baptist. 

The Visitation is significant for us who know about the 
story from within. Were we mere neighbors of Elizabeth, we 
could simply see the event as an encounter between two cous-
ins. But we are not neighbors of Elizabeth, and we know the 
story from within. Therefore, we know how Elizabeth intuited 
Mary’s pregnancy, that in her womb is the Son of God, whose 
presence caused the baby John to leap for joy in her own 
womb.  

Lesson One: Know our story from within. Only then 
would we be open and become aware of the presence of God 
in our lives.  Our story is about God’s story. It demands from 
us being constantly open, waiting, and welcoming to the pres-
ence of God when He comes to visit us, in the most unex-
pected ways, even during the coronavirus pandemic.  

The Visitation was not brief. It lasted for three months. 
While it is true that Mary and Elizabeth were cousins, there is 
something about the Mediterranean hospitality that helped 
drive the events. Just remember how Abram and Sarai  lavish-
ly hosted the three angels. Visitations were prepared for. Visit-
ations made people ready for the unexpected. 

Lesson Two: Prepare and welcome the unexpected. 
To know and to believe that somewhere in an unexpected 
event God is to be found can truly change one’s disposition in 
life. Einstein’s word come handy here: “God does not play dice.” 
If Abram and Sarai were not open to God, Isaac would not 
have come. If Mary were not open to God, we would not 
have Jesus. To prepare and to welcome God in the most un-
expected situations can bring immense blessings. 

That the pandemic brought to our attention our reliance 
on the scheduled, the routine and the normal, the story of the 
Visitation invites us once again to be open to the unplanned, 
the spontaneous and the extraordinary, and to learn to expect 
them. Here, allow me to say, “God does not use algorithms” 
because our God is the God of beautiful surprises! 

                                         - Father Edison 

The Precepts of the Catholic Church 
     The context of our 
faith as Catholic Chris-
tians is the relationship 
that God offers us 
through His Son Jesus, 

and the same relationship that we enter into mediated through 
the One High Priest, Jesus.   

     From the Catechism, paragraphs 2041ff, The precepts 
of the Church are set in the context of a moral life bound to and 
nourished by liturgical life. The obligatory character of these posi-
tive laws decreed by the pastoral authorities is meant to guar-
antee to the faithful the very necessary minimum in the spirit of pray-
er and moral effort, in the growth in love of God and neighbor: 
1. You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation and 

rest from servile labor. To observe the Sabbath has two-fold 
effect: using our God-given freedom, we worship God 
and sanctify the world. In other words, Sunday reminds 
us of our task to recognize the holiness of God and sa-
cred work that God has shared with us. From a relational 
perspective, we nurture your relationship with Jesus by 
regularly spending time with him.  

2. You shall confess your sins at least once a year. Through the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation, we recognize that our relation-
ship with Jesus entails ongoing conversion and for-
giveness - as disciples, we seek to continue making our-
selves better. From a relational perspective, we recognize 
our faults and move on through reconciliation. 

3. You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the 
Easter season. The Easter season is so important that it 
requires a minimum encounter with Jesus. His resurrec-
tion is a singular event that has brought defeat to sin and 
death. From a relational perspective, our life revolves 
around Jesus; we the Body celebrate the important mile-
stones in the life of Jesus our Head.  

4. You shall observe the days of fasting and abstinence established by 
the Church. Our practice of fasting and abstinence shows 
our mastery over our instincts and desires, our capacity to 
see and value God the Giver over His gifts. From a rela-
tional perspective, we make self-sacrifices for loved ones - 
we forego some good so that we benefit from more good.    

5. You shall help to provide for the needs of the Church. Jesus en-
trusted us his mission. This is why we exist as his Church: 
to do his work. From a relational perspective, our love for 
Jesus leads to love our neighbor.    
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Daily 3 PM Prayer Intentions 
    Please include any of these inten-
tions at your daily 3 PM prayer: 

 For a return to sincere dialogue at 
all levels that seeks understanding 
and whose goal is the betterment 
of all concerned, 

 For the safe and reasonable open-
ing of businesses, 

 For the safe and reasonable resumption of public wor-
ship, 

 For those who have lost their jobs during this pandemic, 

 For true peace and justice. 
Let us be known by our praying for each other. 

Liturgy & Sacramental Life 

because Jesus taught us to pray 

Saturday        June 6 

4:30pm - For all Graduates 

Sunday           June 7 - Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity     

8:30am - Mimi Warren by Kolb Family 

10:30am - Ryan Ellis by Gary and Gail Lohr 

5pm - Edward Peck by Nancy Peglow 

Monday          June 8    

8:30am - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

Tuesday          June 9 - St. Ephrem 

8:30am - Anne Tobler by Helen Sherman 

Wednesday    June 10   

8:30am - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

Thursday       June 11 - St. Barnabas  

8:30am - No Service 

Friday            June 12    

8:30am - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

Saturday        June 13 - St. Anthony of Padua   

4:30pm - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

Sunday          June 14 - Corpus Christi   

8:30am - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

10:30am - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

5pm - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

For Mass intentions, please  

email catherine.fafone@dor.org 

 

Parish Communication 
a Time of Social Distancing 

It is important to stay connected during this time of social 
distancing and lock down isolation. Thankfully, technology 
allows us to continue celebrating community life. What are the 
ways available to us to stay connected?  

Parish Face Book Page: St. Patrick’s Church Victor. Because of 
its versatility and ease of use, this platform has the most updat-
ed information, news, upcoming events. Parishioners also have 
a way to send us communication through this platform. 

Parish Website: stpatricksvictor.org. Get a good glimpse of our 
parish, visit our parish website. It is one way to have access to 
the digital weekly parish bulletin. The homepage contains gen-
eral updates and news. 

Parish YouTube Channel: St. Patrick Victor NY: Yes, we have 
our own YouTube Channel, and through it we are able to live 
stream the daily and weekend Masses, Eucharistic Adoration 
and the Stations of the Cross.  

Parish App: Text App to 88202. Download myParish App, 
and select our parish after opening. We use our parish app to 
send reminders and notification, at least once a week. 

 
 

 
 

Communicating with the Staff 
The staff are working remotely. To receive timely response, 

please communicate by email. See page 6 for email addresses. 
 

 

The Church Is Open 
The Church remains open for private prayer and devotion,  

and individual Confessions (in the Family Room). 
Monday to Friday: 7 AM to 4:30 PM 

Saturday: 3 PM to 5:30 PM 
Sunday: 7 AM to 11:30 AM 

  
Available to You via YouTube Live Stream 

 Daily Masses: 8:30 AM, Monday-Wednesday, Friday 

 Weekend Masses:  
Sat Vigil Mass 4:30 PM,  

Sun 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM & 5 PM 

 Eucharistic Adoration: onsite and online 
(observe limit of 10 persons in church) 

Monday: 7-8 AM, 
Tuesday: 3-4 PM  

 

Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation 
Mondays-Wednesday, Fridays: 7:00 AM 

Saturdays: 3:15-4:15 PM 
Sundays: 7:00 AM, 9:45-10:15 AM, 4-4:45 PM 

Or call Fr. Edison at 924-7111 for a convenient time. 
Return to the Lord with all your heart! 

Promoting Safety and Health in Church 
Should you visit and pray in church, please -  

 Properly put on face mask or covering, at all times. 

 Sanitize your hands before entering the church. 

 Observe social distancing, stay 6-feet apart from others 
who are not from the same household. 

 Keep the pews clean. 

 Stay in designated areas only - church, rest room &  copy 
room.  

We appreciate your cooperation. 
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Membership & Parish Life 

because Jesus called a community 

Sign Up Instructions 

 Currently, a total of eight Masses are celebrated through-
out the week. Sunday Masses - Sat Vigil at 4:30 PM, Sun 
8:30 and 10:30 AM, and 5 PM. Daily Masses - Mon, Tue, 
Wed and Fri at 8:30 AM. Sunday Masses have seven slots 
each, and daily Masses have nine slots each.  

 Senior Parishioners, consider signing up for the Sun 8:30 
AM and Tue 8:30 AM Masses. Call 924-7111 to reserve a 
slot. 

 First Communion Families, consider singing up for the 
Sun 10:30 AM and Fri 8:30 AM Masses. Email Donna at 
donna.dejoode@dor.org. 

 We are using Sign Up Genius. A link is found on the 
website, and updates are regularly posted on our Face-
book page.  

 Parishioners gravitate towards the Sunday Masses. Please 
remember that the Sunday obligation is still suspended 
during this time. Those who could not sign-up for a 
weekend Mass, do sign-up for a daily Mass instead. 

 For the Sunday Masses, do not sign-up on a weekly basis. 
Give others the opportunity to participate in these Mass-
es. 

 For the Daily Masses, if you used to be a daily Mass goer, 
do check the list the evening before, if there is an open 
slot, sign yourself up. Non-parishioners, if you so wish to 
participate in the celebration of Holy Mass, do check the 
list for the daily Masses the evening before, if there is an 
opening, do sign yourself up.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping the Staff Safe and Healthy 
We do appreciate you keeping in touch with your staff 

and for reaching out to us for help. Please continue to do so, 
observing protocols in place to ensure the safety and health of 
all, including yours. 

If you need to reach us, please communicate by email (see 
page 6 for our email addresses), or call (585) 924-7111 and 
leave a message. 

The requested staff will be responding to you as soon as 
possible.  

If transactions may be done by email and/or phone, we 
would complete them as such. Deliveries and pick up’s are 
done at the covered porch of the Parish Office. If you need to 
come in the Parish Office, we will inform you and we will 
provide you the necessary instructions. 

Thank you for your charity and patience.  

We are grateful… 

 To parishioners who contin-
ue to work and maintain the par-
ish gardens and the giving gar-
dens. 

 To parishioners who are 
attentive to parish communica-
tions as this saves us a lot of 

time, avoiding so much repetition.  

 To parishioners who are respectful of the parish office 
and staff hours.   

 To all who helped with the preschool step-up days. 

 After signing-up through Sign Up Genius, please update 
the page and make sure your name appears on the list. If 
your name is NOT on the list, it might be because you are 
just clicking the sign-up box. So, scroll down the page, 
click on 'Submit and Sign-Up'. Enter your name and email 
address. You must receive an email to confirm your reser-
vation. Names are verified at the door. If your name does 
not appear on the list, you may be asked to leave. 

 Be respectful of those who are already sign-up. 

 Arrive a few minutes before Mass. The doors will be 
locked before the Mass begins. 

Thank you. 

Congratulations, Lula Dalupang! 
Congratulations, Lula, for re-

ceiving a 2020 Music Ministry 
Recognition Award for High 
School Students in the Diocese of 
Rochester! Lula's dedication to 
God and her faith has been espe-
cially exhibited in her dedication to 
Music Ministry at St. Patrick's 
Church. Lula consistently volun-
teers as guitarist, pianist, and vo-
calist at the Sunday 5 PM Mass, as 
worship leader at the Summer Va-
cation Bible School.  

Thank you, Lula, and congratulations!  
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Ongoing Christian Formation 

because Jesus taught us his way of life 

Social Ministry & Outreach 

because Jesus called us to serve 

Focus Pregnancy Help Center 
The help center  is still open during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, operat-
ing Monday - Friday, from 1-4 PM. 
They are in greatest need of baby 
formula, especially Enfamil or 
Wegmans. Next need is size 4 and 

5 diapers. Also needed are baby clothes (all sizes) baby lotion, 
shampoo and baby care products, baby bottles with nipples, 
onesies, baby blankets, pacifiers and toys. 

Drop off donations in the bin on top of the ramp (side 
church door). We appreciate your generosity. 

Stewardship 

because Jesus gave us gifts to share 

  Gift of Treasure  
May 30-31: $4,370.00 

(weekly budget, no EFT: $6,886) 
 

Thank you for sending in  
your Pentecost envelopes. 

  
 

We are grateful for your generosity! 

Hinds’ Feet on High Places 
     “Hinds’ Feet on High Places 
is a timeless allegory dramatizing 
the yearning of 
God’s children to 
be led to new 
heights of love, 
joy, and victory. In 

this moving tale, follow Much-Afraid on her 
spiritual journey as she overcomes many dan-
gers and mounts at last to the High Places. 
There she gains a new name and is transformed 
by her union with the loving Shepherd.   

                                               Joshua 
When Joshua moves to a small cabin on the 
edge of town, the local people are mystified 
by his presence. A quiet and simple man, 
Joshua appears to seek nothing for himself. 
He supports himself by working as a carpen-
ter. He charges very little for his services, yet 
his craftsmanship is exquisite. The statue of 
Moses that he carves for the local synagogue 

prompts amazement as well as consternation. 
Despite his benevolence and selfless work in the community, 
some remain suspicious. In an effort to address the communi-
ty’s doubts, Joshua is confronted by the local church leaders. 

Family Fun Nights 
We can’t be togeth-

er in person but we can 
be together virtually!  
Join us for Family Fun 
Nights!  Each week 
from now through 
June, we will gather for 
an evening of fun activ-
ities.  We have already had Minute-to-Win-It night and Scav-
enger Hunt Bingo.  Next up is Team Pictionary! Join us 
Thursday June 4 at 6:30p via Zoom. For additional infor-
mation or the Zoom invitation, contact Donna at don-
na.dejoode@dor.org.  Upcoming dates are Tuesday 6/9, 
Tuesday 6/16, and Tuesday 6/23. Notices and reminders are 
posted on Facebook too. 

Formed.org 
1. It is easy and free! Go to Formed.org/register. 

2. Enter access code: 3KRJJK (capitalized). 

3. Enter your email and password (you need these to log in 
later). Enjoy and share the faith. 

 

  Featured Resource 
     The Bible and the Virgin Mary: Jour-
ney Through Scripture. Journey through 
Scripture is the St. Paul Center's dynamic 
Bible study program designed to help ordi-
nary Catholics grow in their knowledge of 
the Scriptures while deepening their under-
standing of the riches of our faith. 
Distinctively Catholic, Journey through 
Scripture reads the Bible from the heart of 
the Church, engaging both the Old and New 
Testaments and how they work together. It's 
grounded in history, yet actively engages 

topics faced by today's Catholic. More than just an ordinary 
Bible study, it's biblical catechesis.  

Vacation Bible School 
Vacation Bible School is currently being planned!  We are 

hopeful that we will be 
able to gather in person.  
However, if not, we will 
gather together via Zoom 
and have A LOT of fun 
together!!!  If any adult is 
interested in leading a sta-
tion in person or virtually, 

please contact Donna DeJoode at donna.dejoode@dor.org 
for more information. Watch your emails for registration in-
formation! 
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Our Parish Ministries: Serving God and Neighbor 
Call. Ask. Discern. Serve like Jesus. 

I. Liturgy and Sacramental Life 
Altar Linen 
Altar Servers 
Baptism Preparation Team 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Church Cleaners 
Communion Ministers (EMHC) 
First Responders at Masses 
Funeral Liturgy Team 
Lectors 
Liturgy Committee 
Marriage Preparation Team 
Music Ministry (choirs, cantors) 
Sacristans 
Ushers & Greeters 
Visitation Ministry 
 

II. Membership and Parish Life 
Coffee Hour Team 
Funeral Brunch Team 
Knights of Columbus 
Membership Team 
Parish Life Committee 
Women’s Group 
 

III. Ongoing Faith Formation 
Adult Faith Formation Group 
Bible Study 
Catechists & Aides 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Confirmation Coordinator 
Faith Formation Advisory Board 
Parish Christ Life Team 
Preschool 
RCIA Team 
Youth Ministry 
 

IV. Social Ministry and Outreach 
Assisi Ministry 
Community Dinner 
Giving Garden 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Prison Ministry 
Social Ministry Committee 
Veterans’ Dinner 
Family Promise of Ontario County 
 

V. Stewardship 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Cemetery Board 
CASE Review Board 
Finance Council 
Parish Bakers 
Parish Gardens 
Parish Magazine 
Parish Office Volunteers 
Pastoral Council 
Money Counters 
Stewardship Committee 

 
Sue Stehling / 924-3409 

Pat Bolger / 924-9351  
Judy & James Miller / 924-8158 

Lynn Foley / 259-3823 
Lei Dalupang / 224-6091 
Liz  Gartland / 329-3168 

Coordinator Needed 
Jackie Lafferty / 924-3898 

Thom & Margie Rafferty / 734-2818 
Coordinator Needed 

Gayle & Brian Reh / 924-4804  
 Carl Galland / 924-7111 

Ena Gill / 733-6650  
Sante DiCarlo / 742-3118 
Helen Barnes / 298-2247 

 

  
Patty Weigert / 924-7393  
Kelly Mason / 924-3532 

Wayne Brotsch / 924-3855  
Ken Reasoner / 924-2029 

Coordinator Needed 
Judy Klein / 924-7022  

 

 
Sam & Tina Condo / 678-4472 

Anne Leitner / 742-3417 
Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 

Carolyn Robinson/ 924-2800 
Janet Zazulak / 924-7111 

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Sam Condo / 678-4472  

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Deacon John Payne / 924-7111  

Christine & Pat Di Novo/ 924-7111   
 

 
Marcie Hamilton / 924-1528 
Jean Acquilano / 645-7998  

Dan & Karen Lynch / 314-5098 
Mary E 742-2949/Mary S 924-7724 

Helen Barnes / 298-2247  
Joan Muto / 924-2501 
Bob Kelly / 924-5792 

Joan Trost / 924-3092 
 

 
Joan Oliphant /  742-3452   

John Butler / 924-7111 
Cathy Fafone / 924-7111 

Suzanne McCaffrey / 398-8219  
Coordinator Needed 

Becky Fountain / 281-8004  
Father Edison / 924-7111 

Ev DeVelder / 924-2903 
Bob Muto / 924-2501  

Marge Gawronski / 398-7802 
Dave Keebler / 208-6923  

Parish Finance Updates 
First, thank you for your ongoing financial support of our 

parish. We only have May and June prior to the end of the 
fiscal year.  

 Pentecost Envelope. With the suspension of the public Mass-
es, we ceased having income from the loose plate collec-
tion. Also, with regards to the EFT, some contributors 
are making their donations once a year from their retire-
ment incomes. We have deficits too in our Christmas and 
Easter collections. To make up for these deficits, a Pente-
cost envelope will be sent to you. If you can, please help 
us reduce our deficit.  

 2019-2020 Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA). As of May 11, 
288 household have raised $81,946 or 71.96% of our 
$113,885 parish goal. If you can, please help us reduce our 
CMA deficit. Online donations can be made through the 
diocesan website - dor.org.  

 2020 Building Projects. This summer, we have three projects 
in place: the resealing of the new parking lot, the replace-
ment of two HVAC rooftop units (two had already been 
replaced), and the replacement of the roof over the Parish 
Library. This past December, we found out that the 
church boiler is leaking. Please know that parishioners 
may donate the Building Fund at any time of the year. 
Donations made to the fund will only be used for our 
building projects - current and future projects. 

 Expanding our live streaming capacities. We are working on 
expanding our live-streaming capacities by installing addi-
tional camera in the Parish Center for Preschool, Chris-
tian Formation, and other parish events.  

 Mass Intentions. We have kept three of the four weekend 
Masses during the lockdown. Please continue to offer 
intentions at daily and weekend Masses for loved ones: 
for a special occasion, for the sick, the dead, etc. To offer 
an intention, please email Cathy through cathe-
rine.fafone@dor.org. Remember to specify date/s and 
Mass time/s that you are looking at. 

 St. Patrick’s Cemetery. We are developing a plan to have a 
Columbarium section at the cemetery. The proposal is 
ready to submit to the bishop for approval.  
Inquiries pertaining to parish finances, please contact Rich       

O’Donnell through richard.odonnell@dor.org. 
Thank you for your support of our parish. 

Saint Patrick, pray for us! 

Sunday Collection Revenue 
July 2019 - April 2020 

 Actual Budget Variance 

Regular Envelopes  $   231,796  $    229,167   $           2,629 

Loose Plate  $     53,071   $      75,000  $       (21,929)  

Electronic (EFT)  $   171,313   $    186,810   $       (15,497) 

Holy Days  $       6,128  $       4,500  $           1,628 

Christmas  $     13,907  $     16,000               $         (2,093) 

Easter  $       2,915   $       7,500   $         (4,585) 

Total  $   479,130  $    518,977  $       (39,847) 



 

Our Parish Staff 
Father Edison Tayag, Pastor                                                fr.edison.tayag@dor.org 

Deacon John Payne, Deacon                                                    john.payne@dor.org  
John Butler                                                                                                                           john.butler@dor.org 
Cemetery Manager 
Christine and Pat DiNovo               christine.dinovo@dor.org / 

Youth Ministers                                                 pat.dinovo@dor.org 
Cathy Fafone                                                                          catherine.fafone@dor.org 
Parish Secretary 
Dr. Carl Galland                                                 carl.galland@dor.org                                     

Director of Sacred Music 
Donna DeJoode                                        donna.dejoode@dor.org 

Coordinator of Christian Formation and Preschool        

Nancy Kolb                                                                                                                                    nancy.kolb@dor.org 
Christian Formation & Preschool Secretary 
Benny Malijan                                         benny.malijan@dor.org  

Housekeeping 
Rich O’Donnell                                                                                    richard.odonnell@dor.org 
Finance Director 
Wayne Sweet                                                                                             wayne.sweet@dor.org 

Building Maintenance 
Janet Zazulak                                           janet.zazulak@dor.org 
Confirmation Coordinator                              

Keep you parish staff in your daily prayers. 

 

Parish Office & Preschool Information 
 

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM  
(lunch time: 12:30 PM - 1 PM) 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   

Parish Office Phone: (585) 924-7111 
Parish Office Fax: (585) 742-3296 

Faith Formation & Preschool: (585) 924-2800 

Stay Connected 

 Parish Website: www.stpatricksvictor.org 

 Parish Facebook Pages:  
                  St. Patrick’s Church /  
                  Saint Patrick’s Victor Youth Ministry 

 Parish Youtube Channel:  
                  St Patricks of Victor NY 

 Parish App: Text ‘App’ to 88202 

Brothers and sisters, rejoice. 
Mend your ways, encourage one another, 
agree with one another, live in peace, 
and the God of love and peace will be with you. 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. 
All the holy ones greet you. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.                                                                    
                                                                                                                            - 2 Corinthians 13:11-13  
Indeed, God ever restores our covenant relationship with 

Him. Why? That we may learn from such divine insistence. So 
that in the end, the life within God becomes our life as com-
munity of disciples - just refer to the above exhortation of 
Saint Paul to the Corinthians.  

God reveals Himself to us, not to remain a theory but to 
be the very practice by whom we live our lives - in mutual 
correction and forgiveness, in mutual encouragement, in mu-
tual peace, and in mutual holiness.  

                                         - Father Edison 

Let there be light… 
 

The Trinity Is Our Only True Template 

 

Having come down in a cloud, the LORD stood with Moses there 
and proclaimed his name, "LORD." 
Thus the LORD passed before him and cried out, 
"The LORD, the LORD, a merciful and gracious God, 
slow to anger and rich in kindness and fidelity."                                                               
                                                                                                                           - Exodus 34:5-6   

Can we truly know another person unless that person tells 
us something about himself or herself? To assume something 
about someone, we learn from experience, could mean play-
ing a dangerous game. Unfounded assumptions could lead to 
baseless conclusions, and baseless conclusions have lead to 
ruined relationships. Knowing how difficult as well as danger-
ous it is ‘to know’ another human person simply through as-
sumptions, imagine the impossibility of coming to really know 
God simply by us making assumptions about Him! 

At the first encounter between God and Moses at the 
burning bush, God made Himself known as the LORD (that 
is YHWH), see Gen 3:15. The same LORD would enter a 
covenant relationship with Israel, and would provide the spe-
cific parameters of their relationship through the Ten Com-
mandments. And there was further development in the cove-
nant relationship: God makes Himself known again as the 
LORD who was offended by Israel’s worship of the golden 
calf, and the LORD who renews His covenant with Israel 
because of His love and mercy. 

In its renewal, God set the tone for their covenant rela-
tionship: divine love and mercy is the hallmark of the cove-
nant relationship, not Israel’s failed fidelity and short-lived 
obedience.    

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him might not perish 
but might have eternal life. 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through him. 
Whoever believes in him will not be condemned, 
but whoever does not believe has already been condemned, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.                  
                                                                                                    - John 3:16-18 
Fast forward. In time, God’s revelation of Himself to 

men and women would come in its fullness through Jesus 
Christ. God is the God who loves men and women enough to 
the point of giving up His Only Son. 

Through Jesus, we learn that God’s love fuels mercy and 
upholds justice. Being the faithful partner in the covenant 
relationship, God seriously and consistently took upon Him-
self the responsibility of restoring the covenant relationship 
whenever it is violated by our unfaithfulness, aka sin. And 
God had done this by gifting us of Himself - first as Father, 
then, as Son, and lastly, as Holy Spirit. In His love, God has 
revealed Himself as a community of Divine Persons. God as 
Father is the Source and Creator of all men and women. God 
as Son is the Redeemer of all men and women: Jesus is the 
face of God’s mercy and love. And God the Holy Spirit 
makes holy all men and women: the Holy Spirit is the face of 
God’s justice.  

  

mailto:Benny.Malijan@dor.org

