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Authentic faith, Welcoming and Engaging 

+  +  +  Be holier today than yesterday. The only and truly sad thing in life is not to become a saint.  +  +  + 

Catholic Church 

 August 8-9, 2020    Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Think of Sacraments. 
Think of Divine Life.  

 

Sacrament of Baptism. 
The sacrament through 
which God, in Jesus Christ, 
makes us His sons and 
daughters. To prepare for 

reception, call Father Edison @ 924-7111. 
Sacrament of the Eucharist. The sacrament through which 
God, like a responsible parent, feeds us, with food from heav-
en: His Word, and the Body and Blood of Jesus.  

 Weekend Masses: Saturday at 4:30 PM, Sunday at 8:30, 
10:30 AM and 5 PM. Onsite and livestreaming on 
YouTube: Saint Patrick’s Victor.  

 Weekday Masses: Monday-Wednesday, Friday at 8:30 
AM. Onsite and live on YouTube: Saint Patrick’s Victor.  

 For First Holy Communion, call Donna DeJoode at 924-
2800 for more info. 

 Family members may bring Holy Communion to other 
family members who are sick and homebound.  

Sacrament of Confirmation. The sacrament through which 
God by the gift of the Holy Spirit strengthens us to give faith-
ful witness to our Catholic Faith. To prepare for reception, 
call Elizabeth Johnston @ 924-2800. 

 Children, older than 7 y/o, and adults who needs to be 
baptized, receive Communion and/or be Confirmed, call 
Deacon John @ 924-7111.    

Sacrament of Reconciliation. The sacrament through which 
God’s mercy and love, justice and truth heals the wound of 
human sin. Generally offered an hour before each Mass. Please give 
the priest fifteen minutes before Mass to prepare for Mass. 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  The sacrament 
through which Jesus continues to heal the sick among us. 
Anointing is offered at each Mass on the first weekend of the 
month. Or call Fr. Edison @ 924-7111 to schedule an anoint-
ing.  
Sacrament of Marriage. The sacrament through which God 
calls a man and woman to become visible signs of His Love. 
Call Fr. Edison or Deacon John @ 924-7111 for more info. 
Sacrament of Holy Orders. The sacrament through which 
the mission Jesus entrusted to the apostles is continued in the 
Church. To learn more about vocations to the ordained min-
istry, please call Fr. Edison or Deacon John @ 924-7111. 

Never miss an opportunity to celebrate a sacrament.   

New Preschool Teachers 
     We welcome to our team 
new-to-us teachers who 
warmly bring energy, creativi-
ty, faith, and passion for our 
youngest people!  
     Our 3’s Team is made up 
of Lisa Hannel, Jill Heller, 

Alex Zepkowski (all returning), Chelsea Welborn, & Angus 
McCrumb.  
     Our 4/5’s Team is led my Margie Everett (returning) and 
supported by Heather Honecker, Karen Zess, and Jessica 
Spencer!   

New Youth Minister and 
Confirmation Coordinator 

Hi! My name is Elizabeth and I was 
born in the Dominican Republic, and 
moved to the US at the age of 3. I lived in 
NYC for part of my life before moving to 
Rochester. I am happily married going on 
18 years to my husband, Jim, and we have 
our son, Christian, who is 13 years old 
(going on 20). I am so happy to be joining 
you here at St. Patrick’s, and looking for-
ward to the new journey of faith we will share together.  

I have been in the ministry of Christian Formation for 
about 27 years, with a focus on Youth Ministry for the majori-
ty of that time. I pray together we can joyfully work toward 
the mission of our discipleship for the Kingdom of God  

Saint Patrick's Chamber Ensemble Virtual Concert  
Celebrating the Assumption of Mary through Music 

Saturday, August 15, 3:30 to 4:15 PM 
     The church doors open at 3:00 PM 
on Saturdays. Come early if you want 
to listen to the concert before the As-
sumption Mass at 4:30 PM on this 
coming Saturday. Otherwise tune in-
to the concert and Mass livestreams 
through our parish Youtube channel 
from home. 

Holy Mary, Assumed into heaven, 
Pray for us! 



HOLY MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

Page 2                                                   Get informed. Get involved.                                                                          

Daily 3 PM Prayer Intentions 
    Please include any of these inten-
tions at your daily 3 PM prayer: 

 For our parish’ Year of the Sacra-
ments, in developing our plan and 
its implementation, 

 For Christian patience and charity, 

 For our parishioners, 

 For discernment on how to live according to the King-
dom of God during this pandemic, and 

 For our Confirmands, and their families and sponsors. 

 For an end to the coronavirus pandemic. 
Let us be known by our praying for each other. 

Liturgy & Sacramental Life 

because Jesus taught us to pray 

Saturday        Aug 8 - St. Dominic 

4:30pm - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

Sunday           Aug 9 - Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time   

8:30am - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

10:30am - Al Rinaldi by Merante family 

5pm - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

Monday          Aug 10 -  St. Lawrence 

8:30am - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

Tuesday          Aug 11 -  St. Clare 

8:30am - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

Wednesday    Aug 12 - St. Jane Frances deChantal 

8:30am - Bud Peglow by Family 

Thursday       Aug 13 -  St.  Pontain 

8:30am - No Service 

Friday            Aug 14 -  St. Maximilian Kolbe 

8:30am - Frances DiNovo by Fred & Diane Schneider 

Saturday        Aug 15 - The Assumption of The Blessed Virgin Mary 

4:30pm - Intention of Sue Stehling 

Sunday          Aug 16 - Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time   

8:30am - Nicholas Cassidy celebrating his 100th birthday  

10:30am - Rosa Cordaro by Merante family 

5pm - Frances DiNovo by Fred & Diane Schneider 

For Mass intentions, please  
email catherine.fafone@dor.org 

Liturgical Ministers for the Weekend of August  15 – 16 

Ministry Saturday 4:30 PM Sunday 8:30 AM Sunday 10:30 AM Sunday 5:00 PM 

Sacristan (1) Helen Barnes Ken Reasoner Ena Gill Phim Dalupang 

Lector (1-2) Kevin Klee Thom Rafferty Rachel Eilertsen Leilanni Dalupang 

Communion Minister (1) Bob Muto Ken Reasoner Matt Tarantelli Luis Barron 

Ushers (2) 
 

Pat Bolger    

Cantors (1-2) Nerina Bellinger Darlene Butler Megan Samoriski Eva Moore, Ruby Sokolowski 
Lula Dalupang 

Note: Ushers/Greeters, we appreciate you helping parishioners to their pews during this time. 
If interested in serving as liturgical minister during the weekend Masses, please give the coordinators a call. See page 5 for contact info.  

Give to God what belongs to God, 
and to Caesar what belongs to Caesar...  

Plunged into a new situation by the coronavirus pandem-
ic and confused by politicization of information, it becomes 
more challenging to discern what must one do to live daily 
life, including the expression of our faith, while promoting 
safety and good health. 

Please know that the protocols we have in our parish are 
guided by current New York State COVID-19 Guidelines as 
well as Diocesan Guidelines. Four key instructions to keep in 
minds are: (i) proper wearing of face mask, covering both 
nose and mouth, (ii) proper handwashing/hand-sanitizing, 
(iii) observe at least 6-ft social distancing, away from people 
of different household, and (iv) disinfect used and contacted 
surfaces. Do make it a personal responsibility to observe 
these four key instructions. 

 If you still worry about the crowd at Sunday Mass, the 
daily Masses are great alternatives as less people are pre-
sent and these are shorter in duration. 

 If you already had eaten a meal in a public space like a 
restaurant, you can participate at Mass. 

 If you had fallen in line at a check-out counter at a gro-
cery store, you can fall in line to receive Holy Commun-
ion. 

 If you desired and went for a non-home-cooked meal in a 
public space, you can feed and nourish your soul from 
the Table of the Lord.    

We’re glad you’re here with us! 
     We warmly welcome a new mem-
ber to our parish: Benjamin Gabriel 
and Katherine Martin, and the 
Palazzo’s: Michelle, Michael, Marissa 
and Matthew.  

     We are glad you are here with us. Your presence is a bless-
ing to us. 
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Membership & Parish Life 

because Jesus called a community 

Weekend Masses 

 Maximizing the current 33% seating capacity. At the 
10:30 AM Mass last Sunday, we accommodated 141 per-
sons! We hope to welcome more parishioners returning 
to church for the celebration of Holy Mass. If you notice 
the pews, each is divided into a narrower outside section 
(next to the side aisle) and a wider inside section (next to 
the main aisle). We can use the natural divide to promote 
social distancing (for persons of different households). In 
order to safely and comfortably accommodate 143 per-
sons in church, if you come by yourself or with another 
person, please occupy the narrower outside section of the 
pew. And if you come with at least two other persons, 
occupy the wider inside section of the pew.   

 Occupying the front pews first. Taking into consideration 
the first bullet point, please consider it an act of charity to 
occupy the front pews first. Do this should make finding 
available pews easier, particularly for the late comers. 
Thanks to the ushers who take the time to guide people 
to their pews. 

 Dismissal. Thank you for maintaining the 6-ft social dis-
tancing as you leave the church during Dismissal.   

 Please continue to use Sign Up Genius to sign up for the 
weekend Masses. As more attend Mass in person, signing 
up will ensure your spot. Links are found on the parish 
website, on the parish app, and updates are regularly post-
ed on our parish Facebook page. If not done yet, please 
download the parish app to make signing up for Mass 
easier. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping the Staff Safe and Healthy 
We do appreciate you keeping in touch with your staff 

and for reaching out to us for help. Please continue to do so, 
observing protocols in place to ensure the safety and health of 
all, including yours. 

If you need to reach us, please communicate by email (see 
page 6 for our email addresses), or call (585) 924-7111 and 
leave a message. 

The requested staff will be responding to you as soon as 
possible.  

If transactions may be done by email and/or phone, we 
would complete them as such. Deliveries and pick up’s are 
done at the covered porch of the Parish Office. If you need 
to come in the Parish Office, we will inform you and we will 
provide you the necessary instructions. 

Thank you for your charity and patience.  

3. Observe social distancing at all times. Please stay 6 feet 
apart from anyone who does not belong to your house-
hold. Maintain social distancing during Holy Commun-
ion. 

4. Occupy the front pews first. This helps the usher mark 
the used pews for the disinfection process that follows 
immediately after Mass. If you require for yourself more 
than 6 feet of distancing from others, it is better that you 
stay at home during this time. Before leaving, put down 
your kneeler to help ushers know, during the disinfection 
process, which section of the pews were used. 

Thank you for your charity and patience.  

When Attending Mass in Church 
Please observe… 

1. Proper wearing of face 
mask or covering at all times, 
except for a brief period dur-
ing Holy Communion. Proper 
wearing for face mask means 
having both nose and mouth 
covered. 

2. Sanitize your hands before entering the church. Bring 
your own bottle for personal use. 

Drafting of the Parish Strategic Plan 
Year of the Sacraments 

     At the August meet-
ing of the Pastoral 
Council (August 12, 
Wednesday, 7 PM), we 
will be finalizing the 
parish strategic plan for 
the Year of the Sacra-

ments. We meet in the Parish Center, which is currently set-
up to observe social distancing.  

Ministry coordinators and parishioners are invited to the 
meeting. Attendees must wear face mask, sanitize hands, and 
observe social distancing. 

 

Outside 
section 

Inside  
section 

Main 
Aisle 

Inside  
section 

Outside 
section 

1-2 pp 3 or more pp  3 or more pp 1-2 pp 
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Ongoing Christian Formation 

because Jesus taught us his way of life 

Social Ministry & Outreach 

because Jesus called us to serve 

Stewardship 

because Jesus gave us gifts to share 

 Gift of Presence  
August 1-2: Sat 4:30: 59;  

Sun 8:30: 85 ; 10:30: 69 and 5:00: 63 
 

 Gift of Treasure  
August 1-2: $4,006.00 

             Budgeted, without EFT: 
$3,980.00  

 

We are grateful for your generosity! 

Formed.org 
1. It is easy and free! Go to Formed.org/register. 

2. Enter access code: 3KRJJK (capitalized). 

3. Enter your email and password (you need these to log in 
later). Enjoy and share the faith. 

 

  Featured Resource 
     How to Win an Argument 
Without Losing a Soul. 
Whether you're arguing with 
family members or Facebook 
friends, skeptical co-workers in 

the office or pushy proselytizers at your front door, it helps to 
have not only the facts but the skills for presenting your 
points forcefully and well. And just as important is your de-
meanor. For it's all too easy to beat someone over the head 
with flawless logic—and turn him off to the truths you're try-
ing to share. In How to Win an Argument Without Losing a 
Soul, Matt Fradd equips you with the powers of argumenta-
tion you need to be an effective debater and the right attitude 
for doing it with charity, humility, and patience. 

Food Items Needed 
Family Promise of Ontario Coun-
ty (FPOC) secured two apart-
ments to house families since con-
gregations during this time cannot 
host them. FPOC have been given 
an additional grant for a third 

apartment to help another family in need. We are asking for 
your help stock the new kitchens. Visit familypromiseontario-
county.org, and hover over ‘Get Involved,’ and click ‘Wish 
List’. Anything you could contribute would be greatly appreci-
ated. All items can be taken to Day Center, 185 North Main 
St., Canandaigua, or call  Joan Trost at 924-3092. 

Christian Formation Registration 
     Registration for Christian Formation 
& Sacrament Preparation is now open!  
Options have changed!  Please review 
and register online! 

       Pride and Prejudice 
     Jane Austen is arguably the finest fe-
male novelist who ever lived, and Pride 
and Prejudice is perhaps the finest, at least 
certainly the most popular, of her novels. 
An undoubted classic of world literature, 

its profound Christian morality is all too often 
missed or willfully overlooked by today's 
(post) modern critics. Yet Austen saw the fol-
lies and foibles of human nature, and the fric-
tions and fidelities of family life, with an inci-
sive eye that penetrates to the very heart of 
the human condition. This edition of Austen's 
masterpiece includes an introduction by Pro-
fessor Christopher Blum and several insightful 
critical essays by leading Austen scholars. The Ignatius Critical 
Editions represents a tradition-oriented alternative to popular 
textbook series such as the Norton Critical Editions or Ox-
ford World Classics, and are designed to concentrate on tradi-
tional readings of the classics of world literature. Whereas 
many modern critical editions have succumbed to the fads of 
modernism and post-modernism, this series will concentrate 
on tradition-oriented criticism of these great works. Edited by 
acclaimed literary biographer, Joseph Pearce, the Ignatius 
Critical Editions will ensure that traditional moral readings of 
the works are given prominence. 

Did you Know? 
    Catholics believe that during the Eucha-
rist (or Mass, Holy Communion), the bread 
and wine literally become the Body and 
Blood of Christ through transubstantiation. 

The Eucharist is the living encounter between humanity 
and God, and between God and his people.  

 

Unlike some American Protestant or evangelical religions, 
the Catholic Church does not reject the theory of evolution.  

CPR Training 
To register for training, contact 
Donna DeJoode at (585) 924-
2800 by August 20. 4-hr class. August 25-12:30p 

School Supplies Needed 
     Our parish Social Ministry once 
again holds our annual collection of 
school supplies - backpacks, note-
books, pens, crayons, etc, to benefit 
area students. 

Kindly bring the school items by the weekend of August 
22-23. Drop off items in collection bins found at the church 
entrances. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

https://www.factretriever.com/god-facts
https://www.factretriever.com/evolution-facts
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Our Parish Ministries: Serving God and Neighbor 
Call. Ask. Discern. Serve like Jesus. 

I. Liturgy and Sacramental Life 
Altar Linen 
Altar Servers 
Baptism Preparation Team 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Church Cleaners 
Communion Ministers (EMHC) 
First Responders at Masses 
Funeral Liturgy Team 
Lectors 
Liturgy Committee 
Marriage Preparation Team 
Music Ministry (choirs, cantors) 
Sacristans 
Ushers & Greeters 
Visitation Ministry 
 

II. Membership and Parish Life 
Coffee Hour Team 
Funeral Brunch Team 
Knights of Columbus 
Membership Team 
Parish Life Committee 
Women’s Group 
 

III. Ongoing Faith Formation 
Adult Faith Formation Group 
Bible Study 
Catechists & Aides 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Confirmation Coordinator 
Faith Formation Advisory Board 
Parish Christ Life Team 
Preschool 
RCIA Team 
Youth Ministry 
 

IV. Social Ministry and Outreach 
Assisi Ministry 
Community Dinner 
Giving Garden 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Prison Ministry 
Social Ministry Committee 
Family Promise of Ontario County 
 

V. Stewardship 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Cemetery Board 
CASE Review Board 
Finance Council 
Parish Bakers 
Parish Gardens 
Parish Magazine 
Parish Office Volunteers 
Pastoral Council 
Money Counters 
Stewardship Committee 

 
Sue Stehling / 924-3409 

Pat Bolger / 924-9351  
Judy & James Miller / 924-8158 

Lynn Foley / 259-3823 
Lei Dalupang / 224-6091 
Liz  Gartland / 329-3168 

Coordinator Needed 
Jackie Lafferty / 924-3898 

Thom & Margie Rafferty / 734-2818 
Coordinator Needed 

Gayle & Brian Reh / 924-4804  
 Carl Galland / 924-7111 

Ena Gill / 733-6650  
Sante DiCarlo / 742-3118 
Helen Barnes / 298-2247 

 

  
Patty Weigert / 924-7393  
Kelly Mason / 924-3532 

Wayne Brotsch / 924-3855  
Ken Reasoner / 924-2029 

Coordinator Needed 
Judy Klein / 924-7022  

 

 
Sam & Tina Condo / 678-4472 

Anne Leitner / 742-3417 
Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 

Carolyn Robinson/ 924-2800 
Elizabeth Johnston/ 924-2800 

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Sam Condo / 678-4472  

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Deacon John Payne / 924-7111  

Elizabeth Johnston / 924-2800   
 

 
Marcie Hamilton / 924-1528 
Jean Acquilano / 645-7998  

Dan & Karen Lynch / 314-5098 
Mary E 742-2949/Mary S 924-7724 

Helen Barnes / 298-2247  
Joan Muto / 924-2501 
Joan Trost / 924-3092 

 

 
Joan Oliphant /  742-3452   

John Butler / 924-7111 
Cathy Fafone / 924-7111 

Richard VanKuren/ 742-2317  
Coordinator Needed 

Becky Fountain / 281-8004  
Father Edison / 924-7111 

Ev DeVelder / 924-2903 
Thomas Kolb / 662-7126  

Marge Gawronski / 398-7802 
Dave Keebler / 208-6923  

2020-21 Parish Budget Highlights 
Budgeted Total Revenue: $ 817,350  

The Collection Revenue of $ 554,500 represents a decline 
of 11% from 2019-20 levels due to an anticipated decline of 
45% in Plate Collection with anticipated lower Mass attend-
ance because of the COVID-19 and current state restrictions 
in place. The Regular Envelope collections is budgeted for a 
5% decline and electronic fund transfer (EFT) donations are 
projected to remain constant at 2019-20 levels. The Preschool 
Tuition is projected to remain at 2019-20 levels with opening 
plans being developed to adhere to Center for Disease Con-
trol (CDC) and New York State guidelines.   

Budgeted Total Expenses: $ 825,066 
The total expenses are budgeted to remain constant at 

2019-20 levels and include a projected Catholic Ministries Ap-
peal (CMA) deficit of $31,000 (same as 2019-20 deficit) and 
many variable expenses that will not be used unless we are in 
a positive financial position. 

Projected Deficit: $ 7,716 

Comments:  
The Finance Council has developed a conservative budget 

this year based on our concerns that the COVID-19 pandem-
ic will continue to have a negative effect on Sunday Mass at-
tendance throughout the church year. Although a small deficit 
is projected, our parish has a good system in place, consistent-
ly used in the previous years, to continue monitoring variable 
expenses on a monthly basis and adjustments can be made, as 
and when needed.  

Through the strong support of our parishioners through 
the mailing in of their Sunday envelopes, EFT donations, and 
other online donations, along with our highly successful Pen-
tecost Campaign, our parish was only 4% under our budgeted 
Sunday Collection for the year 2019-20.  

So, with everyone’s continued support and prayers, we are 
hoping and praying for similar financial status this new and 
current parish fiscal year.      

We are grateful 

 To parishioners who partici-
pated in the survey on the sacra-
ments. 

 To parish ministry coordina-
tors who have helped in creating 
the draft of the 2020-21 Parish 
Strategic Plan. 

 To parishioners who writing the articles for the Septem-
ber Issue of our parish magazine: the Robinson’s, the 
Elizabeth Johnston, the Ahern’s, the Nugent’s, the 
Avery’s, the Reh’s, Deacon John, Donna DeJoode, and 
Rich O’Donnell. 

Holy Smoke! 
     Last Monday, after the Funeral Mass in the morning, we 
noted smoke coming from the console of the church organ. 
Parsons, Inc came to take a look at organ. For now, we will 
have the transformer replaced. Long-term, we need to explore 
updating or replacing the unit. 



 

 

Parish Office & Preschool Information 
 

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM  
(lunch time: 12:30 PM - 1 PM) 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   

Parish Office Phone: (585) 924-7111 
Parish Office Fax: (585) 742-3296 

Faith Formation & Preschool: (585) 924-2800 

Stay Connected 

 Parish Website: www.stpatricksvictor.org 

 Parish Facebook Pages:  
                  St. Patrick’s Church /  
                  Saint Patrick’s Victor Youth Ministry 

 Parish Youtube Channel:  
                  St Patricks of Victor NY 

 Parish App: Text ‘App’ to 88202 

Our Parish Staff 
Father Edison Tayag, Pastor                                                fr.edison.tayag@dor.org 

Deacon John Payne, Deacon                                                    john.payne@dor.org  
John Butler                                                                                                                           john.butler@dor.org 
Cemetery Manager 
Cathy Fafone                                                                          catherine.fafone@dor.org 

Parish Secretary 
Dr. Carl Galland                                                 carl.galland@dor.org                                     
Director of Sacred Music 
Donna DeJoode                                        donna.dejoode@dor.org 

Director of Christian Formation and Preschool        

Elizabeth Johnston                              elizabeth.johnston@dor.org 

Youth Ministry/Confirmation Coordinator                              
Nancy Kolb                                                                                                                                    nancy.kolb@dor.org 
Christian Formation & Preschool Secretary 
Benny Malijan                                         benny.malijan@dor.org  

Housekeeping 
Rich O’Donnell                                                                                    richard.odonnell@dor.org 
Finance Director 
Wayne Sweet                                                                                             wayne.sweet@dor.org 
Building Maintenance 

Keep your parish staff in your daily prayers. 

Let there be light… 
 

Fear, Faith in Creation, or Faith in the Creator 

 

At the mountain of God, Horeb, 
Elijah came to a cave where he took shelter.  
Then the LORD said to him, 
“Go outside and stand on the mountain before the LORD; 
the LORD will be passing by.”  
A strong and heavy wind was rending the mountains 
and crushing rocks before the LORD— 
but the LORD was not in the wind.  
After the wind there was an earthquake— 
but the LORD was not in the earthquake.  
After the earthquake there was fire— 
but the LORD was not in the fire.  
After the fire there was a tiny whispering sound.  
When he heard this, 
Elijah hid his face in his cloak 
and went and stood at the entrance of the cave.                                                                                   
                                               - 1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a   

In the Scriptures, mountains are special places where God 
revealed Himself. In the Old Testament, Horeb (Sinai) is the 
privileged place where the Israelites in their wandering in the 
desert made their covenant with God (Deut 5:2). 

Now, with the prophet Elijah, we find ourselves returning 
to this holy mountain. And God would be passing by. Alt-
hough God had previously manifested His great power in the 
wind, during the crossing of the Red Sea (Exo 10:13ff), this 
time God was not in the wind. This time, at Horeb, God 
could have manifested Himself anew in the earthquake, but 
God is not in the earthquake. And although God had previ-
ously manifested His great presence in the fire (Deut 4:15), 
during the giving of the Ten Commandments, this time God 
was not in the fire. Elijah rightly discerned when, this time, 
God chose to manifest Himself in the tiny whispering sound.  

God as Creator cannot by synonymous with His creation, 
however grand the whole or any aspect of creation is. God 
has chosen to make His presence in the majesty of the wind, 
the earthquake, and the fire. God can choose too to be pre-
sent in the humble character of a whisper. As God can be 
present in the mountain, God can also be present in the mus-
tard seed. 

Enter Jesus, in this account of him walking on the Sea of 
Galilee. Once more, we hear of a mountain and of wind that 
tossed the waters. 

During the fourth watch of the night, 
he came toward them walking on the sea.  
When the disciples saw him walking on the sea they were terrified.  
“It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear.  
At once Jesus spoke to them,  
“Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”  
Peter said to him in reply, 
“Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.”  
He said, “Come.”                                                                                                   
                                                                                                              - Matthew 14:25-29a 
That Jesus walked on the turbulent waters was a clear 

manifestation of his superiority over nature. Again, God is 
not synonymous with His creation. That his disciples thought 
Jesus was ghost was a clear indication of the supra-human 

feat that is involved in walking on water. 
On this occasion, Jesus invited Peter to join him and walk 

on water. Was Peter successful? Only as long as he was fo-
cused on Jesus, on account of his faith. For from the time his 
attention was shifted to the waves, and his faith was replaced 
by fear, and Peter began to sink in the water. 

Would you rather live your life in faith or in fear? If you 
choose to live your life in faith, in what or in whom do you 
place your faith? Can that thing or that person ultimately save 
you? Does it make sense to place one’s faith in created things 
or created beings rather than in the Creator, in God? 

And for those who live without faith, could they be living 
in fear consciously or in fear unknowingly? Indeed, it can be 
fearsome to know one’s potential, e.g. Peter could see himself 
walking on water. It can equally fearsome to know that one 
cannot fully achieve his/her potential without proper help, 
e.g. Peter sinking in the water).  

You and I can walk on water, but only alongside Jesus. 
God is not synonymous with His creation. With our eyes on 
the Creator, may we see creation as a stepping stone, not a 
stumbling block, to reach our faith-fullest potential.      

                                         - Father Edison 

mailto:Benny.Malijan@dor.org

