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Authentic faith, Welcoming and Engaging 

+  +  +  Be holier today than yesterday. The only and truly sad thing in life is not to become a saint.  +  +  + 

Catholic Church 

 March 6-7, 2021     Third Sunday of Lent 

Think of Sacraments. 
Think of Divine Life.  

 

Sacrament of Baptism. 
The sacrament through 
which God, in Jesus Christ, 
makes us His sons and 
daughters. To prepare for 

reception, call Father Edison @ 924-7111. 
Sacrament of the Eucharist. The sacrament through which 
God, like a responsible parent, feeds us, with food from heav-
en: His Word, and the Body and Blood of Jesus.  

• Weekend Masses: Saturday at 4:30 PM, Sunday at 8:30, 
10:30 AM and 5 PM. Onsite and livestreaming on 
YouTube: Saint Patrick’s Victor.  

• Weekday Masses: Monday-Wednesday, Friday at 8:30 
AM. Onsite and live on YouTube: Saint Patrick’s Victor.  

• For First Holy Communion, call Donna DeJoode at 924-
2800 for more info. 

• Family members may bring Holy Communion to other 
family members who are sick and homebound.  

Sacrament of Confirmation. The sacrament through which 
God by the gift of the Holy Spirit strengthens us to give faith-
ful witness to our Catholic Faith. To prepare for reception, 
call Elizabeth Johnston @ 924-2800. 

• Children, older than 7 y/o, and adults who needs to be 
baptized, receive Communion and/or be Confirmed, call 
Deacon John @ 924-7111.    

Sacrament of Reconciliation. The sacrament through which 
God’s mercy and love, justice and truth heals the wound of 
human sin. Generally offered an hour before each Mass. Please give 
the priest fifteen minutes before Mass to prepare for Mass. 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  The sacrament 
through which Jesus continues to heal the sick among us. 
Anointing is offered at each Mass on the first weekend of the 
month. Or call Fr. Edison @ 924-7111 to schedule an anoint-
ing.  
Sacrament of Marriage. The sacrament through which God 
calls a man and woman to become visible signs of His Love. 
Call Fr. Edison or Deacon John @ 924-7111 for more info. 
Sacrament of Holy Orders. The sacrament through which 
the mission Jesus entrusted to the apostles is continued in the 
Church. To learn more about vocations to the ordained min-
istry, please call Fr. Edison or Deacon John @ 924-7111. 

Never miss an opportunity to celebrate a sacrament.   

Year of the Sacraments 
Christ, Catechesis, Celebration 

 

XXVII. I Was Sick, and You Visited Me. 
 

Catechism 1499: “By the sacred anointing of the sick and the 
prayer of the priests the whole Church commends those who are ill to the 
suffering and glorified Lord, that he may raise them up and save them. 
And indeed she exhorts them to contribute to the good of the People of 
God by freely uniting themselves to the Passion and death of Christ.”  

As we turn our attention to the Sacrament of the Anoint-
ing of the Sick, the faith of the Church, expressed in the Cate-
chism guides our reflection. 

From this first paragraph dedicated on the sacrament, it is 
clear that the Church acknowledges the gravity of human ill-
ness. The sick are not abandoned to themselves. Jesus attend-
ing to the sick during his public ministry is the image of the 
God who has come to accompany those who are weighed 
down by illness. Illness has its way of reminding us of the fra-
gility of human life and the reality of death. Jesus, the divine 
physician has come. Thus the sick can say to God, “I was sick, 
and you visited me.” 

More, Jesus bore our infirmities. And so doing, he made 
our suffering meaningful and redemptive. In him, we can of-
fer our sufferings up for ourselves and for others. 

Catechism 1509: “Heal the sick!” The Church has received this 
charge from the Lord and strives to carry it out by taking care of the sick 
as well as by accompanying them with her prayer of intercession. She 
believes in the life-giving presence of Christ, the physician of souls and 
bodies. This presence is particularly active through the sacraments, and in 
an altogether special way through the Eucharist, the bread that gives 
eternal life and that St. Paul suggests is connected with bodily health.  

 God’s preferential option for the sick merited us a sacra-
ment and a mandate to care for them. This care, first and 
foremost, is about praying for the sick. Prayer recognizes that 
the human person is not just a physical entity in need of phys-
ical healing, but as soul and body in need of a special physi-
cian, that of our Creator and Redeemer. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that the Eucharist is seen as 
a unique medicine, because it offers both spiritual and physi-
cal healing, because it is Christ himself. 

In the age of science and technology, we may rely more 
and more on medicine to provide us physical healing. The 
Church is not against this, of course. But as a people of faith, 
may we rely most on God who can do more, made evident 
when medicine fails or when medicine has nothing to offer.   



HOLY MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
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Daily 3 PM Prayer Intentions 
    Please include any of these inten-
tions at your daily 3 PM prayer: 

• That I may be attentive to those 
who are ill, by lifting them up in 
my prayers and reminding them of 
the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick, 

• For government policies that respect the dignity of hu-
man sexuality, the marriage between man and woman, the 
family, and the well-being of children,  

• For good catechesis among the faithful, a return to the 
Scriptures and the Catechism of the Church, 

• For souls in purgatory. 
Let us be known by our praying for each other. 

Liturgy & Sacramental Life 
because Jesus taught us to pray 

Saturday        Mar 6 

4:30pm - John Geiser by Mark and Perri Geiser 

Sunday          Mar 7 -  Third Sunday of Lent 

8:30am - Ken and Ann Weigert 

10:30am - Maria 

5pm - William Kuchera by Gary and Margie Wood 

Monday         Mar 8  

8:30am - Charles Arena by Marc Arena 

Tuesday         Mar 9   

8:30am - Matthew Leonard  y Helen Barnes 

Wednesday   Mar 10  

8:30am - John Burkovich by Mark Arena 

Thursday       Mar 11  

8:30am - No Mass 
Friday            Mar 12   

8:30am - Kadip Sen by Marc Arena 

Saturday        Mar 13 

4:30pm - 
Deceased members of the Burns Family 

 by Carol and George Norman 

Sunday          Mar 14 -  Fourth Sunday of Lent 

8:30am - Gail Kolb by Kolb and Warren Famlies 

10:30am - Call the Parish Office for you Mass intention 

5pm - Call the Parish Office for you Mass intention 

For Mass intentions, please  
email catherine.fafone@dor.org 

Liturgical Ministers for the Weekend of March 13 – 14 

Ministry Saturday 4:30 PM Sunday 8:30 AM Sunday 10:30 AM Sunday 5:00 PM 

Sacristan (1) Teresa Sheffer Ken Reasoner Teresita Pasion Fransia Aguila 

Lector (1-2) Betty Przepiora Thom Rafferty Rachel Eilertsen  

Communion Minister (1) Bob Muto Tom Gormel Marge Jacobs  

Ushers (2) 
 

Pat Bolger, 
Bob Pirrello 

Bob Kolb,   
Mark Weigert 

David O’Hare, Joe LeMark 
Adline Nwugwo 

Phim Dalupang,  
Jack Miller 

Cantor (1) Joan Morrissey, JoAnne Caputo, 
Maureen Bolger 

Darlene Butler, Amy Kotlarz, 
Nerina Bellinger,  

 

Childrens Choir,   
Elizabeth Johnston 

 Eva Moore, Lula Dalupang, 
Rob & Ruby Sokolowski,  

Note: Ushers/Greeters, we appreciate you helping parishioners to their pews during this time. 
If interested in serving as liturgical minister during the weekend Masses, please give the coordinators a call. See page 5 for contact info.  

Catechism 101  

• Which are the two purpos-
es of the Anointing of the Sick? 
(CCC 1499) The two purposes of 
the Anointing of the Sick are: 
(1) commendation of the ill to 

Christ that He may raise them up and save them, and  
(2) the exhortation that they may unite themselves with 
Him. 

• Where in Isaiah does the Anointing of the Sick 
have its foundations? (CCC 1502) In Isaiah the Anoint-
ing of the Sick has its foundations when the prophet an-
nounces that God will usher in a time for Zion when He 
will pardon every offence and heal every illness (Is 33). 

• What do Christ’s healings signify? (CCC 1505) 
Christ’s healings signify the coming of the Kingdom of 
God that heals sin and death.   

• What is the New Testament locus classicus for the 
Anointing of the Sick? (CCC 1510) The New Testa-
ment locus classicus for the Anointing of the Sick is 
Jas 5:14-15: “Is any among you sick? Let him call for the priests 
of the Church and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith will save the sick man 
and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed sins, he 
will be forgiven.”  

Parish Lenten Retreat 
Topic: 24 Hours of the Passion of Christ 
Retreat Master: Fr. Thomas Celso, BDV 

March 14, Sunday, 7 PM: Retreat  
March 15-16, Monday-Tuesday  

6:30 PM: Daily Mass, 7 PM: Retreat 
For in-person participation, use Sign-Up Genius. 

Virtual participation may be made through live-stream  
on our YouTube Channel. 

Sacrament of Penance is available during the retreat.  
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Membership & Parish Life 
because Jesus called a community 

Did you know that since COVID started, 

• We resumed public celebration of the Mass in the parish, 
with the initial 10 persons, on Pentecost Sunday, the 
weekend of May 30-31? 

• 8137 is the cumulative head count at the weekend Masses 
(taking head count resumed last September 6)? 

• 12 Baptisms have been celebrated at weekend Masses? 

• 10 Funeral Mass have been celebrated in church? 

• The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation has been 
consistently celebrated an hour before Mass, in the Fami-
ly Room? 

Saint Patrick’s Cookbook 
    Have you been preparing more 
meals at home these days, and want to 
try some new “family heirloom” reci-
pes? The parish will be compiling a 
parish cookbook using your favorite 

recipes! If a fun or nostalgic family story pertaining to the 
recipe comes to mind, please share that as well. 

You are welcome to contribute by either dropping the 
recipe off at the Parish Office, emailing Cathy Fafone at cath-
erine.fafone@dor.org , or by going to the following website: 
Fundcraft.com and using the Wed ID: 926-20FT.  

If you are using the website to submit, feel free to use the 
“notes” section of the recipe to add a family story.  

Monthly Rosary with the 
Knights of Columbus  

     Join the knights in praying 
the Holy Rosary of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary on the 4th Sunday 
of each month, after the 8:30 
AM Mass. Save the date this 

month: March 28. The intention for February is to ask 
Blessed Virgin Mary to guide our local, state and federal lead-
ers that decisions be made for the common good and not for 
political gain.  

Lenten Desert Days 
     This Lent we invite you to 
take time out of everyday life 
and spend some time review-
ing your relationship with 
God. This past year has been 
challenging. What better way 
to put life in perspective than 
to seek God’s guidance 

through reading, reflecting, and praying. We will provide ma-
terial or you may bring your own.  

The day is yours to spend alone with God. We are offer-
ing six dates to make a retreat. Space is limited, so registration 
is required. In order to address social distancing requirements 
and needs, at this time we are limiting attendance on each date 
to fifteen (15) people.  

For specifics on dates, retreat format, cost and how to 
register, please visit: www.notredameretreat.org Other inquir-
ies, please contact us at (585) 394-5700 or ndre-
treat@rochester.rr.com  

Year of the Sacraments 
July 2020-June 2021 

  

March: Anointing of the Sick 
March 6-7: Temple of the Body 

March 13-14: Brought to Life in Christ 
March 20-21: Lazarus, Come Out! 

• April: Holy Orders  

• May: Matrimony  
 

The sacraments teach us how to live; 
the martyrs teach us how to die. 

We’re glad you’re here with us! 
     We warmly welcome a new members 

to our parish:  
Todd, Christine, Maxwell,  

Myles and Emmy  Bialaszewski 
We are glad you are here with us.  

 Your presence is a blessing to us. 

For timely updates, visit our Facebook 
page: St. Patrick’s Church 

Lenten Living 

 Praying. Set your time for daily prayer on your phone. 
Read and reflect on the Scriptures, e.g. Gospel reading for 
the day. 

 Fasting. Let go of things that keep you from God. Learn 
more about Christian living: read the Catechism as it pro-
vides a blueprint of the Kingdom of God. 

 Almsgiving. The money you save from fasting, give to the 
poor. Place a rice bowl on your altar at home. Before you 
pray, place your loose change in it.  

Praying the Mass, Singing the Mass  
     You are invited to this 
presentation and workshop on 
sacred music and the liturgy - 
their interlaced reality and how 
singing the Mass is praying the 
Mass.  
     The presentation and work-
shop will be given by David 

Fiorito, former Music Director at St. Mary’s Church in Ontar-
io, on Monday, March 22, from 7 to 8:15 PM in St. Patrick's 
Church.  

Do sign-up for the event using Sign-Up Genius, starting 
March 8, Monday, or you may participate online through  
YouTube livestream. 
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Ongoing Christian Formation 
because Jesus taught us his way of life 

Social Ministry & Outreach 
because Jesus called us to serve 

Formed.org 
1. It is easy and free! Go to Formed.org/register. 

2. Enter access code: 3KRJJK (capitalized). 

3. Enter your email and password (you need these to log in 
later). Enjoy and share the faith. 

 

  Featured Resource 

Sacraments in Scripture. This book delves into 

the biblical origin for each of these masterpieces 
of God's love. Dr. Tim Gray guides readers 
through the Gospels, showing Christ's deliberate 
acts to inaugurate these sacred signs as the foun-
dation of the New Covenant.  

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word vide-
os are now available on our YouTube 
Channel and Facebook page.  Please 
see the resources/printouts listed in 
the description box of the videos. 

Anointing of the Sick 
Anointing can take place in a person’s 
home, a hospital, or in a church.  It can be 
celebrated by an individual or a group. It is 
best celebrated when it includes the Eucharist and after the 
person has gone to Confession.  The celebration is based in 
the elements found in the letter of St. James. 

Saint for the Month of March - 
     St. Bernadette Soubirous During her life, 
Bernadette suffered much. She was hounded 
by the public as well as by civic officials until 
at last she was protected in a convent of nuns. 
Five years later, she petitioned to enter the 
Sisters of Notre Dame of Nevers. After a peri-
od of illness she was able to make the journey 
from Lourdes and enter the novitiate. But 
within four months of her arrival she was giv-
en the last rites of the Church and allowed to profess her 
vows. She recovered enough to become infirmarian and then 
sacristan, but chronic health problems persisted. She died on 
April 16, 1879, at the age of 35.Bernadette Soubirous was can-
onized in 1933. Millions of people have come to the spring 
Bernadette uncovered for healing of body and spirit, but she 
found no relief from ill health there. Bernadette moved 
through life, guided only by blind faith in things she did not 
understand—as we all must do from time to time.  

Happenings This Week 

 Parent-led Catechesis:  Sun 3/7,   3:00p 

 Confirmation Year 2: Sun 3/7, 11:45a-1:00p  
                                                                                                                   & Tues 3/9,  6:30p-7:45p 
                                         Sun 3/14, 11:45a -1:00p 

 LifeTeen: Sun 3/7, 5p Mass & 6p Zoom 

 Parish Mission  3/14-3/16 

 Beginning Confirmation: Sun 3/21 12:30p 

Youth-led Stations of the Cross 
St. Patrick’s Youth invite all the parish 

community to join them livestream via 
YouTube for a Youth-led Stations of the 
Cross on March 26, Friday, at 7 PM.  

The youth from both EDGE and LifeTeen will lead the 
reflections and sing meditation songs for a prayerful prelude 
to the holiest of weeks.  

Adult Formation Resource 
    Rich in Years: Finding Peace and Pur-
pose in a Long Life.  Johann Christoph 
Arnold, whose books have helped over a mil-
lion readers through life’s challenges, wants 
us to rediscover the spiritual riches that ages 
has to offer.  In his seventies at this writing, 
Arnold found himself personally facing the 

trials that come with aging.  But he knows, from decades of 
pastoral experience, what older people and their caregivers 
can do to make the most of the journey.  In this compact yet 
compelling book, Arnold brings the reader a wealth of per-
sonal stories about growing older.  His hope-filled insights 
encourage those rich in years to also remain rich in faith. 

March 14-16  
Sun-Tue, in Church.   

Please reserve your spot using Sign
-Up Genius. Bring your family! 

Lenten Rice Bowls 
Our faith community joins with more than 12,000 Catho-

lic parishes, schools, and campuses across the United States in 
a life-changing Lenten journey with Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS) Rice Bowl.  

During the 40 days of Lent, we will reflect on how hunger 
and malnutrition affect our human family and our call to take 
action to end this global injustice.  Jesus told us that whatever 
we do for one of these least brothers or sisters of his, we do 
for him.    

Please pick up a cardboard rice bowl/daily Lenten calen-
dar when you come to church.  Or, if you are unable to go to 
church, place an empty bowl on your table instead and call the 
parish office to ask that a Lenten calendar be mailed to 
you. Visit crsricebowl.org to learn more. 

crsricebowl.org
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Our Parish Ministries: Serving God and Neighbor 
Call. Ask. Discern. Serve like Jesus. 

I. Liturgy and Sacramental Life 
Altar Linen 
Altar Servers 
Baptism Preparation Team 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Church Cleaners 
Communion Ministers (EMHC) 
Funeral Liturgy Team 
Lectors 
Liturgy Committee 
Marriage Preparation Team 
Music Ministry (choirs, cantors) 
Sacristans 
Ushers & Greeters 
Visitation Ministry 
 

II. Membership and Parish Life 
Coffee Hour Team 
Funeral Brunch Team 
Knights of Columbus 
Membership Team 
Parish Life Committee 
Women’s Group 
 

III. Ongoing Faith Formation 
Adult Faith Formation Group 
Bible Study 
Catechists & Aides 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Confirmation Coordinator 
Faith Formation Advisory Board 
Parish Christ Life Team 
Preschool 
RCIA Team 
Youth Ministry 
 

IV. Social Ministry and Outreach 
Assisi Ministry 
Community Dinner 
Giving Garden 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Prison Ministry 
Social Ministry Committee 
Family Promise of Ontario County 
 

V. Stewardship 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Cemetery Board 
CASE Review Board 
Finance Council 
Parish Gardens 
Parish Magazine 
Parish Office Volunteers 
Pastoral Council 
Money Counters 
Stewardship Committee 

 
Sue Stehling / 924-3409 

Pat Bolger / 924-9351  
Judy & James Miller / 924-8158 

Lynn Foley / 259-3823 
Lei Dalupang / 224-6091 
Liz  Gartland / 329-3168 

Coordinator Needed 
Thom & Margie Rafferty / 734-2818 

Nerina Bellinger / 742-8023   
Gayle & Brian Reh / 924-4804  

 Carl Galland / 924-7111 
Ena Gill / 733-6650  

Sante DiCarlo / 742-3118 
Helen Barnes / 298-2247 

 

  
Patty Weigert / 924-7393  
Kelly Mason / 924-3532 

Wayne Brotsch / 924-3855  
Coordinator Needed 
Coordinator Needed 

Judy Klein / 924-7022  
 

 
Sam & Tina Condo / 678-4472 

Anne Leitner / 742-3417 
Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 

Carolyn Robinson/ 924-2800 
Elizabeth Johnston/ 924-2800 

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Sam Condo / 678-4472  

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Deacon John Payne / 924-7111  

Elizabeth Johnston / 924-2800   
 

 
Marcie Hamilton / 924-1528 
Jean Acquilano / 645-7998  

Dan & Karen Lynch / 314-5098 
Mary E 742-2949/Mary S 924-7724 

Helen Barnes / 298-2247  
Joan Muto / 924-2501 
Joan Trost / 924-3092 

 

 
Joan Oliphant /  742-3452   

John Butler / 924-7111 
Cathy Fafone / 924-7111 

Richard VanKuren/ 742-2317  
Becky Fountain / 281-8004  

Father Edison / 924-7111 
Ev DeVelder / 924-2903 

Thomas Kolb / 662-7126  
Marge Gawronski / 398-7802 

Dave Keebler / 208-6923  

Your Gift of Presence  
February 27-28   

Sat 4:30: 68(49% of capacity) 
Sun 8:30: 116 (83% of capacity) 
Sun 10:30: 58 (41% of capacity) 
Sun 5:00: 78 (56% of capacity) 

 

Your Gift of Treasure  
February 27-28: $3,864.10 

       Budgeted, without EFT: $3,980.00  
 

Thank you for generosity. 

Stewardship 
because Jesus gave us gifts to share 

2020-21 CMA Update 
As of March 2, 

 we are just $ 28K close 
to our goal! 

We need the help from new  
donors to make our goal.  

To make your donation online, 
visit stpatricksvictor.org. 

Saint Patrick’s Cemetery Update 
 For the safety of motorists and pedestrians, the cemetery  

remains closed for construction work.  
Stay tuned for updates. Thank you for your understanding.  

Looking for second collection envelopes?  
Please find them at the entrance tables  
a week before the collection weekend. 

We Need Your Help 
Sound Mixing and Balancing 

Do you have a good ear for sounds? Do you like working 
with technology? Consider helping us with sound mixing and 
balancing at the Sunday Masses. See or call Carl Galland, our 
music director. 

2021 Building Project  
Towards the end of 2020, we have asked your thoughts 

about what of our projects to tackle this year. Thanks for the 
input from the Pastoral Council and other parishioners.  

We will be prioritizing the work on the exterior of the 
church. The cracks on the exterior wall of the church are get-
ting worse each winter and we will not be able to address inte-
rior wall issues until we fix these cracks. 

For this project, we will be utilizing our Building Fund, 
surplus from the previous budget, and some of our stable pat-
rimony. We have an allotted Building Fund to which parish-
ioners can make a donation anytime of the year. Call Rich 
O’Donnell for more information. 

In Gratitude 
• Thanks to Nerina Bellinger, Hel-
en Barnes and Betty Przepiora for 
leading the Stations of the Cross these 
past Fridays, after the Morning Mass.  



 

 

Parish Office & Preschool Information 
 

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM  
(lunch time: 12:30 PM - 1 PM) 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   

Parish Office Phone: (585) 924-7111 
Parish Office Fax: (585) 742-3296 

Faith Formation & Preschool: (585) 924-2800 

Stay Connected 

• Parish Website: www.stpatricksvictor.org 

• Parish Facebook Pages:  
                  St. Patrick’s Church /  
                  Saint Patrick’s Victor Youth Ministry 

• Parish Youtube Channel:  
                  St Patricks of Victor NY 

• Parish App: Text ‘App’ to 88202 

Our Parish Staff 
Father Edison Tayag, Pastor                                                fr.edison.tayag@dor.org 

Deacon John Payne, Deacon                                                    john.payne@dor.org  
John Butler                                                                                                                           john.butler@dor.org 
Cemetery Manager 
Cathy Fafone                                                                          catherine.fafone@dor.org 

Parish Secretary 
Dr. Carl Galland                                                 carl.galland@dor.org                                     
Director of Sacred Music 
Donna DeJoode                                        donna.dejoode@dor.org 

Director of Christian Formation and Preschool        

Elizabeth Johnston                              elizabeth.johnston@dor.org 

Youth Ministry/Confirmation Coordinator                              
Nancy Kolb                                                                                                                                    nancy.kolb@dor.org 
Christian Formation & Preschool Secretary 
Benny Malijan                                         benny.malijan@dor.org  

Housekeeping 
Rich O’Donnell                                                                                    richard.odonnell@dor.org 
Finance Director 
Wayne Sweet                                                                                             wayne.sweet@dor.org 
Building Maintenance 

Keep your parish staff in your daily prayers. 

Let there be light… 
 

Free for God. Free for Life. 
 

In those days, God delivered all these commandments: 
“I, the LORD, am your God,  
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that place of slavery. 
You shall not have other gods besides me. 
You shall not carve idols for yourselves  
in the shape of anything in the sky above  
or on the earth below or in the waters beneath the earth;  
you shall not bow down before them or worship them. 
For I, the LORD, your God, am a jealous God,  
inflicting punishment for their fathers’ wickedness  
on the children of those who hate me,  
down to the third and fourth generation;  
but bestowing mercy down to the thousandth generation  
on the children of those who love me and keep my commandments.         
                                                                                                                           - Exodus 20:1-6 
Once God had freed the Israelites from the slavery of the 

Egyptians, He offered them a covenant: God invited the Isra-
elites that they become His People, and for their part, the Is-
raelites must accept Him as their God.  

We must note the following important points concerning 
the covenant-making: (i) first, God freed the Israelites from 
slavery, (ii) second, God enabled the Israelites to use such 
freedom to enter into covenant with Him, and (iii) third, 
God’s understanding and attitude towards freedom helped the 
Israelites to further trust in God and eventually enter a cove-
nant with Him. 

In the First Commandment, God made the Israelites re-
member that He was the God who freed them from slavery. 
No other god set them free. Because there is just One God, 
there is no need to make other gods. For whatever god is 
made by human hands is a god made by man. And because 
they were man-made, there is no need to worship them. Here, 
the folly of idolatry is not just about slavery from others who 
think of themselves as gods over us but also about slavery 
from ourselves when we make gods out of the works of our 
own hands and let these self-made gods lord over us! 

The Uniqueness of God has an important implication on 
how understand ourselves. Should we truly accept that God is 
One and God is our Creator, we would better understand and 
better live as unique beings, created in the divine image, after 
divine likeness.  

“Take these out of here,  
and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.” 
His disciples recalled the words of Scripture,  
Zeal for your house will consume me. 
At this the Jews answered and said to him, 
“What sign can you show us for doing this?” 
Jesus answered and said to them,  
“Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.”  
The Jews said,  
“This temple has been under construction for forty -six years,  
and you will raise it up in three days?” 
But he was speaking about the temple of his body.                                                     
                                                                                 - John 2:16-21 
Jesus is the perfect image of the God the Father. Through 

him, we learn that what belongs to the Father must truly be-

long to the Father. Thus, he cleansed the Jerusalem Temple to 
restore it as a House of Prayer. And he allowed himself to be 
destroyed so as to reveal his power to rise from the dead, that 
is, his power over sin and death. 

In his rising from the dead, Jesus rose in the flesh, which 
means he elevated our human condition beyond sin and 
death, and brought our human nature back to God the Fa-
ther. 

As we look back, already in his public ministry, his atten-
tiveness to those who were ill was evident: the blind, the lame, 
the lepers, the paralytics, the possessed as well as the dead. He 
not only forgave them, he physically healed them too, and the 
dead he brought them back to life.   

Unclean spirits and physical maladies do not belong to 
the image of God and the likeness of God. Jesus has come 
and left us the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. This 
sacrament is a great reminder that our God is with us in good 
times and in bad times, in health and in sickness. 

In a time of pandemic, may we not find ourselves in fear, 
enslaved by the threat of death. Rather may we be reminded 
that we are a people freed for life by the God of eternal life. 

                                             - Father Edison 

mailto:Benny.Malijan@dor.org

