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Authentic faith, Welcoming and Engaging 

+  +  +  Be holier today than yesterday. The only and truly sad thing in life is not to become a saint.  +  +  + 

Catholic Church 

 May 2–3, 2020     Fourth Sunday of Easter   

 

When the Pandemic Itself 
Becomes the Distraction 

 

At the initial phase of the 
quarantine because of the pan-
demic in mid-March. Some have 
discerned the positive outcome 
of the quarantine due to the pan-
demic: families were freed from the busy routine and now 
enjoyed more time together. 

The busy-ness of life before the pandemic has placed a 
lot of stress on families, even strain in your relationship with 
God and your parish. Many families instead of sitting down 
and carefully planning the weekend so that it revolves around 
worship of God and rest as a family, simply gave in to the 
routine of sports and other activities. If there was leftover 
time, it might be given to God. If not, God would not be a 
part of the weekly life.   

From a spiritual perspective, the world offered families 
distractions and families were distracted from God and family 
life. But now, as the quarantine is entering its eight week, the 
pandemic itself has become the distraction. The novelty of 
having more time together is losing its attraction. The days 
are becoming noisy, unfocused, and patience is wearing thinly. 
What needs to be done? 

Begin by accepting in faith that God is bigger than the 
pandemic and that He allowed this to happen that greater 
good may come out of it.  

Now, it is our responsibility to look for God and seek to 
do good in the midst of the pandemic. 

Look for God in prayer - personal and with the family. 
See Christ in each of your family member - attending to him 
with patience and love. Take the time to be fed by reading the 
Scriptures (use the parish app). Visit the church. Seek to safely 
receive Holy Communion. 

Seek to do good. In other words, live intentionally as a 
disciple and encourage others to do the same. Keep a daily 
and balanced routine - prayer, meals, work, study, recreation, 
exercise, etc. Communicate with your spouse about how you 
can be of help to each other. Communicate with your chil-
dren your expectations, as much as possible. Assign chores 
and do these together at an assigned time. Invite members of 
the family to verbalize their handling of the situation - chal-
lenges and joys, where they find God.     

                                        - Father Edison 

The Precepts of the Catholic Church 
     The context of our 
faith as Catholic Chris-
tians is the relationship 
that God offers us 
through His Son Jesus, 

and the same relationship that we enter into mediated through 
the One High Priest, Jesus.   

     From the Catechism, paragraphs 2041ff, The precepts 
of the Church are set in the context of a moral life bound to and 
nourished by liturgical life. The obligatory character of these posi-
tive laws decreed by the pastoral authorities is meant to guar-
antee to the faithful the very necessary minimum in the spirit of pray-
er and moral effort, in the growth in love of God and neighbor: 
1. You shall attend Mass on Sundays and holy days of obligation and 

rest from servile labor. To observe the Sabbath has two-fold 
effect: using our God-given freedom, we worship God 
and sanctify the world. In other words, Sunday reminds 
us of our task to recognize the holiness of God and sa-
cred work that God has shared with us. From a relational 
perspective, we nurture your relationship with Jesus by 
regularly spending time with him.  

2. You shall confess your sins at least once a year. Through the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation, we recognize that our relation-
ship with Jesus entails ongoing conversion and for-
giveness - as disciples, we seek to continue making our-
selves better. From a relational perspective, we recognize 
our faults and move on through reconciliation. 

3. You shall receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the 
Easter season. The Easter season is so important that it 
requires a minimum encounter with Jesus. His resurrec-
tion is a singular event that has brought defeat to sin and 
death. From a relational perspective, our life revolves 
around Jesus; we the Body celebrate the important mile-
stones in the life of Jesus our Head.  

4. You shall observe the days of fasting and abstinence established by 
the Church. Our practice of fasting and abstinence shows 
our mastery over our instincts and desires, our capacity to 
see and value God the Giver over His gifts. From a rela-
tional perspective, we make self-sacrifices for loved ones - 
we forego some good so that we benefit from more good.    

5. You shall help to provide for the needs of the Church. Jesus en-
trusted us his mission. This is why we exist as his Church: 
to do his work. From a relational perspective, our love for 
Jesus leads to love our neighbor.    



HOLY MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
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Daily 3 PM Prayer Intentions 
    Please include any of these inten-
tions at your daily 3 PM prayer: 

 For those who have died because 
of the COVID-19 virus, and their 
families in this time of grief, 

 For those who work in the front 
lines, for those whose work sup-
port our daily living, for their safety and protection, 

 For families who are trying to cope and make sense of 
these challenging times, 

 For those who are alone and isolated, those who are ill 
because of the virus. 

Let us be known by our praying for each other. 

Liturgy & Sacramental Life 

because Jesus taught us to pray 

Saturday        May 2 

4:30pm - Call the Parish office for your mass intention 

Sunday           May 3  Fourth of Sunday Easter   

8:30am - Call the Parish office for your mass intention 

10:30am - Call the Parish office for your mass intention 

5pm - Suspended until further notice 

Monday          May 4 

8:30am - Bernard Schmidt by Helen Barnes 

Tuesday          May 5 

8:30am - Call the Parish office for your mass intention 

Wednesday    May 6 

8:30am - Call the Parish office for your mass intention 

Thursday       May 7 

8:30am - Call the Parish office for your mass intention 

Friday            May 8 

8:30am - Call the Parish office for your mass intention 

Saturday        May 9   

4:30pm - Call the Parish office for your mass intention 

Sunday          May 10 - Fifth Sunday of Easter 

8:30am - Call the Parish office for your mass intention 

10:30am - Call the Parish office for your mass intention 

5pm - Suspended until further notice 

For Mass intentions, please  

email catherine.fafone@dor.org 

Parish Communication 
a Time of Social Distancing 

It is important to stay connected during this time of social 
distancing and lock down isolation. Thankfully, technology 
allows us to continue celebrating community life. What are the 
ways available to us to stay connected?  

Parish Face Book Page: St. Patrick’s Church Victor. Because of 
its versatility and ease of use, this platform has the most updat-
ed information, news, upcoming events. Parishioners also have 
a way to send us communication through this platform. 

Parish Website: stpatricksvictor.org. Get a good glimpse of our 
parish, visit our parish website. It is one way to have access to 
the digital weekly parish bulletin. The homepage contains gen-
eral updates and news. 

Parish YouTube Channel: St. Patrick Victor NY: Yes, we have 
our own YouTube Channel, and through it we are able to live 
stream the daily and weekend Masses, Eucharistic Adoration 
and the Stations of the Cross.  

Parish App: Text App to 88202. Download myParish App, 
and select our parish after opening. We use our parish app to 
send reminders and notification, at least once a week. 

  

Communicating with the Staff 
The staff are working remotely. To receive timely response, 

please communicate by email. See page 6 for email addresses. 
 

The Church Is Open 
The Church remains open for private prayer and devotion,  

and individual Confessions (in the Family Room). 
Monday to Friday: 7 AM to 4:30 PM 

Saturday: 3 PM to 5:30 PM 
Sunday: 7 AM to 11:30 AM 

  
Available to You via YouTube Live Stream 

 Daily Mass: 8:30 AM, Monday to Friday 

 Weekend Masses:  
Sat 4:30 PM, Sun 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM 

(Please note: Sunday 5 PM is temporarily suspended) 

 Eucharistic Adoration: onsite and online 
(private prayer and devotion) 

Monday: 7-8 AM 
 Wednesday: 7-8 AM 

Tuesday: 3-4 PM,  
Friday: 7-8 PM 

Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation 
Mondays-Wednesdays, Fridays: 7:00 AM 

Saturdays: 3:15-4:15 PM 
Sundays: 7:00 AM, 9:45-10:15 AM 

Or call Fr. Edison at 924-7111 for a convenient time. 
Return to the Lord with all your heart! 

The Domestic Church Prays Series 
 Prays the Rosary, every Tuesday at 4:30 PM, and the Di-

vine Mercy Chaplet, every Friday at 4:30 PM. We invite 
your family to join via live stream on our YouTube Chan-
nel: St. Patrick Victor NY. 

 Celebrate Easter. Follow our community of faith and to-
gether, let us affirm the power of our faith in God. For 
simple ideas on how to continue to celebrate the 50 days 
of Easter, follow our parish Face Book page: St. Patrick’s 
Church Victor. 

Faithful families, Stronger parish  
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Position Title:  
Part-time Preschool Teacher 

     We are seeking a part-time pre-
school teacher to co-teach 4 and 5 
year-old students five mornings a 
week, beginning in August for the 
2020-21 School Year.  
     Responsibilities. Under the gen-
eral supervision of the preschool co-

ordinator, the preschool teacher strives to achieve the goals of 
Catholic education; assumes responsibility for leadership; 
works as a member of the preschool team; develops an ap-
propriate learning and social environment; evaluates the needs 
of each student; assists in developing and supervising all are-
as; evaluates and reports student progress; establishes positive 
school community relationships; continues professional de-
velopment; performs other job related tasks as deemed neces-
sary and/or assigned by the director.  
     Ideal Candidate.  The ideal candidate is a caring, energet-
ic, organized individual with classroom teaching experience 
and a passion for educating young students.  This person 
should be comfortable creating a nurturing classroom envi-
ronment and be able to positively collaborate with co-teacher 
and others as part of a professional learning community.  
Practicing Catholics in good standing are preferred.   

Potential applicants should submit a completed applica-
tion, cover letter, resume, and three letters of recommenda-
tion along with any New York State certifications to: Donna 
DeJoode, Preschool Coordinator, St. Patrick’s Church, 115 
Maple Avenue, Victor, NY 14564 or send via email - don-
na.dejoode@dor.org.   

 

Dear parishioners, 
     I thank you for your 
ongoing support of our 
parish, particularly during 
this time of uncertainty. 
For many, the serious 
economic consequences 
of the pandemic are real 
and painful. Even in our 

parish, we are reducing office hours and are attentive to frugal 
with use of utilities. With the suspension of all public Masses, 
we too are and will feel the financial impact of the pandemic. 
Still, we strive to operate and function to carry out our mis-
sion and to plan activities and events for the upcoming 
months and year. 

Thank you to parishioners who drop off their Sunday 
envelopes to the safe in the Copy Room, and those who send 
their envelopes by mail. 

Thank you to parishioners who have been donating 
online, and who have started donating online. Visit stpat-
ricksvictor.org to make online donation. Or you may bring 
your envelope to the Parish Office. If you have questions, 
please call Rich O’Donnell at (585) 415-7174.  

                                         - Father Edison 

Position Title: 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry & 

Confirmation 
     We are seeking a full-time Coordi-
nator of Youth Ministry & Confirma-
tion, 35 hours per week, to coordinate 
middle school and high school youth 

ministry, and Confirmation preparation. The coordinator re-
ports directly to and collaborates with the Director of Chris-
tian Formation. 

Responsibilities. Duties of this position include, but are 
not limited to, planning and leading both middle school and 
high school youth ministry with the vision of parent-led cat-
echesis: parents as primary catechists. In addition, this posi-
tion will coordinate all aspects of Confirmation preparation 
including planning and implementing he parish model with 
parents attending classes with candidates. The Coordinator 
will utilize a team approach in implementing programs. This 
entails recruiting and overseeing volunteer catechists. 

Ideal Candidate. Candidates should be an active, practic-
ing Catholic with strong organizational and communication 
skills, plus three years’ experience in parish ministry. Experi-
ence with sacramental preparation for Confirmation is pre-
ferred. Bachelor’s or Master’s Degree in Theology, Religious 
Studies, or equivalent Diocesan Certification preferred (those 
pursuing certification or degree may be considered for this 
position). 

This is a full-time, non-exempt position with an anticipat-
ed start date in August 2020. Interested candidates are asked 
to submit a cover letter, resume, application, and list of refer-
ences to: Donna DeJoode, Director of Christian Formation, 
St. Patrick’s Church, 115 Maple Avenue, Victor, NY 14564, or 
send via email - donna.dejoode@dor.org. 

We Lift Each Other in Prayer 
     Louise Therrien, Carol Estes,  
Jim & Kathy Heilmann, Bill & 
Marlene Goodermote, Rosa 
Cordaro, Frank Acquilano, Saman-
tha Haldeman, Joseph Felice, Hel-
en White, Jerry Martin, Ann Ami-
co, Dick Ashlaw, Michael Keane, 

Carole Annesi, Martin Neenan, Ann Spadaro, Jim McMahon, 
Caroline Gillen, John Becker, Randy Bishop, Christine Palm-
er, Bev Henehan, Stephen Melenric, John O’Brien, Karen 
Wicks, Linda Gensiejewski, Duane Pancoast, Mike Butler, 
Randolph Kingsley  
Note: This list of parishioners who are ill appears once a month in the bulletin.  
Please help keep this list up-to-date by informing the Parish Office at the end of 
the month if you want your name to be kept. 

Membership & Parish Life 

because Jesus called a community 

ALL PARISH EVENTS 

ARE SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE  

mailto:donna.dejoode@dor.org
mailto:donna.dejoode@dor.org
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Formed.org 
1. It is easy and free! Go to Formed.org/register. 

2. Enter access code: 3KRJJK (capitalized). 

3. Enter your email and password (you need these to log in 
later). Enjoy and share the faith. 

 

  Featured Resource 
     Why Believe?. Why Believe? offers a new apologetics in a 
year-long course intended for the use in the senior year of 
high school or freshman year of college. But anybody who 
seeks to deepen his or her faith would find this series accessi-
ble and helpful. 

The New Evangelization requires a new apologetics, that 
is, a defense of the faith that responds to the questions that 
believers and non-believers alike are asking today with philo-
sophical and theological arguments rooted in Sacred Scripture, 
Catholic Tradition, and the best philosophical reflection avail-
able. 

Thank you for using Formed.org resources. 

Ongoing Christian Formation 

because Jesus taught us his way of life 

Social Ministry & Outreach 

because Jesus called us to serve 

COVID-19 Food Relief - Rochester 
     Currently, our local Victor-
Farmington Food Cupboard gets the 
food shared with families in our area 
from Food Link.  
     Any donations of toiletries and 
non-perishable food items left in the 
collection bin by the church side door 

is being donated to the COVID-19 Food Relief Group in 
Rochester. Donations are picked-up by volunteers and is 
brought to homes who express needs for such items. 

We appreciate your generosity. 

Let Boredom Lead to 
Deeper Waters 

     With many of us finding 
more time in our hands, we may 
find ourselves searching for 
something to occupy ourselves. 
And also, with many unable to 
receive the Body and Blood in 

ordinary ways, that is, through the celebration of Holy Mass, 
we need to encounter Jesus in the other ways that he has 
made himself present to us. 

One of his great presence among us is through the Word 
of God as we read it through the Bible. It is true also that be-
cause the Bible was written thousands and hundreds of years 
ago, its style can also be … tuh duh … boring! But we over-
come this initial impression. How? Avail ourselves of the 
technology of videography and the internet. 

I present to you, the Bible Project! This is an excellent 
channel on YouTube that I invite you to not only visit but to 
subscribe to. With great visuals (animation) and concise 
scripts, your time spent on this channel is worth it. 

Challenge: How about go to their playlist, “How to read 
the Bible” and watch a video a day? I pray that the back-
ground information about the Bible and its composition will 
help you grow your relationship with God who speaks to us 
through the Bible. 

Stewardship 

because Jesus gave us gifts to share 

  Gift of Treasure  
April. 25-26: $4,895.00 

(weekly budget, no EFT: $6,886) 
 

Do remember to send in  
your Easter envelopes. 

  

 

We are grateful for your generosity! 

Preschool & Christian Formation Resources 
As we continue in our social distancing, we hopefully have 
created new routines. These new ways may still be exhausting, 
particularly if you are incorporating teaching at home too. 
Instead of stressing over “school” work, practice some basics.  
Learn some life skills.  Learn how to read a recipe and adapt 
one ingredient with a substitute (one egg = 3 Tablespoon of 
Mayonnaise); have a family taste test to see if they can tell a 
difference.  Practice addressing envelopes and send letters to 
family and friends. Plant a garden and learn about the im-
portance of crop rotation; eat the produce when ready.  Read 
about edible weeds and see how many you can find.  Practice 
identifying birds and other creatures of the earth.  Practice 
introducing yourself to others, including a handshake (for fu-
ture use).  Let your little one describe how to make scrambled 
eggs...record them doing so.  Find a bible with introductions 
to each book of the bible (most have these).  Read just that 
page.  It is located just before Chapter 1 of each book and 
gives a little history of the culture while outlining what is ad-
dressed in that scripture.  Play a new game together or create a 
new game! 

Christian Formation Zoom Sessions 
Any class that would like to have a virtual meeting to re-

connect, please email Donna DeJoode and she will assist in 
setting up a Zoom meeting for your group. 

May Crowning 
     May is the month of Mary.  Consider a family May Crown-
ing for your figure of Mary at home.  Here is a great resource 
for you! 
https://www.thereligionteacher.com/may-crowning-activities/  

https://www.thereligionteacher.com/may-crowning-activities/
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Our Parish Ministries: Serving God and Neighbor 
Call. Ask. Discern. Serve like Jesus. 

I. Liturgy and Sacramental Life 
Altar Linen 
Altar Servers 
Baptism Preparation Team 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Church Cleaners 
Communion Ministers (EMHC) 
First Responders at Masses 
Funeral Liturgy Team 
Lectors 
Liturgy Committee 
Marriage Preparation Team 
Music Ministry (choirs, cantors) 
Sacristans 
Ushers & Greeters 
Visitation Ministry 
 

II. Membership and Parish Life 
Coffee Hour Team 
Funeral Brunch Team 
Knights of Columbus 
Membership Team 
Parish Life Committee 
Women’s Group 
 

III. Ongoing Faith Formation 
Adult Faith Formation Group 
Bible Study 
Catechists & Aides 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Confirmation Coordinator 
Faith Formation Advisory Board 
Parish Christ Life Team 
Preschool 
RCIA Team 
Youth Ministry 
 

IV. Social Ministry and Outreach 
Assisi Ministry 
Community Dinner 
Giving Garden 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Prison Ministry 
Social Ministry Committee 
Veterans’ Dinner 
Family Promise of Ontario County 
 

V. Stewardship 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Cemetery Board 
CASE Review Board 
Finance Council 
Parish Bakers 
Parish Gardens 
Parish Magazine 
Parish Office Volunteers 
Pastoral Council 
Money Counters 
Stewardship Committee 

 
Sue Stehling / 924-3409 

Pat Bolger / 924-9351  
Judy & James Miller / 924-8158 

Lynn Foley / 259-3823 
Lei Dalupang / 224-6091 
Liz  Gartland / 329-3168 

Coordinator Needed 
Jackie Lafferty / 924-3898 

Coordinator Needed 
Coordinator Needed 

Gayle & Brian Reh / 924-4804  
 Carl Galland / 924-7111 

Ena Gill / 733-6650  
Sante DiCarlo / 742-3118 
Helen Barnes / 298-2247 

 

  
John Shields / 615-5765  
Kelly Mason / 924-3532 

Wayne Brotsch / 924-3855  
Ken Reasoner / 924-2029 

Coordinator Needed 
Judy Klein / 924-7022  

 

 
Sam & Tina Condo / 678-4472 

Anne Leitner / 742-3417 
Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 

Carolyn Robinson/ 924-2800 
Janet Zazulak / 924-7111 

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Sam Condo / 678-4472  

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Deacon John Payne / 924-7111  

Christine & Pat Di Novo/ 924-7111   
 

 
Marcie Hamilton / 924-1528 
Jean Acquilano / 645-7998  

Dan & Karen Lynch / 314-5098 
Mary E 742-2949/Mary S 924-7724 

Helen Barnes / 298-2247  
Joan Muto / 924-2501 
Bob Kelly / 924-5792 

Joan Trost / 924-3092 
 

 
Joan Oliphant /  742-3452   

John Butler / 924-7111 
Cathy Fafone / 924-7111 

Suzanne McCaffrey / 398-8219  
Coordinator Needed 

Becky Fountain / 281-8004  
Father Edison / 924-7111 

Ev DeVelder / 924-2903 
Bob Muto / 924-2501  

Marge Gawronski / 398-7802 
Dave Keebler / 208-6923  

2019-20 Catholic Ministries Appeal 
Parish Goal: $113,885 

As of Mar 16, Amount Raised: $80,716 or 70.88% 
Number of Donors: 282 Households Participating 

How does your CMA contribution support our parish? 
Information Technology Support / Staff Support  
Parish Governance Support / Ministry Support  

Cemetery Support / Buildings and Grounds Support   
Promotion of Cultural Diversity 

Visit www.dor.org to make an online donation. 

We are grateful 

 To parishioners who helped 
with reading the Acts of the Apos-
tles: Julian and Carolyn Robinson, 
Regan Gensiejewski, and Connor 
Ahern. The videos are posted on 

our Face Book page. 

 To parishioners who offer Mass intentions. 

 To parishioners who bring non-perishable food items and 
toiletries for the Rochester COVID-19 Food Relief.   

 To parishioners who avail themselves of the Sacrament of  
Reconciliation, and to parishioners who receive Holy 
Communion during Confession and Adoration times. 
Please observe the 10 person limit in church. Sanitize 
hands and practice social distancing.  

Continued Support Our Parish 
during this Time of Pandemic 

Dear parishioners, 
I thank you for your ongoing financial support of our 

parish during this time of pandemic. Your generous steward-
ship enables us to continue our ministry to our families and 
communities as we find creative ways to keep our family of 
faith connected in prayer and thru ministry.   

 Easter Envelopes. Christmas and Easter are special times 
for us Christians when we express our gratitude to God 
for the gift of Jesus. These two days, good generosity is 
generated by the increased number of worshippers at the 
Masses. 

 Sunday Envelopes. Our Sunday collection remains our 
main source of parish income to support ministries, par-
ish staff salaries, programs, utilities and upkeep of facili-
ties. 

 Mass Intentions. I ask you to continue to offer intentions 
at Mass for loved ones: for a special occasion, for the 
sick, the dead, etc.  

 Parish Building Fund. This year is our fourth year of at-
tending to the special needs of our church and parish 
buildings. Since we began our building projects, we have 
designated a “parish building fund” where parishioner can 
make allocated donations to the parish, which means do-
nations are only used for our building projects. 
God bless you and your loved ones. 
                                                      - Father Edison 



 

Our Parish Staff 
Father Edison Tayag, Pastor                                                fr.edison.tayag@dor.org 

Deacon John Payne, Deacon                                                    john.payne@dor.org  
John Butler                                                                                                                           john.butler@dor.org 
Cemetery Manager 
Christine and Pat DiNovo               christine.dinovo@dor.org / 

Youth Ministers                                                 pat.dinovo@dor.org 
Cathy Fafone                                                                          catherine.fafone@dor.org 
Parish Secretary 
Dr. Carl Galland                                                 carl.galland@dor.org                                     

Director of Sacred Music 
Donna DeJoode                                        donna.dejoode@dor.org 

Coordinator of Christian Formation and Preschool        

Nancy Kolb                                                                                                                                    nancy.kolb@dor.org 
Christian Formation & Preschool Secretary 
Benny Malijan                                         benny.malijan@dor.org  

Housekeeping 
Rich O’Donnell                                                                                    richard.odonnell@dor.org 
Finance Director 
Wayne Sweet                                                                                             wayne.sweet@dor.org 

Building Maintenance 
Janet Zazulak                                           janet.zazulak@dor.org 
Confirmation Coordinator                              

Keep you parish staff in your daily prayers. 

 

Parish Office & Preschool Information 
 

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM  
(lunch time: 12:30 PM - 1 PM) 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   

Parish Office Phone: (585) 924-7111 
Parish Office Fax: (585) 742-3296 

Faith Formation & Preschool: (585) 924-2800 

Stay Connected 

 Parish Website: www.stpatricksvictor.org 

 Parish Facebook Pages:  
                  St. Patrick’s Church /  
                  Saint Patrick’s Victor Youth Ministry 

 Parish Youtube Channel:  
                  St Patricks of Victor NY 

 Parish App: Text ‘App’ to 88202 

Let there be light… 
 

Called to Life, Responding to Life 

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, 
raised his voice, and proclaimed: 
“Let the whole house of Israel know for certain 
that God has made both Lord and Christ, 
this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, 
and they asked Peter and the other apostles, 
“What are we to do, my brothers?” 
Peter said to them, 
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; 
and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is made to you and to your children 
and to all those far off, 
whomever the Lord our God will call.”                                                                                                  
                                                                   - Acts 2:14a, 36-39   

How is the Christian faith passed on? Through faith-
sharing by disciples with others! 

When Jesus gave all his disciples the commission to make 
disciples of all nations, the corresponding action by the disci-
ples shows their understanding that Jesus himself made every 
man and every woman a potential recipient of his Good 
News. Every man and every woman has the right to hear 
about Jesus. Of course, every man and every woman also has 
his/her God-given freedom to accept the Good News of Je-
sus. How each of us, Christian disciple, shares Jesus with oth-
ers is our own responsibility. How its recipients receive or 
reject Jesus that is their responsibility. 

As Peter and the Eleven properly understood, it is the 
role of every Christian disciples to make other disciples. 
Through us, Jesus still calls others to follow him. Through us, 
men and women around us, even those in our own homes, 
can still hear and respond to the call of Christ.  

The gatekeeper opens it for the shepherd,  
and the sheep hear his voice, 
as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 
When he has driven out all his own, 
he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, 
because they recognize his voice. 
But they will not follow a stranger; 
they will run away from him, 
because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.”                                                                                  
                                                                                                                       - John 10:3-5  
In the Gospel reading today, the call and response be-

tween the Master and the disciples is expressed in the rela-
tionship between the shepherd and the sheep. And Jesus 
makes us aware that the call and response grows into the 
sheep knowing the voice of the shepherd, and the shepherd 
knowing the voice of the sheep. The relationship rightly be-
gins with the call and response but it also has to grow as a 
conversation in personal prayer, that is rooted and is nour-
ished by the sheep’s familiarity with the words of the shep-
herd. 

By the constant encounter with the voice and the words 
of the shepherd, the sheep grows to discern whether whom 
he hears and follows is the Good Shepherd, Jesus.   

I am the gate. 
Whoever enters through me will be saved, 
and will come in and go out and find pasture. 
A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; 
I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly.                                                             
                                                                                                                          - John 10:9-10 
What is the criteria that Jesus gives us about his call and 

his words? That Jesus calls us and gives us his word that we 
might have life and have it more abundantly.  

What are the consequences of responding to the call of 
Jesus? That we get to know not just his voice but also his 
words, his teachings. That we see the value of created life, and 
more, the value of redeemed life. And that we do all we can to 
live life with respect and thus live it more abundantly. 

As a Christian faithful, how do you perceive the relation-
ship between God and life? Do you believe that God is the 
creator, redeemer and sustainer of life? Do you believe that it 
is impossible to have life without God? Or do you simply live 
life, with or without God in it, depending on your need?  

                                         - Father Edison 

mailto:Benny.Malijan@dor.org

