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Authentic faith, Welcoming and Engaging 

+  +  +  Be holier today than yesterday. The only and truly sad thing in life is not to become a saint.  +  +  + 

Catholic Church 

 January 16-17, 2021     Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Think of Sacraments. 
Think of Divine Life.  

 

Sacrament of Baptism. 
The sacrament through 
which God, in Jesus Christ, 
makes us His sons and 
daughters. To prepare for 

reception, call Father Edison @ 924-7111. 
Sacrament of the Eucharist. The sacrament through which 
God, like a responsible parent, feeds us, with food from heav-
en: His Word, and the Body and Blood of Jesus.  

• Weekend Masses: Saturday at 4:30 PM, Sunday at 8:30, 
10:30 AM and 5 PM. Onsite and livestreaming on 
YouTube: Saint Patrick’s Victor.  

• Weekday Masses: Monday-Wednesday, Friday at 8:30 
AM. Onsite and live on YouTube: Saint Patrick’s Victor.  

• For First Holy Communion, call Donna DeJoode at 924-
2800 for more info. 

• Family members may bring Holy Communion to other 
family members who are sick and homebound.  

Sacrament of Confirmation. The sacrament through which 
God by the gift of the Holy Spirit strengthens us to give faith-
ful witness to our Catholic Faith. To prepare for reception, 
call Elizabeth Johnston @ 924-2800. 

• Children, older than 7 y/o, and adults who needs to be 
baptized, receive Communion and/or be Confirmed, call 
Deacon John @ 924-7111.    

Sacrament of Reconciliation. The sacrament through which 
God’s mercy and love, justice and truth heals the wound of 
human sin. Generally offered an hour before each Mass. Please give 
the priest fifteen minutes before Mass to prepare for Mass. 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  The sacrament 
through which Jesus continues to heal the sick among us. 
Anointing is offered at each Mass on the first weekend of the 
month. Or call Fr. Edison @ 924-7111 to schedule an anoint-
ing.  
Sacrament of Marriage. The sacrament through which God 
calls a man and woman to become visible signs of His Love. 
Call Fr. Edison or Deacon John @ 924-7111 for more info. 
Sacrament of Holy Orders. The sacrament through which 
the mission Jesus entrusted to the apostles is continued in the 
Church. To learn more about vocations to the ordained min-
istry, please call Fr. Edison or Deacon John @ 924-7111. 

Never miss an opportunity to celebrate a sacrament.   

Year of the Sacraments 
Christ, Catechesis, Celebration 

 

XVIII. We Become Whom We Receive. 
  

At the very heart of every celebration of the sacraments is 
the encounter between God and the faithful, and the Eucha-
rist through its parts spells out for us this encounter between 
Jesus Christ and his disciples. 

I. Introductory Rites. It begins with Jesus’ intent to gather 
His disciples that we may encounter Him. Within the first part 
is the Penitential Act through which we recognize our offens-
es to God and neighbor. In seeking and receiving forgiveness, 
our relationship with God and one another is restored, ena-
bling us to worthily celebrate the sacred mysteries. Before the 
Collect or Opening Prayer, during the brief pause, remember 
to offer to God your prayer intentions. The first part identi-
fies us as the people gathered and restored by God. 

II. Liturgy of the Word. Jesus has made known to us the 
alimentary nature of the Word of God: “Man does not live by 
bread alone but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 
Through the Old Testament, we hear God’s promises, and in 
the New Testament, we find their fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 
The Homily is intended to expound on the readings or 
themes of faith. Our response to the Word of God is our Pro-
fession of Faith in God, through the Creed. After we listen to 
God, we make known to Him our prayers through the Prayer 
of the Faithful. The second part identifies us as the people nour-
ished and shaped by the Word of God.    

III. Liturgy of the Eucharist. Jesus is the Word made 
flesh, the Lamb of God. In Jesus, we learn that to fulfill the 
Word of God is to give ourselves completely to God. None 
among the children of Adam had done and can do this suc-
cessfully, and so Jesus freely chose to do it for us, sacrificing 
himself to the Father. At Offertory, we offer to God the work 
of our hands so that at Consecration, what we offered is per-
fected in the sacrifice of Jesus, whose Body and Blood gives 
us divine life. The third part identifies us as the people nourished 
and shaped by the Son of God.  

IV. Concluding Rites. Having gathered by God, informed 
by His Word, and transformed by His Son, God sends us 
forth to continue the mission He gave us through His Son, 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. God has done some-
thing beautiful for us. It is must not be kept to ourselves but 
must be shared with others. The fourth part identifies us as the 
people sent on a mission by God. 



HOLY MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
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Daily 3 PM Prayer Intentions 
    Please include any of these inten-
tions at your daily 3 PM prayer: 

• That I may honor the Third Com-
mandment and the Last Supper 
Commandment, 

• That I may grow in my respect 
and reverence for the Mass, 

• That I may devote time to celebrate the sacraments and 
avail myself of the grace that God offers me through 
them, 

• That I may thoroughly live the Eucharistic life - gathered 
by Christ, fed and nourished in Christ, and sent on a mis-
sion by Christ. 

Let us be known by our praying for each other. 

Liturgy & Sacramental Life 
because Jesus taught us to pray 

Saturday        Jan 16  

4:30pm - Dick Abraham by Maureen and Pat Bolger 

Sunday          Jan 17 -  Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am - Ken and Ann Weigert 

10:30am - Maria 

5pm - Manuela Dalupang 

Monday         Jan 18  

8:30am - No Mass 

Tuesday         Jan 19  

8:30am - Richard Abraham by Kay Riccio 

Wednesday   Jan 20   

8:30am - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

Thursday       Jan 21   

8:30am - No Mass 

Friday            Jan 22  

8:30am - Call the Parish Office for your Mass intention 

Saturday        Jan 23   

4:30pm - Manuela Dalupang by Dalupang family 

Sunday          Jan 24 -  Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am - Ken and Ann Weigert 

10:30am - Maria 

5pm - Robert Trimper by Mark and Perri Geiser 

For Mass intentions, please  
email catherine.fafone@dor.org 

Liturgical Ministers for the Weekend of January 23 – 24 

Ministry Saturday 4:30 PM Sunday 8:30 AM Sunday 10:30 AM Sunday 5:00 PM 

Sacristan (1) Teresa Sheffer Nancy Kolb Teresita Pasion Fransia Aguilia 

Lector (1-2) Sarah Parsons Thom Rafferty Jim Hood Jack Marren 

Communion Minister (1) Teresa Sheffer Tom Gormel Dave Avery Eileen Mountan 

Ushers (2) 
 

Pat Bolger, 
Bob Pirello 

Mark Weigert, Joe LeMark,  
Wayne Brotsch 

David O’Hare, 
Adline Nwugwo 

Phim Dalupang,  
Jack Miller, Rob Heiler 

Cantor (1) Joan Morrissey, JoAnne Caputo, 
Maureen Bolger 

Megan Samoriski Darlene Butler, Kate Avery, 
Charles Nwugwo,  

Nerina BelliBellinger 

 Eva Moore, Lula Dalupang, 
Rob & Ruby Sokolowski 

Note: Ushers/Greeters, we appreciate you helping parishioners to their pews during this time. 
If interested in serving as liturgical minister during the weekend Masses, please give the coordinators a call. See page 5 for contact info.  

Catechism 101  

• Why is the Eucharist called 
Holy Communion? (CCC 1331) 
The Eucharist is called Holy 
Communion, because by it we 
unite ourselves with Christ. 

• Why is the Eucharist called Holy Mass? (CCC 1332) 
The Eucharist is called Holy Mass (Latin: Missa), because 
it concludes with the sending forth (Latin: missio) of the 
faithful.  

• What significance do bread and wine receive in the 
Exodus? (CCC 1334) In the Exodus bread and wine re-
ceive the following significance: (1) the bread remembers 
the hasty liberation of Israel from Egypt and the manna 
in the desert, and (2) the wine adds joy and an eschato-
logical dimension.  

• Which miracles of Christ prefigure the superabun-
dance of the Eucharist? (CCC 1335) Christ’s miracles 
of the multiplication of the loaves prefigure the supera-
bundance of the Eucharist.  

• Why did Christ institute the Eucharist? (CCC 1337)
Christ instituted the Eucharist in order: (1) to leave to the 
Church a pledge of His love, (2) never to depart from His 
own, and (3) to make the Church share in His Passover.  

Eucharist Display 
Set aside some of your 

time to go over our  
Eucharist Display at  

the back of the church. 
Let the Sacrament of the Eucharist be the teacher, walk 

through its four parts from beginning to end, get to know 
what we use (vessels, vestments, liturgical books), and the 

prayers. Also, be acquainted with Eucharistic miracles.  
Come and visit with your children! 
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Instructions for the Weekend Masses 

• Sign Up! Signing-up ensures accommodation as well as 
serves as help as a tracking system. Links are found on 
the parish website, and on the parish app. No internet or 
smart phone? Please call the Parish Office at 924-7111 to 
sign-up. If you fail to sign-up and we are expecting a full-house, 
you may be asked to wait until signees are seated, and will be admit-
ted only if there is an available seat. 

• Be Safe! At all times, please observe: (i) proper wearing 
of face mask by covering both nose and mouth, (ii) hand 
sanitizing before entering the premises, and (iii) observing 
the 6ft social distancing with people not of your house-
hold, especially during Holy Communion and Dismissal. 

• Watch the Numbers!  

 If signees are mostly in small groups of 1 or 2, we can 
accommodate ~100 per Mass. If coming as a small 
group, please occupy the outside section of the pew. 

 If a good number of signees are in groups of 3 or 4, 
we can accommodate ~140 per Mass. If coming as a 
bigger group of three or more, please use the inside 
section of the pew. 

• Be Charitable! Consider it an act of charity to occupy the 
front pews first. You will make it easier for the ushers to 
locate pews for those who arrive after you.  

• Better Stay at Home. If you require for yourself more 
than 6 feet of social distancing from others, for health 
reasons, it is better that you stay at home during this time. 
If you participate in the celebration of Holy Mass via live 
stream and wish to receive Holy Communion, email Fa-
ther Edison (fr.edison.tayag@dor.org), to set-up a time 
when you can come over during the weekday. 

• Ushers, Help! With the safety protocols currently in 
place, it is clear that ushers do play a crucial role at every 
weekend Mass. We need additional help. If you can assist, 
please email Father Edison and let him know at which 
Mass you can help and how often. We are truly grateful to 
ushers who serve during this time. Also much appreciated 
are volunteers who help with the camera for live stream-
ing. Thank you for your help! 

Year of the Sacraments 
July 2020-June 2021 

In the upcoming months, we will be devoting time both 
on catechesis and celebration of the sacraments.  

January: On the Sacrament of the Eucharist 
January 9-10: You are My Beloved Son. 

January 16-17: Becoming whom we receive  
January 23-24: Come after me 

January 30-31: New teaching with Authority 

• February: Penance and Reconciliation 

• March: Anointing of the Sick 

• April: Holy Orders  

• May: Matrimony  

Membership & Parish Life 
because Jesus called a community 

Did you know that since COVID started, 

• We resumed public celebration of the Mass in the parish, 
with the initial 10 persons, on Pentecost Sunday, the 
weekend of May 30-31? 

• 6202 is the cumulative head count at the weekend Masses 
(taking head count resumed last September 6)? 

• 11 Baptisms have been celebrated at weekend Masses? 

• 5 Funeral Mass have been celebrated in church? 

• The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation has been 
consistently celebrated an hour before Mass, in the Fami-
ly Room? 

Saint Patrick’s Cookbook 
    Have you been preparing 
more meals at home these days, 
and want to try some new 
“family heirloom” recipes? The 
parish will be compiling a parish 
cookbook using your favorite 
recipes! If a fun or nostalgic 

family story pertaining to the recipe comes to mind, please 
share that as well. 

You are welcome to contribute by either dropping the 
recipe off at the Parish Office, emailing Cathy Fafone at cath-
erine.fafone@dor.org , or by going to the following website: 
Fundcraft.com and using the Wed ID: 926-20FT. The last day 
to submit content will be December 31st. If you are using the 
website to submit, feel free to use the “notes” section of the 
recipe to add a family story.  

Monthly Rosary with the Knights of Columbus  
     Join the knights in 
praying the Holy Ro-
sary of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary on the 4th Sunday 
of each month, after the 
8:30 AM Mass. Save the 
date this month: January 
23. 
     The intention for Jan-

uary is for an expedient halt to the spread and the cure of the 
coronavirus.  

Ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday falls on February 17. We have the fol-

lowing services: 7 AM: Liturgy of the Word + Imposition of 
Ashes; Noon and 7 PM: Mass. 

Due to COVID, the imposition of ashes will be made by 
making the sign of the Cross as the ashes are sprinkled on the 
crown of the head. This method of imposition follows after 
the biblical practice found in Nehemiah 9:1. 
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Ongoing Christian Formation 
because Jesus taught us his way of life 

St. Patrick’s 2021-2022 Preschool Registration opens January 
15, 2021. Watch for the registration form on our website.  

Both the registration form and non-refundable registration fee 
are required to hold a spot. Children who are age 3 by De-

cember 1, 2021 and potty-trained are eligible for our program. 

Preschool Open House & Tours 
     Preschool Open House will be held 
Sunday, January 31, from 1-4 PM.  
Tours will be led by our PreK teachers. 
All attendees must signup using Signup 

Genius. This link is posted on our website. Tours are limited 
to 10 minutes per family and we ask that only parents and 
potential students attend the open house & tours. All at-
tendees must wear masks that cover both mouth and nose. 

Food for the Journey 
     Just like our natural bodies need food to survive, our souls 
need spiritual nourishment in order to survive!  Jesus uses the 
matter of food (bread and wine) to point towards the spiritual 
reality of receiving and consuming Him to sustain our souls.  
If you have ever read or seen Lord of the Rings, you might 
recall a special food called Lembas bread. One small bite 
makes you feel full and nourished.  A whole piece can last you 
several days because all you need is a small bite/morsel to 
survive on.  We need Jesus in the Eucharist to survive on. 

Chocolate Sales!   
     Niagara Chocolate Fundraiser for 
Preschool begins Monday January 25th 
and ends on Friday February 5th. Pick 
up your catalog/order form at the 
church entrance or in the Preschool 
Wing. Return completed forms to Nan-
cy or Cathy. Thank you for your sup-
port of our Preschool! 

Formed.org 
1. It is easy and free! Go to Formed.org/register. 

2. Enter access code: 3KRJJK (capitalized). 

3. Enter your email and password (you need these to log in 
later). Enjoy and share the faith. 

 

  Featured Resource 

     Presence: The Mystery 
of the Eucharist Although 
the Eucharist appears to be sim-
ple bread and wine, it is actually 
the "source and summit" of the 
Christian life. Presence: The 

Mystery of the Eucharist explores the truth and beauty of 
Christ's real presence in the Eucharist, from its origins in Sa-
cred Scripture, to its profound role in the life of the Church 
and her members. It is the crescendo of the entire story of 
salvation.  

Families, visit the Display on the Eucharist  
at the back of the church. 

The church is open from 7 AM until 4:30 PM, Monday-Friday. 

Happenings This Week 

 Parent-led Large Group Gathering Tues 1/19,  6:00p-
8:00p—ZOOM 

 Confirmation Year 2: Sun 1/24 11:45a-1:00p  & Tues 
1/26, 6:30p-7:45p 

 Beginning Confirmation Sun 1/24  12:30p-2:30p 

 LifeTeen: Sun 1/10,  5p Mass & 6p Gathering (Zoom) 

Parent-led Catechesis 
     Parent-led Catechesis large Group Com-
munity Meeting is scheduled for Tues, Janu-
ary 19.  This will be a virtual gathering! Check 
your email for additional information. These 
gatherings are an important part of the Parent-led Catechesis 
program and benefit all who participate! 

Confirmation Candidates 
Reminder to all Confirmation candidates – You 
should be working on your service hours. If you 
need ideas or suggestions for parish hours, please 
contact Donna or Elizabeth. Also, don’t forget to 
attend your 6 sessions of LifeTeen (or Edge for 
Beginning Confirmation). 

Adult Formation Resource 
     Are you looking to better understand what 
we say and do at  Mass? Consider reading Ed-
ward Sri’s book A Biblical Walk Through 
the Mass: Understanding What We Say 
and Do in the Liturgy. From the moment of 
our creation and throughout biblical history, 
God has desired to enter into an intimate 
communion with humanity. In fact, God, who loves us be-
yond comprehension, has chosen to give us His very Body, 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity in the Eucharist. As Catholics, the 
Mass is the center of our faith. We know all the responses; we 
know all the gestures. But do we know what it all means?  
This book walks us through the Mass. 
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Our Parish Ministries: Serving God and Neighbor 
Call. Ask. Discern. Serve like Jesus. 

I. Liturgy and Sacramental Life 
Altar Linen 
Altar Servers 
Baptism Preparation Team 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Church Cleaners 
Communion Ministers (EMHC) 
Funeral Liturgy Team 
Lectors 
Liturgy Committee 
Marriage Preparation Team 
Music Ministry (choirs, cantors) 
Sacristans 
Ushers & Greeters 
Visitation Ministry 
 

II. Membership and Parish Life 
Coffee Hour Team 
Funeral Brunch Team 
Knights of Columbus 
Membership Team 
Parish Life Committee 
Women’s Group 
 

III. Ongoing Faith Formation 
Adult Faith Formation Group 
Bible Study 
Catechists & Aides 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
Confirmation Coordinator 
Faith Formation Advisory Board 
Parish Christ Life Team 
Preschool 
RCIA Team 
Youth Ministry 
 

IV. Social Ministry and Outreach 
Assisi Ministry 
Community Dinner 
Giving Garden 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Prison Ministry 
Social Ministry Committee 
Family Promise of Ontario County 
 

V. Stewardship 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Cemetery Board 
CASE Review Board 
Finance Council 
Parish Gardens 
Parish Magazine 
Parish Office Volunteers 
Pastoral Council 
Money Counters 
Stewardship Committee 

 
Sue Stehling / 924-3409 

Pat Bolger / 924-9351  
Judy & James Miller / 924-8158 

Lynn Foley / 259-3823 
Lei Dalupang / 224-6091 
Liz  Gartland / 329-3168 

Coordinator Needed 
Thom & Margie Rafferty / 734-2818 

Nerina Bellinger / 742-8023   
Gayle & Brian Reh / 924-4804  

 Carl Galland / 924-7111 
Ena Gill / 733-6650  

Sante DiCarlo / 742-3118 
Helen Barnes / 298-2247 

 

  
Patty Weigert / 924-7393  
Kelly Mason / 924-3532 

Wayne Brotsch / 924-3855  
Coordinator Needed 
Coordinator Needed 

Judy Klein / 924-7022  
 

 
Sam & Tina Condo / 678-4472 

Anne Leitner / 742-3417 
Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 

Carolyn Robinson/ 924-2800 
Elizabeth Johnston/ 924-2800 

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Sam Condo / 678-4472  

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 
Deacon John Payne / 924-7111  

Elizabeth Johnston / 924-2800   
 

 
Marcie Hamilton / 924-1528 
Jean Acquilano / 645-7998  

Dan & Karen Lynch / 314-5098 
Mary E 742-2949/Mary S 924-7724 

Helen Barnes / 298-2247  
Joan Muto / 924-2501 
Joan Trost / 924-3092 

 

 
Joan Oliphant /  742-3452   

John Butler / 924-7111 
Cathy Fafone / 924-7111 

Richard VanKuren/ 742-2317  
Becky Fountain / 281-8004  

Father Edison / 924-7111 
Ev DeVelder / 924-2903 

Thomas Kolb / 662-7126  
Marge Gawronski / 398-7802 

Dave Keebler / 208-6923  

 Gift of Presence  
January 9-10:  Sat 4:30: 59  

Sun 8:30: 94 ; 10:30: 102; and 5:00: 42 

 Gift of Treasure  
January 9-10: $4,100.00 

       Budgeted, without EFT: $3,980.00  

 

Looking for second collection 
   envelopes? Please find them  
at the entrance tables a week  

before the collection weekend. 

Stewardship 
because Jesus gave us gifts to share 

2020-21 CMA Update 
As of January 12, 

 233 Donors have raised 
$78,068.85 or 68.55% 
of our $113,885 goal. 

We need the help of every 
household to make our goal.  

To make your donation online, visit stpatricksvictor.org. 

We are grateful 

• To the Dalupang and Aguila 
Families, and Teresa Sheffer for 
helping with the taking down of 
the Christmas decorations in 
church. 

Social Ministry & Outreach 
because Jesus called us to serve 

NOURISH NEW YORK  
This year’s Diocesan Public Policy focuses on NOURISH 

NEW YORK, an initiative has been an effective and creative 
response to the impact of the pandemic on New Yorkers, 
providing a lifeline for food-insecure families (many newly-
insecure because of job losses due to COVID-19) and for 
struggling farmers, the fishing community and food proces-
sors across the state. 

We call on state leaders to allocate $50 million for fiscal 
year 2021-2022 to make NOURISH NEW YORK an ongo-
ing program to respond to the need for hunger relief and sur-
vival of farms, fisheries, food processors in New York State. 

In the upcoming weeks, the Parish Social Ministry will be 
sharing resources with you through the bulletin, our parish 
website, and our parish Facebook page. 

We ask for your prayerful support of this initiative as a 
sign of solidarity with our brothers and sisters in need.  



 

 

Parish Office & Preschool Information 
 

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM  
(lunch time: 12:30 PM - 1 PM) 
Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   

Parish Office Phone: (585) 924-7111 
Parish Office Fax: (585) 742-3296 

Faith Formation & Preschool: (585) 924-2800 

Stay Connected 

• Parish Website: www.stpatricksvictor.org 

• Parish Facebook Pages:  
                  St. Patrick’s Church /  
                  Saint Patrick’s Victor Youth Ministry 

• Parish Youtube Channel:  
                  St Patricks of Victor NY 

• Parish App: Text ‘App’ to 88202 

Our Parish Staff 
Father Edison Tayag, Pastor                                                fr.edison.tayag@dor.org 

Deacon John Payne, Deacon                                                    john.payne@dor.org  
John Butler                                                                                                                           john.butler@dor.org 
Cemetery Manager 
Cathy Fafone                                                                          catherine.fafone@dor.org 

Parish Secretary 
Dr. Carl Galland                                                 carl.galland@dor.org                                     
Director of Sacred Music 
Donna DeJoode                                        donna.dejoode@dor.org 

Director of Christian Formation and Preschool        

Elizabeth Johnston                              elizabeth.johnston@dor.org 

Youth Ministry/Confirmation Coordinator                              
Nancy Kolb                                                                                                                                    nancy.kolb@dor.org 
Christian Formation & Preschool Secretary 
Benny Malijan                                         benny.malijan@dor.org  

Housekeeping 
Rich O’Donnell                                                                                    richard.odonnell@dor.org 
Finance Director 
Wayne Sweet                                                                                             wayne.sweet@dor.org 
Building Maintenance 

Keep your parish staff in your daily prayers. 

Let there be light… 
 

Called to Remain with God 
 

The LORD called Samuel again, for the third time. 
Getting up and going to Eli, he said, “Here I am.  You called me.” 
Then Eli understood that the LORD was calling the youth. 
So he said to Samuel, “Go to sleep, and if you are called, reply, 
Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.” 
When Samuel went to sleep in his place, 
the LORD came and revealed his presence, 
calling out as before, “Samuel, Samuel!” 
Samuel answered, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”                                         
                                                                             - Isaiah 55:10-11 
At the very heart of the spiritual life is the relationship 

between the God who speaks and the man who hears, the 
God who calls and the man who listens.  

The Book of Genesis opens with God saying, “Let there 
be…” God reveals Himself as the Creator. And the Book of 
Revelation ends with Jesus saying, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Je-
sus speaks of his second coming when he will redeem and 
restore all creation in himself. One can say that through the 
Bible, God makes known to us that He created us and that we 
belong to Him. The vocation of those who hear and listen to 
God is to make known the will of God and to bring it fulfill-
ment themselves. 

It is not easy to hear, particularly when there is too much 
noise inside and outside us. The faithful must learn to seek 
silence and to quiet oneself in order to hear God in the ways 
that chooses to speak. In Samuel, we find one who placed 
himself in the presence of God, and he heard when the divine 
voice called him. 

It is not easy to listen, particularly when we allow our-
selves to be distracted and when we have preconceived no-
tions about those who speak and call us. The faithful must 
learn to calm down competing voices and properly discern 
the voice of God. In Samuel, he was gifted with Eli who 
helped him correct his preconceived notion and discern and 
respond to the call of God.    

Enter Jesus. 
John was standing with two of his disciples, 
and as he watched Jesus walk by, he said, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God.” 
The two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus. 
Jesus turned and saw them following him and said to them, 
“What are you looking for?” 
They said to him, “Rabbi” - which translated means Teacher  -, 
“where are you staying?” 
He said to them, “Come, and you will see.”                                                                                       
                                                 - John 1:35 
Already, at the initial instance that John points his disci-

ples to Jesus, he referred to him as the Lamb of God - selected, 
called, and sent by God, and Jesus himself willing to be of-
fered for sacrifice. 

John wants his disciples, any disciple to behold Jesus. To 
behold is to see with intent and focus, not allowing noise and 
distractions to interfere. For only then can disciples begin to 
take the first steps to follow Jesus, with intent and focus. In 
the way that John spoke, he enabled his disciples to hear and 
listen to Jesus.  

“What are you looking for?” Jesus goes at the heart of the 
matter - what does one consider to give meaning to his/her 
existence? [Read through John, and find out how this ques-
tion radically changes when asked by Jesus after his resurrec-
tion.] 

“Rabbi, where are you staying?”  They called Jesus rabbi - the 
great one in relation to learners, therefore, the teacher. The 
disciples understood that they could learn from Jesus. Their 
question sought to know more about Jesus. 

To stay, to remain is a verb, that is a powerful theme in 
the fourth gospel. As the disciples would eventually learn, 
Jesus would be on the move, traveling from Galilee to Jerusa-
lem, passing through towns and villages. Jesus would not stay 
or remain in one town or village, and so do the disciples. Je-
sus would teach his disciples that it is with him that disciples 
truly stay or remain. 

During the Ordinary Time, we are invited to follow Jesus, 
to stay, to remain with him. As we stay and remain with Jesus, 
may we clearly hear his voice, and listen to his call. And as he 
shows us how to respond to the Father, may we do also as 
Jesus himself did.    

                                         - Father Edison 

mailto:Benny.Malijan@dor.org

