
August 16-20, 2021   

August 15-19, 2022   
 

 
Location 

Victor, NY 14564 

Level I Formation Course 
 

 

Sponsored by 
CCMA 

 
 

Lead Formation Leader 
Maggie Radzik 

 
 

Assistant 
Michelle Kuhner 

Key Elements  of 
Level I Atria Include 

 Infancy Narratives 

 Biblical Geography 

 The Kingdom Parables 

 The Good Shepherd 

 The Mass & the Eucharist 

 The Paschal Mystery 

 Baptism 

 

These elements include 

presentations, adult reflections, 

practice time, material making, 

and Montessori theory. 

Course Location 
St. Patrick’s Church 

Parish Center & Atrium 

115 Maple Avenue 

Victor, New York 14564 
 

Course Dates 
August 16-20, 2021 

August 15-19, 2022 
 

Course Hours 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

Course Fee 
$900 

 

For more information or to 

register, please contact  

Donna DeJoode 

Donna.dejoode@dor.org 

Office: 585-924-2800 Option 1 

stpatricksvictor.org/preschool 



Children Ages 3-6 
The level I Atrium lays the foundation 
for the child’s encounter with the 
Catholic community of faith.  The 
Atrium itself is a community in which 
children and adults live together a 
religious experience which facilitates 
participation in the wider community of 
the family, the Church, and other social 
spheres. 
 

In the Atrium, work and study 
spontaneously become meditation, 
contemplation, and prayer. 
 

The Atrium is a place in which the only 
teacher is Christ; both children and 
adults place themselves in a listening 
stance before his Word and seek to 
penetrate the mystery of the liturgical 
celebration. 
 

The themes presented in the Atrium are 
those to which the children have 
responded with depth and joy.  These 
themes are taken from the Bible and the 
Liturgy (prayers and sacraments) as the 
fundamental sources for creating and 
sustaining Christian life at every 
developmental stage and, in particular, 
for illuminating and nourishing the child 
in his/her most vital religious needs. 

About this Course 
This Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  
course is sponsored by the Cultural 
and Catechetical Montessori 
Association  (CCMA).  CCMA’s 
mission is to empower cultural 
renewal by promoting the work of 
Maria Montessori and Sofia Cavaletti 
in revealing the truth about the human 
person.  We offer spiritual, doctrinal 
and Montessori-pedagogical 
formation courses for adults and 
support the growth of prepared 
Montessori environments that fulfill 
the mission of CCMA in the context 
of Catholic cultural renewal within 
the home, parish, and school. 
 
 
 

Benefits of a CCMA 
Course? 
Our experience has shown that a solid 
understanding of Maria Montessori’s 
discoveries regarding the 
development of the human person and 
principles of education as they apply 
to the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd is an important aspect of a 
successful Atrium.  We want our 
catechist to be well prepared to meet 
the spiritual and developmental needs 
of the children they will serve.  In this 
spirit, our courses place special 
emphasis on Montessori theory as it 
relates to the age of the child each 
formation course is directed toward. 

Formation Leaders 
 
MAGGIE RADZIK 
Maggie has been an AMI Montessori 
certified teach at the Assistant to Infancy 
(0-3), Primary (3-6), and Elementary (6-
12) levels for over twenty-five years, 
and has a great passion for the 
Montessori approach to human 
development.  She has been a certified 
Formation Leader with the National 
Association of the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd at Level I for over ten 
years, and is working toward competing 
her Level II Formation Leader 
credential. 

 
MICHELLE KUHNER 
Michelle is a stay-at-home mom of two 
children.  She has her Masters in 
Theology, specializing in Marriage and 
Family Studies.  Michelle is trained in 
Levels I and II of Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd, is a speaker on the topic 
of children’s catechesis, and has served 
as a CGS catechist for seven years. 


