
 

 

  

                     
 

Instructions to Parishioners 
September 2, 2020 

 
 

Dear parishioners, 
 
Pax Christi! 
 
Currently, we are able to accommodate 33% of the church seating capacity, that is, 143 faithful. 
 
During this time, I ask you to be informed of the policies and protocols contained in this 
instruction. Kindly observe them carefully for the safety of all and for the reverent celebration of 
the sacrament. 
 

1. During this time, actively and regularly participate in the celebrations of the daily and 
weekend Masses, either in person or via live stream on our YouTube Channel: St Patrick’s 
Victor NY.  

 
2. In lieu of the missalette and hymnal, you may access and download the weekly Sunday 

worship aid from our parish website: stpatricksvictor.org.  
 

3. Parishioners who are sick, those who are at higher risk for COVID-19, and those concerned 
for their health are encouraged not to come to church for Mass. Please spend this time on 
the daily reading of the Scriptures, praying with family members, and participating in the 
live streamed Masses. 

 
4. Access in the church campus is limited within the church building, the rest room just 

outside the church, and the Copy Room (for dropping off Sunday envelopes in the safe). 
The Family Room, during this time, it is used only for Confession and is not set up for 
family use.  

 
5. Attendees in the celebration of Holy Mass with 143 persons,  

a. must properly wear face mask, covering both nose and mouth, at all times, except 
for a brief period when receiving Holy Communion. Please bring your own face 
mask or covering. No face mask or covering, no entry in the church. 
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b. must sanitize your hands prior to entering the church. Please bring your own hand 
sanitizer (at least 60% alcohol) for personal use. No hand sanitization, no entry in 
the church. 

c. must observe social distancing of, at least, 6 feet, away from others who are not 
from the same household, from the time you get out of their car until you get back 
in your car. Refrain from visiting others in other pews.  

d. must follow instructions provided by ushers, and instructions for the reception of 
Holy Communion. These instructions, which reflect diocesan policies and state 
regulations, are in place to keep everybody safe and promote reverence. If and when 
you fail to follow instructions, you will be asked to leave. 

e. Be attentive to the instructions given by the ushers, as you enter the church, guided 
to your pew, during Holy Communion and Dismissal. 

   
6. During the Sunday Masses,  

a. you may bring an iPad or similar gadget for the use of the Sunday worship aid.  
b. Carl and/or a cantor / cantors will provide music during the Mass. 
c. during the distribution of Holy Communion, 

• Follow the instructions given to you by the usher.  
• Those receiving in the hand will go first, then followed by those receiving 

on the tongue. Form a single line in the middle aisle. Observe social 
distancing using the 6 feet markers on the floor. Approach the priest, 
stopping at an arm’s length from him. 

• The priest is required to wear face mask during the distribution. 
• The distribution of the Precious Blood remains suspended. 
• Instructions for receiving Holy Communion.  

1. Receiving Holy Communion in the hand. Lower your mask, extend 
your hand, and open your hand fully, receive Holy Communion, step 
away from the priest. Put back your face mask or covering.  
Consume the Sacred Host. Return to your pew, observing social 
distancing. 

2. Receiving Holy Communion on the tongue. Inform the usher so that 
you will receive last. Lower your mask, stick out your tongue fully, 
avoid breathing on the hand of the priest. Step aside. Put back your 
face mask or covering. Consume the Sacred Host. Return to your 
pew, observing social distancing.  

a. Note: The priest is required to cleanse and sanitize his hands 
after every communicant receiving on the tongue. 

d. After the Dismissal,  
• The ushers will instruct you to leave pew by pew, observing social 

distancing. 
• Because of the disinfecting process after Mass, we ask that you to keep 

your personal prayer after Mass short. 
• Drop off your Sunday envelope, using one of the collection boxes on the 

Sanctuary step. 
• Bulletins, should you wish to take one, are found on the rack just outside 

the side church door. Take a copy yourself.  



 

 

 
7. Signing up for the Daily and Sunday Masses 

a. Signing up may be done online through the parish website: stpatricksvictor.org, the 
parish Facebook page: St. Patrick’s Church Victor, the link sent to you by email, or 
by phone through (585) 924-7111.   

b. Four Sunday Masses are currently on schedule: Saturday Vigil Mass at 4:30 PM, 
Sunday Morning Masses at 8:30 AM and 10:30 AM, and Afternoon Mass at 5 PM. 

c. Daily Masses are celebrated on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday at 8:30 
AM. The daily Masses are good alternative for those who are cautious about being 
in large group setting.  

d. As part of our preparation for the public celebration of the sacrament with more 
faithful present, certain liturgical ministers will be serving at the Sunday Masses: 
an usher, a lector and a cantor, at the daily Masses: a lector.  

 
I do ask that every parishioner remain patient and charitable during this time. This limited access 
to the public celebration of the Mass is frustrating to many. Be kind to your parish staff. Please 
remember: we implement, and not make, these policies and regulations. Yet we can take advantage 
of this transition period to help us prepare for when more faithful can celebrate the sacrament 
together. It is important that we ensure the observance of safety and health protocols, while, at the 
same time, promote reverence in the celebration of the sacrament. 
 
May our Christian response to the COVID-19 pandemic continue to express our faith in God 
without being reckless, and remain reasonable without compromising our faith in God. 
 
God bless you. 
 
Saint Patrick, pray for us! 
 
 
In Christ, 
 
Father Edison 


